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An Historic Private Garden in the Heart of San Francisco

Above left and right: Glimpses of the historic
Reiter garden near Golden Gate Park.
Left: Seán O’Hara, Kori Dean, and our host
Karen (Rusty) Reiter. (See report on Page 3)
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Upcoming Speakers
Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, June 20, 6:30 p.m. In-person and online

Biomimicry of California Native Plants: Interesting
Strategies and What We Can Learn From Them
with Lily Urmann, Pratt Institute and Biomimicry Frontiers

Biomimicry is the
impactful practice of
learning from nature’s
forms, processes, and
systems to inspire lifefriendly design. The
incredible diversity of
plants that have survived and thrived on Earth for millions of years have already
solved many of the challenges we are currently facing. Lily will introduce the
topic of biomimicry, showcase examples of biomimetic design, and explain how
you too can become a biomimic.

Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, July 18
Reimagining Sonoma’s
Spectacular Botanical Garden
with Scot Medbury, Executive Director, Sonoma Botanical Garden
Tucked against the rugged
foothills of the Mayacamas
Mountains in the famed
Sonoma Valley, the
Sonoma Botanical Garden
is relaunching itself as a
more relevant resource for
gardeners in a wildly changing climate. The 35-year-old institution, formerly
known as Quarryhill, has recently expanded its mission to embrace the
cultivation and interpretation of the native flora of California, in addition to its
historic focus on wild-collected Asian plants. Scot will share some of the future
plans for this beautiful 67-acre property, and also talk about some of its special
specimens.
Scot has been involved in the curation, cultivation, and interpretation of
botanical garden collections for over 40 years. He became director of the San
Francisco Botanical Garden and the Conservatory for Flowers during the time
of the Conservatory’s comprehensive rehabilitation. Then appointed Brooklyn
Botanic Garden's President and CEO, he returned to California in early 2020 to
become the Executive Director of Sonoma Botanical Garden.

Coming in September…
We will be hosting Josh Williams, owner of California Flora Nursery, Fulton.
Josh moved up from nursery manager to owner of Cal Flora at the beginning of
the pandemic. He will be talking about the nursery and what’s ahead.

Conservatory of
Flowers, Japanese
Tea Garden and San
Francisco Botanical
Garden Merge
To improve visitor experience
and position the Gardens of
Golden Gate Park (“GGGP”) as
one of the top cultural and
environmental institutions in the
country, the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors has
approved an agreement that will
combine admissions, education,
and outreach programs at San
Francisco Botanical Garden,
Conservatory of Flowers, and
Japanese Tea Garden under the
San Francisco Botanical Garden
Society.

“Our vision is that the Gardens
of Golden Gate Park will
become a leading cultural and
conservation institution over the
next decade with new
partnerships, master plan,
interpretive plan, museum
accreditation, enhanced visitor
experience, and robust
community engagement,” said
San Francisco Botanical Garden
Society Executive Director
Stephanie Linder.

San Francisco Botanical Garden.
(2022, June). Gardens of Golden
Gate Park [Press release].
https://www.sfbg.org/gggp

An Historic Private Garden continued from front page

Our Coffee in the Garden on
May 29 featured an historic
private garden in the heart of San
Francisco. The day was clear with
a light breeze; as usual there was
plenty of treats, coffee, and tea,
and the garden was in full bloom.
Longtime members Charles and
Karen (Rusty) Reiter volunteered
their famous garden for a CitG
event. At least 25 people signed up
and if that sounds like a lot for one
garden, you haven’t visited this
one-acre-wonder of San Francisco
horticultural history. The triangleshaped property is bordered by
Stanyan Street and Sutro Forest
just a few blocks from Golden
Gate Park. For 26 years Charles’
father Victor Reiter, Jr.—a
founding member of Cal Hort—
ran a nursery, La Rochette, that
became an important source for
rare plants and the many cultivars
bred by Victor that are still
appreciated today.
Below are links to learn more
about Victor, the garden, and the
fascinating origin story of the
California Horticulture Society.
An appreciation of Victor Reiter,
Jr. by Cal Hort Member Michael
Sullivan
tinyurl.com/
VictorReiterAppreciation

Recognizing Victor Reiter, Jr.
California Horticultural Journal,
April 1963
tinyurl.com/RecognizingVictor

Two articles about the history of
California Horticultural Society:
tinyurl.com/CalHortAHistory
tinyurl.com/CH-first31

Top Left: Fuchsia Top Right: Abutilon, Flowering Maple ‘Apricot’, a Victor
Reiter, Jr. cultivar. Center: The nursery office, now used as a garden shed.
Bottom left: A tiny echeveria. Bottom right: Pineapple Guava (Feijoa
sellowiana).

California Horticultural Society
San Francisco County Fair Building
1199 9th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94122

Mixed Reports on Fate of Ukrainian Plant Gene Bank

www.ukrgate.com

In mid-May a scientist from
the Plant Production
Institute’s National Center
for Plant Genetic Resources
of Ukraine (PGRU) posted a
video online claiming that
Ukraine’s national plant gene
bank had been destroyed by
the Russian Army. The claim
was repeated by some local
Ukrainian media outlets and on the Twitter account of the Ukrainian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Publications across the globe picked up the story and a Cal
Hort member forwarded a link to the story on NewScientist.com.
Since then, according to a fact-checking article posted on Newsweek.com, a
number of official sources have disputed that claim and said that a separate
research facility was demolished. Because seeds loose viability over the years,
the research facility’s purpose was to renew the seed collection by planting seed
from the collection and harvesting fresh seed. The attack on the research facility
is said to have destroyed equipment necessary for its work, which will prevent
or seriously delay this necessary process.
The main collection is stored in underground vaults and appears to be safe for
now. The collection holds more than 150,000 specimens belonging to hundreds
of plants and crop species. Here is the link to the Newsweek piece:
tinyurl.com/PlantGeneBank
For further reading:

ThinkGlobalHealth.com has posted an interview with botany expert Professor
Tesfaye Mengiste, Purdue University, on how damage to a national seed bank
might affect national and international food security:
tinyurl.com/UkraineSeedBank

Cal Hort Online
Please visit our website for
news, updates, articles, and
resources at:
calhortsociety.org

Join us for conversations on
Facebook at:

www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort

Recordings of the online
presentations by our
featured speakers and of the
Plant Forum discussions can
be found on our YouTube
channel
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety
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