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This Month
Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, August 15, 6:30 p.m. ON-LINE only

The Cultivation of Rhododendron species,
Meconopsis, and Cardiocrinum, at the Rhododendron
Species Botanical Garden
with Steve Hootman, Executive Director and Curator,
Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden

Volume 89, Issue 8

We Are Looking For
Your Stories
Do you have something you’d
like to share with your other
Cal Hort members? It can be
just a few paragraphs or some
photos with captions. (Though
if you want to write something
longer we’d love to take a
look.) Here are some ideas:
• If you belong to a garden club
that focuses on a particular
type of plant we’d enjoy
reading about what your group
has been talking about lately.

L-R: Meconopsis, Himalayan Blue Poppy; Rhododendron cerasinum; Steve Hootman

Since 1992, Steve has worked at Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden in
Federal Way, Washington. Having participated in or led over twenty expeditions
into the remote regions of the world looking for rare and new taxa of
rhododendrons and other plants, he is considered one of the world authorities on
the genus Rhododendron. He is also an active collector, authority, and promoter
of related Ericaceae including genera such as Vaccinium, Agapetes, and
Gaultheria.
More about Steve and RSBG

Steve’s travel blogs:
tinyurl.com/Steve-travel-blog

Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden
on social media:
www.facebook.com/RhodyGarden
www.instagram.com/rhodygarden

• If you’ve taken a horticultural
field trip, maybe a trip to a
public or private garden, or a
hike through a botanical
reserve, give us your
impressions and/or share some
photos.
• If you’ve read a horticulturally
-related book or acquired a
new tool we’d be interested in
your review.
You can send submissions to
CalHortinfo@gmail.com
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Garden Visit Report from Eugene, Oregon
Submitted by member Robbie Ridenour
Do you have something of interest you’d like to submit for publication in the Bulletin?
See the note on page one for details.

Above: A member of the
Eugene Heritage Rose Group
invited the group to visit her
garden in the western hills of
Eugene, Oregon. It is a beautiful
garden with many mature
specimens and old garden roses.
We really enjoyed the afternoon
with pleasant weather.
Far left: Delphinium
Left: Five petaled rose,

R. Glauca.

continued on next page

Robbie Ridenour’s Garden Visit continued from previous page

Horticultural Events
Gardeneur
Pop-Up Plant Sale
SF Ferry Building
Second Sundays, April September • 10 a.m–4p.m.
Billed as the largest plant market
in the Bay Area.

Hangar 1 Distillery
2505 Monarch St, Alameda
Third Sundays, March December • 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
www.gardeneur.com/infos/
events
Above: The white rambler

around the bench is called
Paul's Himalayan Musk.
Left: Magnificent example

of a climbing hydrangea.

International Conference
on Horticulture and
Agriculture
San Francisco
September 27-28
Bringing together leading
academic scientists, researchers,
and research scholars to exchange
and share their experiences and
research results on all aspects of
Horticulture and Agriculture.
https://tinyurl.com/ICHAc

Alameda County Master
Gardener: Garden Talks
Livermore Demonstration
Garden
Saturdays (see website for
topics and times)
https://acmg.ucanr.edu

Free Docent-led Tours
Regional Parks Botanic
Garden
Saturdays • 2 p.m.
Sundays • 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.
Meet at the Visitor’s Center
nativeplants.org/tours-2/
weekend-tours/

California Horticultural Society
San Francisco County Fair Building
1199 9th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94122

Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, September 19, 6:30 p.m.
with Josh Williams, California Flora Nursery, Fulton, CA

Cal Hort Online
Please visit our website for
news, updates, articles, and
resources at:
calhortsociety.org

Join us for conversations on
Facebook at:

www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort

Located some 60 miles north of San Francisco, California Flora Nursery is one
of the Bay Area’s oldest California native plant nurseries. It is a small
unconventional nursery devoted to natives and habitat gardening with an
exceptional diversity of offerings and with attention to local Bay Area needs
and conditions. Most plants are propagated on site.
After managing Cal Flora for several years Josh Williams, lauded for
maintaining one of the best native gardens at his private home and a devotee of
California Native plants, became the owner at the beginning of the pandemic.
He will be talking about the nursery and what’s ahead there.

Save Those Seeds!
As the year advances our plants are moving into seed
production. It’s time to start collecting and sending in
seeds for our 2023 Annual Seed Exchange. Details are
available in last month’s issue of the Bulletin or on our
website at: calhortsociety.org/about/annual-seedexchange

Recordings of the online
presentations by our featured
speakers and of the Plant
Forum discussions can be
found on our
YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety
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Plant Forum Plant Description
Please complete as much about your plant as you want or are able to.
Thank you!
Botanical name of plant: ___________________________________________________
Common name of plant: ___________________________________________________
Plant family:_____________________________________________________________

☐annual ☐biennial ☐perennial ☐deciduous ☐evergreen
☐geophyte ☐succulent ☐climber ☐grass ☐shrub ☐tree.
Size/Dimensions:__________________________________________________________
Native to:_________________________________________________________________
Bloom: season____________ color(s)_________________________________________
Reliable? _____________
Fragrance?

☐Yes, wonderfully ☐Yes, but not main attraction ☐No

Foliage color (in season, if seasonal): _____________________________________
Conditions where it is grown?

☐sun ☐shade ☐partial/protect from hot afternoon sun ☐frost tender
☐keep moist ☐regular watering ☐drought tolerant
Soil requirement: __________________________________________________________
Why do you grow it? ______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Main attributes you like about it?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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