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Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, March 20, 6:30 p.m. 
Online via Zoom 
Does Cal Hort Have a Future? 
A serious discussion by the members and the Council about Cal Hort’s future 

March 29 will be Cal Hort’s 85th anniversary and the future of Cal Hort is 
teetering on the brink. At its March 13, the Council will take up the question of 
Cal Hort’s future.  

We’ve reached a critical point as a club. For many years now, since well 
before the pandemic, members have failed to volunteer to take on positions on 
the Council or as Committee Chairs. The remaining volunteers have been 
serving long past their terms and have taken on the most important duties of the 
unfilled positions. Burnout and other commitments have continued to deplete 
the ranks. As a result five people are now trying to do the work previously 
handled by twelve council members and 16 committees. Naturally many 
activities and duties have had to be curtailed. 

To be clear,  the Council would like to see Cal Hort survive in some form but 
the club cannot move forward without either a significant infusion of new 
volunteers or by making radical changes to operations. Proposed ideas 
include merging with another group, reducing activity to one or two events a 
year, perhaps in partnership with another organization, meeting only quarterly 
held on weekend days so they are, or might be, more like mini-events or pop-
ups at different locations around the Bay Area, or shutting down completely and 
dispersing the club assets to one or more other not-for-profits 

If you want Cal Hort to survive the club needs your help. The council will 
discuss this critical matter with the membership at the general 
membership meeting on Monday, March 20th. 

If you can’t or won’t attend the March 20 meeting please send your offers 
of service or thoughts to CalHortInfo@gmail.com as soon as possible so we 
can include them in our discussion.  
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Cal Hort Online 
Please visit our website for 
news, updates, articles and 
resources at 
calhortsociety.org


Share your garden photos 
and Join us for 
conversations on Facebook 
at “Friends Who Like 
California Horticultural 
Society”. 

Notes and photos from past 
Plant Forum sessions are 
available on our site at

tinyurl.com/
CalHortPlantForum 

Past presentations by our 
featured speakers can be 
found on our YouTube site: 
tinyurl.com/
CalHortYouTube
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Your Invited to the   
Western Hort Meetings 
Western Hort and Cal Hort 
members are free, guests are 
$10 each. 

For full details visit 
www.westernhort.org/
speakers-events 

Wednesday  
April 12,  7:30pm 
The Ins & Outs, Ups & 
Downs of Succulent 
Container Gardening 
with Martin Quigley 

Martin will 
describe the 
whole process 
of container 
gardening with 
succulents. This 

includes choosing the plants, the 
containers, the planting material, 
and a design for 
placement in the garden. Always 
keeping in mind that some 
succulents will outgrow 
the container, he will discuss 
what to do when that happens. 

Wednesday 
May 10, 7:30 p.m. 
Hardworking Herbs 
with Rose Lovell 

Hardworking 
herbs are the 
culinary stars, 
the medicinal 
marvels, the 
pollinator 

magnets and the landscape 
design workhorses. Learn more 
about incorporating basic and 
unusual herbs into your designs 
with the owner of Morningsun 
Herb Farm, Rose Loveall.  

Coffee in the Garden 
Saxon Holt invites Cal Hort Members  
(and a significant other) to His Garden 
Sunday, March 19, 10 a.m to 1 p.m. 
Full details when you RSVP no later than March 16 
(see below)

Saxon Holt is inviting Cal Hort members along with a spouse or 
partner, to his garden for our first Coffee in the Garden event for 

2023. Come and enjoy a leisurely Sunday morning with your 
coffee or tea and a little something to eat while enjoying 
this unique opportunity. 

Saxon and his wife, Mary, have three acres of Oak-Madrone 
woodland in Marin County. Only the lower acre, upon which sits 

the house, is gardened—in a “very naturalistic, but not entirely native” style. 
Their efforts include letting the Oaks dictate what and where to plant for 
summer-dry gardening and a new rain garden. (You can read more about the 
garden in the article on page 3). The upper two acres are criss-crossed with 
pathways and there are lots of wildflowers. For those interested in walking that 
wild space note that it is fairly steep and walking shoes are necessary. 

There are lots of possibilities for afternoon plant adventures if you wish to 
continue your day with visits to nurseries further north or natural areas 
for hiking and a chance to see what nature has to offer in the way of wildflower 
shows. 

RSVP by March 16 to 
Ellen Frank, ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net. 
please put "RSVP" in the subject field and include the following in the body of 
your message: 

• your name
• the name of your spouse or partner if they are attending
• if you require one of the parking spots close by for those with ambulatory

challenges. 

There is limited nearby parking, so those spots will be reserved for those who 
have ambulatory issues. Please let Ellen know if you need one of those spots.  
Otherwise it is a short stroll from where there is plenty of parking on the street. 
Carpooling is encouraged. 

Weather: We will still be able to enjoy the garden if there is only light rain, but 
if  heavy rain is forecast we will cancel and notify you by email.  

We are looking forward to seeing everyone and catching up with friends, fellow 
gardeners and enthusiasts! 

This event is open ONLY to Cal Hort members and their spouses or 
partners at this time. 

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net
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A Marin County Garden 
Text and photos by Saxon Holt 

Our property is four acres but it is only the lower acre 
that's gardened, where the house sits in the middle of 
that acre. Because the property is in a gorgeous Oak-
Madrone woodland we have kept the back very 
naturalistic, but not entirely native, letting the Oaks 
decide how we plant. The high shade of the large Oaks 
allowed me to put in a small collection of fragrant 
species rhododendron, which have declined over the 
years due to the increasing limitations on municipal 
watering and fungal impact of Phytophthora hosted in 
the native Bay trees (now removed). Once the Bay 
trees were removed and Rhodies consolidated it 
opened up a sunnier section two years ago to try plants 
I am learning about in the summer-dry project.   

While the front does have the three garden rooms I 
created from the horse corral that was here when we 
moved in, there also three small sections of lawn that I 
converted to native red fescue meadow (and 
dandelions and plantain) and planted trees for fall 
color. A dogwood died in one of the lawn sections a 
couple of years ago and just this week I have started a 
rain garden—dry creek swale by diverting the roof 
gutters into that area. Work in progress. 

We have 15 different irrigation protocols and lots of 
work in progress. This suits my peripatetic style that is 
easily distracted by one perceived crisis or new idea.  
It's really a working garden with too much for one 
person to do well, so nothing is really great. But 
despite my limitations a garden has finally “become”
—and that is what I want to share.  

The upper 2 acres is criss-crossed by pathways 
(recommended by Roger Raiche, the one garden 
consultation I afforded myself 23 years ago) to give a 
sense of a stroll or hike. Since it has been a wet year 
there will be lots of wildflowers.  Already [I expect to 
see] thousands of Cardamine and thousands of 
Dodecatheron in a couple weeks. (It is fun to say 
“thousands" but with two acres and no deer, it's not 
that surprising actually). Too early for Collinsia and 
Clarkia but there will be Cynoglossum, Sanicle, 
Ranunculus, and Fritillary. And the oak trees will be 
flowering too. 

For those who want to walk that upper, genuinely wild 
garden, be sure to bring walking shoes as it is fairly 
steep.  

The new rain garden just installed in one of the front 
lawn patches. I will probably be adding more of the 
variegated Acoris in the next 10 days before the visit, 
but it's really neat to see the rain garden already 
functioning, keeping water onsite.



California Horticultural Society 
San Francisco County Fair Building 
1199 9th Avenue  
San Francisco, CA 94122 

Weed Suppression 

There is a principle in physics 
that two objects cannot share 
the same pace at the same time. 
Cal Hort member Kristin 
Yanker-Hansen shares that this 
is true in the garden as well. 
She has found that winter 
growing bulbs crowd out the 
weeds with the added benefit 
of  producing lovely flowers. 
For more conversation about 
plants and gardens, check out 
the video from our February 
meeting available on out 
YouTube channel:  
www.youtube.com/@ 
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety 
Do you have a gardening tip or 
trick to share? Please send it to 
us at calhortinfo@gmail.com. 

Can We Expect a Superbloom This Year? 
A “superbloom” occurs when, usually after recent rains, 

everything springs into bloom at once. While this may not 
occur this year, most areas will likely produce prodigious 
blooms, just not all at once. Cal Hort president Bart 

O’Brien spoke with John Rebman, botanist at the San Diego 
Museum of Natural History who noted that wildflower blooming 

has already begun (early). It will be a good wildflower year, spread  
out over the spring.  

Jorge Moreno, a spokesman for the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation told the Sacramento Bee newspaper, that this year “the wildflower 
bloom is expected to be good to better-than-average” in parts of California.
“Large wildflower blooms typically happen in desert and certain types of 
grasslands and table mountain-type of environments,” He went on to say, 
however, that Northern California parks are not expected to see a very large 
bloom.  

Here are some resources: 

Six Bar Area Ridge Trail Wildflower Hikes 
ridgetrail.org/wildflowerhikes 

California Department of Parks and Recreation 2023 Spring Flower Bloom 
tinyurl.com/2023-spring-bloom 

Jepson Prairie, Dixon, CA , tours season mid-March thru mid May 
tinyurl.com/Jepson-prairie 

Stevens Trailhead, Dwight D. Eisenhower Hwy (I80), Colfax 
tinyurl.com/Stevens-trail 

Walker Canyon Ecological Reserve, 24-hour poppy cam 
tinyurl.com/poppy-cam 
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