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May Meeting In-Person!
Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, May 16, 6 p.m. In-person and online

Connections Between California & Colorado: Plants & People
with Panayoti Kelaidis, Director of Public Outreach and Senior Curator, Denver Botanic Gardens, and President,
North American Rock Garden Society

Panayoti has been awarded two of the highest honors in American horticulture: the Arthur Hoyt Scott medal from
the Scott Arboretum and the Liberty Hyde Bailey award from the American Horticultural Society.
He helped create the successful Plant Select® plantselect.org plant introduction program for the Midwest and
Rocky Mountains. With the Denver Botanic Gardens www.botanicgardens.org for over forty years, Panayoti is a
plant explorer, tour leader, gardener, author, and public garden administrator. His online presence is just about
everywhere—Linkedin, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and very likely many more: he is everywhere all
the time!
Walk in the Garden, Plant Sale, and Plant Drawing are back. We will NOT have a
Plant Forum this month.
4-5:30 p.m.	 Walk in the Garden
5:30-6:30 p.m.	 BYO dinner to eat in the patio of the County Fair Building
6-7:15 p.m.	 In-Person Plant sale
In-person attendees will also have the opportunity to
purchase tickets for the Plant Drawing.
6:30-7:15 p.m.	 Local NARGS chapter meet-up (see side bar)
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May Meeting continued from front page

7:15 p.m.	 We will not hold a Plant Forum this month. Instead, after
announcements, our president, Bart O'Brien, will discuss
the unique plants that will be included in the Plant Drawing.
7:45 p.m. Featured Presentation, Q& A, Plant Drawing

For in-person attendees:
Though many of us will be masked, we will not be checking vaccination status
nor requiring masks (subject to changes mandated by local health authorities),
but we hope you all will be considerate and take precautions appropriate for the
general health and safety of yourself and others.
For online attendees:
Members of Cal Hort and Western Hort will all receive the Zoom invitation
prior to May 16. The Zoom stream will also be recorded.
Please submit your questions for the speaker using the Zoom Chat function.
Ellen Frank, our Zoom coordinator will present these questions to the speaker
once the talk is finished.

You’re Invited to Western Hort’s Meetings
Cal Hort and Western Hort share access to meetings.
Wednesday, May 11, 7:30 p.m., in-person

Resiliency: Choosing Trees for Climate Adaptation
in Coastal California
with Dave Muffly, Master Arborist

at the Garden House in Shoup Park
400 University Avenue, Los Altos

Rock Garden Fans to
Discuss Reviving
NARGS Chapter
Word comes from
Kiamara Ludwig
that the local
chapter of the
North American
Rock Garden
Society, one of our co-sponsors
for the May 16 meeting, is
looking to rebuild. The chapter
suffered from COVID
lockdown coming shortly and
the death of their president, Ted
Kipping.
Kiamara and other chapter
members will meet before the
main meeting, from 6:30-7:15,
to discuss future plans and meet
with Panayoti Kelaidis in his
role as president of the national
NARGS organization.
The chapter is already planing
to host Tom Freeth of Kew, to
talk about his previous role was
the curator and supervisor of the
Alpine and Rock Garden Living
Collection in July.

A recording of this meeting will be made available later.
All attendees will be asked to provide proof of vaccination and to wear
masks while indoors.

Dave Muffly has been planting trees, especially oaks, in the
Bay Area and other coastal California locations for more
than 30 years.
He will be talking about key insights from his years on the
cutting edge of tree landscaping and showing the trees that
will be coming to our urban forests in decades to come.
For complete details and rules for attending the meeting in
person, check your email for “Western Hort Hosting”
email dated May 2 or visit www.westernhort.org/speakers-events.
The next Western Hort meeting speaker will be in October.

Rock gardens can be a primary
feature in your garden or a selfcontained miniature landscape like
this trough garden.
(photo: NARGS: Alpine Shows and
Events 2012)

Our First “Coffee in the Garden” in 2 Years!
Members were very pleased to socialize and view gardens again. This event included the gardens of Mark Delepine,
and Kip McMichael with the option to visit the Wave Garden, a private garden (with public access) at Richmond
Point overlooking San Francisco Bay, designed by Victor Amador. (Photos by Ellen Frank)

Mark Delepine’s garden

Kip McMichael’s garden
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San Francisco County Fair Building
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Next Month
Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, June 20, 6:30 p.m. online

Biomimicry of California Native Plants: Interesting
Strategies and What We Can Learn From Them
with Lily Urmann, Pratt Institute and Biomimicry Frontiers

Biomimicry is the impactful practice of learning from
nature’s forms, processes, and systems to inspire lifefriendly design. The incredible diversity of plants that have
survived and thrived on Earth for millions of years have
already solved many of the challenges we are currently
facing. Lily will introduce the topic of biomimicry,
showcase examples of biomimetic design, and explain how
you too can become a biomimic. We will explore the question: “What can we
learn from the interesting and unique strategies of California natives?” by
diving deeper into how plants survive drought, capture or store water, prevent
moisture loss, protect against wildfire, and build resilience. Once we shift our
focus from learning just about different plants to learning from each plant, we
can translate these design ideas and build a more sustainable and regenerative
future for all. Join us to tap in to Nature’s genius and jump start your own
biomimicry journey!
At Pratt Institute Lily teaches a course she created titled “Biology for
Biomimicry” and at the ASU Biomimicry Center she helped design and launch
one of the world’s first undergraduate certificates in biomimicry. Lily shares
the wonders of biomimicry with diverse audiences through community
workshops, professional offerings with Biomimicry Frontiers, an after-school
nature program in Denver, and her podcast “Learning from Nature”. Lily’s
ultimate passion lies at the intersection of biomimicry, place-based experiential
education, and engaging change-agents in this exciting field.

Cal Hort Online
Please visit our website for
news, updates, articles, and
resources at:
calhortsociety.org
Recordings of the online
presentations by our
featured speakers and of the
Plant Forum discussions can
be found on our YouTube
channel
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety

Join us for conversations on
Facebook at:

www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort
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