
Bulletin of the
California Horticultural Society

Cultivating friendship, gardens, and fun for more than 88 years

April 2022 www.calhortsociety.org Volume 89, Issue 4

Mark Delepine Invites 
You To His Garden 
Saturday, April 16, 10 a.m. 

You are invited to 
visit my Berkeley 

garden for our  
first Coffee 
in the 

Garden event 
in two years. 

Bonus garden 
details will be shared with those 
who attend (see more below).

I’m requesting that only those 
with current vaccinations attend 
but will trust your cooperation 
on that. Masks will not be 
required, but I’ll be wearing 
mine whenever I’m unable to 
socially distance. I won’t be able 
to open the house for bathrooms 
but there are public bathrooms available in easy walking distance. 

There are a number of bonus garden options in Berkeley to enjoy including a number of good nurseries, the 
botanical gardens on the campus and in Tilden Park as well as a number of fun private gardens nearby, for which I 
will provide a simple map. There may be another couple of gardens in the Richmond area to explore if you decide 
to visit Annie’s Annuals too. 

I am requesting an RSVP, not least in order to arrange to bring in enough coffee! 
There will also be hot water and an assortment of teas to go with whatever people 
bring to share, savory or sweet. 

When you RSVP to mdelepine@liacook.com please put “RSVP” in the subject 
field and include in the body of your message: 

• your name,
• whether you are a member of Cal Hort or Western Hort, and
• the names of any guests you wish to bring.

I'm looking forward to meeting, as well as to reconnecting in person, with fellow 
gardeners and enthusiasts!

Coffee in the Garden is Back!

A glimpse of Cal Hort member Mark Delepine’s garden in Berkeley.
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Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, April 18, 6:30 p.m. online  
A History of Blake Garden 
with Meghan Ray, Garden Manager, Blake Garden, University of California at Berkeley

Since 1922, the Blake Estate has been the site of intensive landscape design, 
plant experimentation, and horticultural creativity. From the initial design by 
landscape architect Mabel Symes and her sister Anita Blake, the garden was 
intended as a showcase for the rare and unusual, highlighting the range of 
plants that can be grown in the SF Bay area. 

Many original photos and documents have been preserved along with 
inventories of garden plants and letters and articles written by the sisters. The 
combination of its early years as a private estate and its current use as a 
landscape laboratory make Blake a unique garden with a well documented 
history.

Meghan Ray is a horticulturist and garden historian. She has worked in 
botanical gardens for most of her career, first at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
and then at the UC Botanical Garden at Berkeley. She landed at UC Blake 
Garden in 2018 where she is currently the Garden Manager. 


Back to In-Person Meetings in May! 

Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, May 16, 6:30 p.m. in person 
San Francisco County Fair Building, 1199 Ninth Avenue at  Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park 

Connections Between California & Colorado: Plants & People 
with Panayoti Kelaidis, Director of Outreach and Senior Curator, Denver Botanic 
Gardens, and President, North American Rock Garden Society 

This will be a joint meeting with Western Hort and the North American Rock Garden 
Society, Western Chapter. 

You’re Invited to 
Western Hort’s 
Meetings 
Cal Hort and Western Hort 
have agreed to continue to 
share access to meetings 
through December 2022! 

Wednesday, April 13 
7:30 p.m., online only 
This will NOT be recorded; 
Cal Hort members will 
receive a Zoom invite by 
email.


Vanilla: the Botany, the 
History, and the Culture 
with Patricia Rain, author, 
educator, culinary historian, and 
owner of The Vanilla Company 

The multi-talented Patricia 
Rain is well established as an 
authority on vanilla. 

Patricia’s presentation begins 
along the Gulf Coast of Mexico 
and illustrates the cycle of 
vanilla as it begins, with the 
various ways the vanilla vines 
are grown throughout the 
tropics. She covers the 
pollination process; the stages 
of growth, harvest, and curing; 
and drying, packing, and 
shipping. Vanilla has been 
integrated into the cultures of 
the countries that grow it, and 
Patricia will tell us how climate 
change is already impacting the 
future of crops, including three 
primary luxury crops—coffee, 
cacao, and vanilla—that we 
love so much.



Highlights From Our February Plant Forum 
You can watch past Plant Forum videos on our YouTube Channel or view the slides on our website, and you can 
share your own images in the upcoming Plant Forum and/or on our Facebook page. See our website for details.

Dudleya anthonyi 
(San Quintín live forever)

Shared by Ken Blackford 

This	one	is	from	the	San	Quin2n	volcanic	fields	
on	the	Isla	San	Mar2n	and	on	the	Baja	
mainland	on	the	bay	of	Bahia	San	Quin2n,	with	
Baja	California.	

They	generate	a	lot	of	powdery	“farina”	or	
epicuEcular	wax,	which	is	a	coaEng	of	wax	that	
forms	a	film	on	the	leaves	of	certain	types	of	
succulents.	Its	main	funcEons	are	to	decrease	
surface	weGng	and	moisture	loss.	It	also	
protects	the	plant	from	UV	light	and	makes	it	
difficult	for	pests	to	climb	on	it.

Pieris japonica 'Mountain Fire'

Shared by Saxon Holt 

Saxon	took	a	photo	tour	of	his	garden	a	few	days	before	the	meeEng.	He	
photographed	so	many	beauEful	blooming	plants	including	this	evergreen	
shrub/tree.	When	the	leaves	come	out	they	are	a	dark	mahogany	red	and	
the	flowers	are	lovely	as	well.	

Moraea collina (formerly Homeria collina)

Shared by Judy Wong 

Moraea	collina,	from	South	Africa,	is	a	perennial	bulb,	winter	growing,	and	
deciduous	in	summer.	It	is	blooming	a	liQle	early	this	year.	It	comes	in	this	
pale	yellow	form	and	a	salmon	form	with	the	yellow	being	a	bit	more	robust.	
It	reseeds	freely.	

Pyrethropsis hosmariense	(Moroccan	Daisy)

Shared by Ellen Frank 

This	has	fine	textured	silver	foliage	and	blooms	this	Eme	of	year.	“I	kind	of	
ignore	this	and	it	blooms.	It’s	in	mostly	full	sun.	It’s	compact,	about	8”	and	a	
bit	taller	once	it	blooms.”

https://calhortsociety.org/about/monthly-meetings/plant-forum/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendswholikecalhort
https://www.youtube.com/c/CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety


California Horticultural Society 
San Francisco County Fair Building 
1199 9th Avenue  
San Francisco, CA 94122 

Cal Hort Online 
Please visit our website for 
news, updates, articles, and 
resources at: 
calhortsociety.org 
Recordings of the online 
presentations by our 
featured speakers and of the 
Plant Forum discussions can 
be found on our YouTube 
channel 

www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety 
Join us for conversations on 
Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort

Cal Hort president Bart O’Brien, Director, Regional 
Parks Botanic Garden, has been awarded American 
Horticultural Society’s 2022 Liberty Hyde Bailey 
Award. This is their highest award, given to an 
individual who has made significant lifetime 
contributions to at least three of the following 
horticultural fields: teaching, research, 
communications, plant exploration, administration, 

art, business, and leadership. 

This accolade is one of the Great American Gardeners Awards that the AHS 
presents annually to individuals, organizations, and businesses that represent the 
best in American gardening. “We are delighted to have Bart O’Brien join this 
prestigious group of horticulturists and gardeners who, since 1958, have been 
recognized for their significant career contributions to fields such as research, 
communications, plant exploration, administration, and teaching,” said Marcia 
Zech, AHS Board Chair. 

The American Horticultural Society, celebrating its 100th anniversary this year, 
educates Americans about, and advocates for, Earth-friendly and 
sustainable1gardening practices, as well as modeling them at their River Farm 
headquarters in Alexandria, Virginia. 


We Need Your Help! 
We need you to step up and help Cal Hort. Our current 
council members have been holding down the fort for well 
beyond their scheduled terms and it is past time to pass the 

baton.Volunteering is a great way to get to know more 
members and find out more about our horticultural 

community at large. Please contact us today at calhortinfo@gmail.com and 
use Volunteer in the subject line. Someone will contact you to find a place that 
fits your schedule and abilities. Thank you.

Well Deserved, Bart!
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