
 
Phytophthora Was Topic at October BAGnet Meeting 

The Bay Area Garden Network (BAGnet), a loosely organized group of 
representatives from many of the public gardens in the greater Bay Area—
mostly horticultural employees but also some representatives from the 
administration side—met at the SF County Fair Building in October for 
presentations about how two nurseries are implementing best management 
practices to deal with Phytophthora pathogens. 

Phytophthora (Fy-TOFF-thor-uh) species are soil-inhabiting pathogens that 
have been spreading through Bay Area wild lands and urban-interface 
landscapes, most famously Phytophthora ramorum, or sudden oak death, 
which kills coastal live oaks and tanoaks and infects over 100 other species 
of plants. Phytophthora species spread through infected soil, infected plants 
and in contaminated water.  

Mia Ingolia, senior biologist, SF Public Utility Commission, detailed how 
they built their own nursery to propagate plants on-site, suspending the need 
for purchasing container plants which might be infected. They followed the 
latest guidelines, and wrote some of their own to create a facility that could 
prevent both the introduction and spread of the pathogens.  

Measures taken at the new SFPUC facility include requiring all in-coming 
soil to be double-sterilized and banning entry to dirt-encrusted pots, tools, 
vehicles or people. Grated tables, and grated soil mats are in place to 
minimize or prevent water pooling. Soil is delivered outside the “clean area” 
onto a grated pad and brought in by a clean dirt mover. Pots are sterilized in 
a special mobile steam table with is then used as a potting bench. 

Cal Hort president Bart O’Brien, in his role as Director of Regional Parks 
Botanic Garden, described the measures being taken at RPBG as a long-
established nursery with limitations imposed by having historic structures 
onsite that cannot be replaced. 

The RPBG’s measures have included switching to grated plant tables, ending 
their long practice of accepting pot donations and beginning regular 
sanitizing procedures using either 70% isopropyl alcohol or a bleach 
solution. You can find links to more information about the SFPUC nursery 
and Phytophthora on page 3. 
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The October meeting of BAGnet 
hosted public garden 
representatives from across the 
greater Bay Area. BAGnet was 
formed in the late 90s as a forum 
for public gardens in the greater 
Bay Area as a mutual aid society, 
sharing knowledge and ideas.
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This Month 

Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, November 21, 6:30 p.m. 
Tales of California Botanists and Flora 
with Ken Lavin Outings Coordinator, Greenbelt Alliance 

Join us for a peek at the secret life of some California native flora and the 
adventures (and misadventures) of early day botanical explorers who risked life 
and limb to collect and describe the plants in our gardens. 

We’ll also visit the unlikely home of the type specimen for our California state 
flower and discover the “refrigerator tree” beloved by Californians but with a 
unique connection to Canada.

Greenbelt Alliance is a Bay Area non-profit working to prepare the Bay Area 
for climate change by educating people, advocating for bold change, and 
collaborating to address the climate crises. Ken taught outdoor education in the 
East Bay for many years and was a National Park Ranger stationed in the Marin 
Headlands and Muir Woods. He also served as president and longtime board 
member of the Mount Diablo Interpretive Association. 


Find a Hat, Make a Drink! It’s a Party! 
Fiesta on TAP! (on-line via Zoom) 

Monday, December 5, 6:30 p.m. 
until the wee hours of the night—9-ish or so 
Brush off your party hat, line up your favorite 
appetizer and stock up on your favorite cocktail/
mocktail ingredients. (On the back page you’ll 
find a recipe for a delicious botanical beverage 
that can be alcoholic or not as you choose.) 
We’re going to dance with our favorite potted 
plant and engage in silly shenanigans for 
an evening of fun, sharing and games to send off 
2022 and welcome 2023. 

If you have any entertaining ideas or would 
like to help organize, please let me know by 
email: Ellen Frank, ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net.  


 

Western Hort Meeting 
Meetings are in-person and 
being held at 

Garden House, Shoup Park 

400 University Ave, Los Altos

For full details visit 
www.westernhort.org/
speakers-events 
Western Hort and Cal Hort 
members are free, guests are 
$10 each. 

Wednesday 
November 9, 7:30 p.m. 
The Biodiversity 
Crisis and What We 
Can Do About it  
with Lynn Trulio 

We share the 
Earth with 
millions of 
other species, 
but our planet 
is experiencing 

a man-made biodiversity crisis 
in which a significant portion of 
these species are in danger of 
extinction in the coming 
decades. 

Wednesday 
December 14, 7:30 p.m. 
A Botanical Art 
Journey 
with Kristin Jakob 

Kristin will 
give an 
overview of the 
rich history of 
botanical 
art and 
illustration. She 

will describe the evolution of 
her own art, which was inspired 
by the work of earlier masters 
in the field. Kristin will bring 
examples for display and sale. Ellen Frank

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net
http://www.westernhort.org/
https://www.westernhort.org/speakers-events
https://www.greenbelt.org


Send in Your Seeds! 
Don’t forget to collect and send in seeds for our 2023 

Annual Seed Exchange.  

Below is a list of what past participants indicated 
they’d particularly like: 

Categories: pollinator attractants; drought 
survivors; conifers; California and South Africa 

natives in general, in particular California native bulbs 
and annuals 

Genera: Acacia, Banksia, Protaea, Verbena, Lachenalia 
Species: Papaver somnifera hybrids 

Of course, donations of any and all kinds of seeds are welcome!  
Plants which have given you pleasure may well please your fellow members, 
too, especially in these trying times when our gardens can be a source of refuge 
and comfort. 

More details including tips on preparing your seeds for sharing are available 
on our website at: calhortsociety.org/about/annual-seed-exchange 

Mail your labeled seeds to: 
Dave Tivol 
130 Locksunart Way #2 
Sunnyvale CA 94087-4666 




Read About Seeds 
Articles on the internet we think might be of interest: 

In South Africa, a Seed Librarian Seeks 
Ancestral Knowledge 
Zayaan Khan runs a “Seed Biblioteek” out of  
her home. 
by Mary Fawz, April 7, 2022, AtlasObscura.com 
atlasobscura.com/articles/south-african-seeds 

Climate Change Is Shifting How Plants Evolve. Seed Banks May 
Have to Adapt, Too 
Seed banks are critical for preserving biodiversity and ensuring we'll have food 
for the future. But they're running up against a rapidly changing world.
by Lauren Leffer, July 7, 2022, gizmodo.com 
tinyurl.com/seed-banks-adapt  

 

More About 
Phytophthora and 
Mitigation Efforts 

KQED Article 
SFPUC Growing Plants in 
Hospital-Like Nursery to 
Protect Water Quality 
tinyurl.com/SFPUC-KQED


SFPUCnewsroom.com

Seeds of Change for Native 
Plant Restoration 
tinyurl.com/New-SFPUC-
facility


SuddenOakDeath.org (PDFs)

Buying healthy plants: 
What to look for at a 
nursery 
tinyurl.com/buying-healthy-
plants


Guidelines to Minimize 
Phytophthora Pathogens in 
Restoration Nurseries 
tinyurl.com/nursery-
guidelines


You can find more 
information about 
information and articles 
about sudden oak death at 
the California Oak Mortality 
Task Force website, 
suddenoakdeath.org


Infected tanoak.  
File photo from suddenoakdeath.com 
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Khan uses Instagram and 
workshops to disseminate 
knowledge about 
indigenous food.

https://calhortsociety.org/about/annual-seed-exchange/
https://www.kqed.org/science/1943386/sfpuc-growing-plants-in-hospital-like-nursery-to-protect-water-quality
https://sfpucnewsroom.com/2019/01/09/seeds-of-change-for-native-plant-restoration/
https://www.suddenoakdeath.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Buy-in-Guide-December-2017.pdf
https://www.suddenoakdeath.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Restoration.Nsy_.Guidelines.final_.092216.pdf
https://www.suddenoakdeath.org
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/south-african-seeds
https://gizmodo.com/seed-banks-climate-change-food-security-svalbard-vault-1849073024
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Cal Hort Online 
Please visit our website for 
news, updates, articles, and 
resources at: 
calhortsociety.org 

Join us for conversations on 
Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort 
Recordings of the online 
presentations by our featured 
speakers and of the Plant 
Forum discussions can be 
found on our  
YouTube channel 

www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety

A Botanical Cocktail/Mocktail for the Party! 
Ginger-Lemon Cocktail or Mocktail 
A delicious, refreshing “adult” mixture—not too 
sweet and with a little bite to it— that goes well 
with sparkling water or spirits. 

Makes 1 drink 

Mix together:

2-4 tablespoons ginger tea (see recipe below) 
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
1-3 tablespoons apple cider vinegar 
Honey or other sweetener to taste. 

Pour over a glass of ice and add your 
choice of: 

sparking water, vodka or white rum 

Ginger Tea 
Makes 1 cup of “tea.”  

Store unused portion in the refrigerator for up to 1 week 
Ingredients

1- to 2-inch piece of ginger root, washed 
1 cup water 

Instructions 
Peel and dice or grate the ginger root. If dicing, the pieces should be 
about 1/8 inch cubes. 

Add the ginger and water to a saucepan and bring to a boil. 

Once boiling, reduce the heat, cover, and simmer for 15 minutes. 

Strain the ginger out, cool, and store the ginger tea in the 
refrigerator in a covered container for up to a week.  

Yummy Mummy Kitchen

https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendswholikecalhort/
https://www.youtube.com/c/CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety
https://calhortsociety.org
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