


At 7 PM we will have our featured presentation:

Ecology, Sustainability and 
the Urban Landscape of California

With Evan Meyer, Executive Director of the Theodore Payne Foundation



Seed Exchange
DEADLINE TO ORDER SEEDS for the seed exchange is FEB. 28th. 
The list is in the January Bulletin.   Amazing plants offered this year 
and many that are not available anywhere else. Thank you all who 
contributed, botanic gardens, growers, collectors, and like most of 
us the curious, the adventurous and nurturing gardeners that have 
backyards, balconies and any spot of soil we can plant a seed.  It 
takes time to collect, clean and send off these glimmers of hope to 
allow others the joy of a chance to have that special plant.   

A special THANK YOU to Dave Tivol who has been orchestrating 
this whole seed exchange program and much of it on his own since 
we cannot meet in person.    



Plant Forum

Thank you 
Beryl Golden,
Bob Finkel,
Charlotte Masson,
Connie Levy,
Ellen Frank,
Josh Schechtel, 
Judy Wong, 
Kristin Yanker-Hansen,
Saxon Holt

Thank you, 
for sharing your gardens, your 
gardening experiences, your 
questions and your advice at 
this month’s Plant Forum.  We 
love seeing what is happening 
in everyone’s gardens.  

Next month, send Forum pics to 
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net on or 
before Sunday, March 20th at 5pm

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Charlotte Masson gardens in San Francisco

Cymbidium

Tilandsias



Charlotte Masson

Iris cristata 
from Nancy Schramm plant sales

Iris unguicularis

Lapageria rosea



Ellen Frank 
gardens in Martinez

“I fell in love with this 
little Leucadendron at 
the Ruth Bancroft 
Garden. It was covered 
in blooms.  I looked to 
add it to my garden and 
had to wait few years 
before I found it 
available.  I’ve had this 
one in a pot for about 3 
years.  The literature 
says it will grow 2-3’ tall 
and 4-5’ wide. “

Leucadendron ‘Little Bit’

In the garden 
in its pot 
with an 
Aloe plicatilis
in a pot 
behind it 
ready  to 
bloom



Ellen Frank 

Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Park, Antioch 

“The flowers are calling, and I must go”  
- John Muir*

(*  kind of… Muir said “mountains”)



Per Bart O’Brien this is most likely a small poplar.

Salix catkins in same area 

Ellen Frank



Bob Finkel
gardens in Oakland

“I’m not 100% sure of the id for this plant. I think it’s Dasylirion quadrangulatum, but it could be  
longissimum or even something else. I planted it about 25 years ago and it’s been a slowly 
expanding sphere, kinetic in the wind, until this winter when, I guess, it reached adulthood.”

The coming of age of a Dasylirion…

December 3, 2021 December 31, 2021 February 18, 2022



Josh Schechtel 
gardens in San Francisco

Some of the gorgeous Magnolias and other plants blooming in 
The SF Botanical Garden at Strybing Arboretum on Feb. 16

Edgeworthia chrysantha Magnolia cultivar



Josh Schechtel

More from 
SF Botanical Garden at 
Strybing Arboretum

Magnolia campbellii cultivar

Magnolia stellata 



Saxon Holt 
Gardens in NovatoCamellia sasanqua ‘Yuletide’

Magnolia campbellii

Camelia ‘tulip time’’ 



Saxon Holt

Leucadendron ‘Safari Sunset’ Flowering Quince, 
Chaenomeles



Saxon Holt

Bulbs blooming 
now in 

Saxon’s garden

Leucojum aestivum
‘Gravity Giant’

Jonquils, Narcissus jonquilla



Saxon Holt

Some California Natives:
1. Milk Maids – Cardamine californica
2. Manzanita – Arctostaphylos sp.
3. Flowering current  - Ribes sanguinium
4. Western Hound’s tongue – Adelinia

grande (formerly Cynoglossum
grande)

5. Ceanothus Ray Hartman
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Judy Wong gardens in 
Menlo Park 

A surprise Babiana  
in Judy’s Garden.  

Babiana pygmaea



Judy Wong

more bulbs in bloom this month in Judy’s Garden.  

Lachenalia hybrid ‘Namakwa’ Lachenalia quadricolorMoraea tripetala ssp. Violacea



Connie Levy gardens in 
San Francisco

Grape hyacinth,
Muscari sp. 
There are 30 species 
of Muscari and they 
are native to the 
Mediterranean 
region, Asia Minor 
and the Caucasus

Canna lily, unknown 
variety.  
“It is over 6’ tall and 
has never bloomed 
this early before.” 



Connie Levy

Helleborus 
orientalis,
Lenten Rose 
propagated by 
Filoli

Arum Lily, Black Calla Lilly, Arum palestinum
It is poisonous if eaten fresh, but this is evidently 
edible if prepared correctly and has been used for 
food and medicine. It comes up with the rains and 
goes dormant by late Spring. The flowers are 
pollinated by flies and smells of yeast or rotting fruit as 
an attractant. Native to Eastern Mediterranean. 



Beryl Golden gardens 
in Richmond

Ribes sanguineum
‘Claremont’ 

Other accompanying plants:  Senecio kleiniiformis (blue succulent)
• Senecio kleiniiformis (blue succulent)
• Euphorbia martinii
• Lewisia cotyledon ‘Sunset Strain’ has been Flowering despite absolutely 

no direct sun since, maybe late summer or fall. 



Kristin Yanker-Hansen 
gardens in Danville

Guichenotia ledifolia
(left) and Guichenotia
micrantha (right) 
in the Malvaceae

Above left is in Archie Wessels’ Garden. A small attractive shrub around a meter high and wide, a good waterwise 
plant as it naturally occurs in low rainfall areas of Western Australia. It has nodding pink to mauve flowers from mid 
winter through most of spring, and narrow leaves covered in fine blue grey downy hair. The calyx is the showy part of 
the flower, with the true petals less significant. Best in a well drained soil, likes dappled shade to sunny positions. 
Prune after flowering to create denser growth habit. Naturally occurs on limestone soils in coastal Western Australia.



Saxon Holt

It is always great to 
see friends being 
acknowledged for 
their contributions to 
horticulture.

Bay Area’s own
Robin Parer, owner
of Geraniaceae and 
Cal Hort member was 
featured in the new 
(Jan/Feb 2022) 
American Horticulture 
magazine…with 
photos by Saxon!



Kristin Yanker- Hansen

Remember Tamar from our July 2021 
presentation on the Flora of Armenia…
Tamar’s book is now available!!! 

The flora of Armenia has diversity and richness from its geography. At a 
crossroad of two major ecosystems, Caucasian and Irano-Turanian, 
there are many species of value which can be grown readily here in 
California, as well as endemics of interest for botanical tourism.



PLANT FORUM: if you would like to share some pics and information regarding your 
garden in the Plant Forum at 6:30 (and we would love to see them), 
please follow the process below: 

• Email subject: “PLANT FORUM – YOUR NAME”
• Email anytime before 5:00 pm Sunday March 20th
• Email to: ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net
• Include:

Ø A picture (or pictures) of the plant 
Ø The name of the plant (if you know it, if not someone will)
Ø Any extra information (or we can get that verbally during the meeting)

Share!!!! 
We want to see some of your favorite 
plants, vignettes, tools, design elements or 
anything else that Cal Hort would be 
interested in seeing.

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Next Month

MORE About South African Amaryllid Geophytes 
for California!

with Ken Blackford
Monday, March 21 • 6:30 p.m. (online)

Ken is a hobbyist gardener 
from San Diego with roots 
in the Bay Area. He will 
extend his October Cal 
Hort presentation about 
South African bulbs for 
California, picking up from 
where he left off on South 
African Amaryllids, also 
elaborating on others 
which may be appropriate 
for our Mediterranean 
climate. Ken will discuss 
his experience and share 
images of geophyte 
genera: Veltheimia, Scilla, L
achenalia, Massonia, Ixia, 
and more.


