
Last Call to Renew for 2022! 
If you’ve not renewed your membership yet, don’t delay! Visit our website 
(calhortsociety.org/about/join-or-renew) to renew online using PayPal (you 
don't need a PayPal account, you can sign in as a ‘Guest’).  Or, if you prefer, 
print out the form and pay by check. 
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Cal Hort Online 
Please visit our website for 
news, updates, ar0cles, and 
resources at calhortsociety.org 

The presentations by our 
featured speakers can be found 
on our YouTube channel 
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety 

Join us for conversations on 
Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort/ 

Plant Forum 
To share in the Plant Forum 
send images and any text to 
Ellen Frank, 
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net, by 
Sunday prior to the monthly 
meeting. For full details along 
with the slide shows visit the 
Plant Forums page on our site. 

March 2022 www.calhortsociety.org Volume 89, Issue 3

Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, March 21, 6:30 p.m. online  
MORE About South African Amaryllid Geophytes for California 
with Ken Blackford

Ken is a hobbyist gardener from San Diego with roots in the Bay Area. He will 
extend his October Cal Hort presentation about South African bulbs for 
California, picking up from where he left off on South African Amaryllids, also 
elaborating on others which may be appropriate for our Mediterranean climate. 
Ken will discuss his experience and share images of geophyte genera: 
Veltheimia, Scilla, Lachenalia, Massonia, Ixia, and more. 


Bulletin of the
California Horticultural Society

Cultivating friendship, gardens, and fun for more than 88 years

Lachenalia pendulaMerwilla plumbea (=Scilla natalensis)
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https://calhortsociety.org/about/monthly-meetings/plant-forum/


 
 

 

Horticultural Events 
in the Area 
Ruth Bancroft 
Garden 
Low-Water 
Container 
Gardening 
(webinar)
Wednesday, 
March 30 
Full details and tickets: 
tinyurl.com/low-water 

San Francisco  
Bay Area Flower & 
Garden Show 
April 7-10 

 Alameda County Fairgrounds 
Pleasanton 
sfgardenshow.com 

Elizabeth F. Gamble Garden 
Spring Tour 
April 22-23 
Gamble Garden's popular 
annual Spring Tour is back in-
person for 2022! 
Full details and tickets: 
gamblegarden.org/springtour 

Hillside Gardeners of 
Montclair (Oakland, CA) 
Spring Garden Tour
April 24 
Featuring seven spectacular 
residential gardens in the 
Oakland hills. 
Full details and tickets: 
bit.ly/3JelZgL 

Interesting Reads 
Submitted by members 
Have YOU read something interesting you’d like to share? Drop us a note with 
the link, book title, or name of the article to info@calhort.org.

HarvardMagazine.com 
“Arnold Arboretum Turns 150” 
A excellent piece on the history of the Arboretum, its 
place in the world of horticulture, and its importance 
for the future. 
tinyurl.com/150-years 

TheConversation.com 
“How Ancient Plants ‘Learnt’ to Use Water  
When They Moved on to Land” 
In a recent paper, published in New Phytologist, the authors investigate, at the 
genetic level, how plants have learnt to use and manipulate water – from the 
first tiny moss-like plants to live on land in the Cambrian period (around 500 
million years ago) through to the giant trees forming complex forest ecosystems 
of today. 
tinyurl.com/ancient-plants 

Phys.org 
“Examining Sudden Evolutionary Change” 
Scott Hodges, a professor in UC Santa Barbara’s Department of Ecology, 
Evolution, and Marine Biology, along with doctoral student Zachary Cabin and 
their colleagues, have identified a case of a sudden evolutionary change.
tinyurl.com/evolutionary-change 

ThisColossal.com 
“A 900-Page Book Catalogs Hundreds of 
Medicinal Plants through Colorful 
Renaissance-Era Woodcuts” 
German physician and groundbreaking botanical 
researcher Leonhart Fuchs published an immense 
catalog of his studies in 1543 titled The New 

Herbal. It paired colorful woodcut illustrations of approximately 500 plants 
with detailed writings about their physical features, medical uses, and origins. 
Based on his original copy a new edition is being published.
tinyurl.com/plant-catalog 

Sunset.com 
“Best Desert Botanical Gardens to Visit in 
2022” 
Sunset has compiled a list of eight gardens in the 
Southwest that showcase the beauty and variety of 
plants hardy enough to grow in the deserts of the 
Southwest. 
tinyurl.com/desert-showcases    
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Highlights From Our February Plant Forum 
You can watch past Plant Forum videos on our YouTube Channel or view the slides on our website, and you can 
share your own images in the upcoming Plant Forum and/or on our Facebook page. (See page 1 sidebar for details.)

Guichenotia macrantha 
Submitted by Kristin Yanker-Hansen 

“This Guichenotia is in my garden in Danville. I have very clay soil…so I 
made a soil mix of clay pot shards, basalt and pieces of granite. I’ve planted 
some in the ground and some in pots. This one is in the ground. It should 
bloom in November but is blooming now.”

Ribes sanguineum ‘Claremont’ 
Submitted by Beryl Golden

Beryl has trained this up near her front entrance as a standard with one leader. 
According to Bart, this cultivar goes back to the first year of Rancho Santa 
Ana Botanic Garden in 1927. The original seed that gave rise to this cultivar 
was collected from the Monterey Peninsula. It is a free flowering member of 
the gooseberry family with typical blue-black fruit. Birds are attracted to its 
nectar and fruit.

Leucadendron ‘Little Bit’ 
Submitted by Ellen Frank

“I fell in love with this little Leucadendron at the Ruth Bancroft Garden. It 
was covered in blooms. I looked to add it to my garden and had to wait few 
years before I found it available. I’ve had this one in a pot for about 3 years. 
The literature says it will grow 2-3’ tall and 4-5’ wide.“

Arum palaestinum 
Submitted by Connie Levy

According to Connie, these come up reliably in early spring and have spread 
across her garden over time. She further revealed that they don’t seem to have 
any smell. According to horticultural resources it is poisonous if eaten fresh, 
but is evidently edible if prepared correctly and has been used for food and 
medicine. It comes up with the rains and goes dormant by late Spring. Connie 
also shared a photo of one of her canna lilies, of an unknown variety, which 
is, astonishingly, blooming right now. “It is over six feet tall and has never 
bloomed this early before.”
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The Plants of Armenia 
Tamar Galstyan, who spoke to us on the flora of 
Armenia last July, has written The Field Guide 
to the Plants of Armenia. Armenia is the meeting 
point of two major ecosystems, Caucasian and 
Irano-Turanian, with its many species that can 
be grown readily here in California. If you 
missed her talk you can watch it on our YouTube 
Channel at tinyurl.com/Tamar-Galstyon. Tamar’s 
book is available from independent booksellers 
through www.abebooks.com and from all the 
major online booksellers.

UC Davis Arboretum has secured funding and will soon begin work on Phase 2 
of their multi-year project to maintain and enhance the Arboretum Waterway. 
New project elements include increased storm water capacity, wetland and 
riparian habitat, pumps and weirs for water circulation, and concrete edges 
replaced with gently sloped banks of native vegetation.  
arboretum.ucdavis.edu/waterway 
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Phase 1 result. Project overview.

Arboretum Waterway Flood Protection and Habitat 
Enhancement Entering Phase 2
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