
 

 

 

 

When	Will	We	Meet		
(in	person)	Again?	
The	Cal	Hort	Council	has	been	
discussing	this	question	(as	
have	other	local	garden	groups)	
keeping	an	eye	on	rules	for	
public	gatherings,	
contemplating	a	possible	venue	
change	and	more.	We	are	
checking	in	with	other	groups	
who	have	attempted,	with	
limited	success,	to	resume	in-
person	or	host	hybrid	meetings.	
An	informal	poll	taken	at	the	
End-of-Year	Party	online	
showed	that	most	people	were	
not	yet	ready	to	resume	in-
person.	

Cal	Hort	Online	
Please	visit	our	website	for	
news,	updates,	arFcles,	and	
resources	at	calhortsociety.org	

The	presentations	by	our	
featured	speakers	can	be	found	
on	our	YouTube	channel	
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety	
Join	us	for	conversations	on	
Facebook	at	
www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort/	

Plant	Forum	
To	share	in	the	Plant	Forum	
send	images	and	any	text	to	
Ellen	Frank,	
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net,	by	
Sunday	prior	to	the	monthly	
meeting.	For	full	details	along	
with	the	slide	shows	visit	the	
Plant	Forums	page	on	our	site.
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Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, February 21, 6:30 p.m. online  
Ecology, Sustainability and the Urban Landscape of California 
with Evan Meyer, Executive Director, Theodore Payne Foundation 
We last heard from Evan Meyer in January 2020 when he was with the UCLA 
Mathias Botanical Garden. Now, as the executive director the Theodore Payne 
Foundation (TPF), he will discuss the mission, goals, and programs of TPF 
which works to make native plant landscapes much more common in urban and 
suburban California. TPF advances this cause through a variety of channels, 
including at the grassroots community level, within the professional landscape 
industry, and as part of the cultural fabric of Southern California. Evan will 
discuss several major initiatives of TPF, and share what TPF offers to Northern 
California gardeners.   

Cal Hort Meeting, Monday, March 21, 6:30 p.m. online  
MORE About South African Amaryllid Geophytes for California 
with Ken Blackford 
Ken is a hobbyist gardener from San Diego with roots in the Bay Area. He will 
extend his October Cal Hort presentation about South African bulbs for 
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Horticultural Events 
in the Area 
San Francisco Peninsula 
Camellia Society presents 
 61st annual Camellia 
Flower Show and 
Plant Sale 
February 19 & 20  
Community Activities Building 
1400 Roosevelt Avenue 
Redwood City  
Camelliasfpcs.org 

The San Francisco Orchid 
Society presents 
Orchid Masquerade 
69th Annual Pacific 
Orchid Exposition 
February 24–27 
SF County Fair Building 
Golden Gate Park 
1199 Ninth Ave, San Francisco 
Judging is being held on 
www.orchidsanfrancisco.org 

Nor Cal Landscape 
and Nursery Show 
 postponed until Feb 2023 

Friends of the Regional Parks 
Botanic Garden 
In-Person Plant Sales 
Mondays and Wednesday  
10 a.m. – Noon 
First Saturdays 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Regional Parks Botanic Garden 
Juniper Lodge  
via West Gate Entrance 
nativeplants.org/visit-the-
garden/plant-sales 

California, picking up from where he left off on South African Amaryllids, also 
elaborating on others which may be appropriate for our Mediterranean climate. 
Ken will discuss his experience and share images of geophyte genera: 
Veltheimia, Scilla, Lachenalia, Massonia, Ixia, and more. 


Western Hort Meeting 
Wednesday, February 9, 7:15 
p.m., online
Kyoto Garden
Apprenticeship Adventures
with Leslie Buck 

Leslie Buck traveled from California 
to Japan where she carried out a three 
season apprenticeship in private 
homes, monasteries, and an 
Emperor’s garden, working with “one 

of the oldest and most highly acclaimed landscape companies in Japan.” 
Working inside a tight-knit, elite pruning crew, she learned how to balance 
strength with grace, seriousness with humor, and technique with heart. Her 
photos will allow you to enter the gardens of Japan, meeting traditional 
craftsmen along the way, as she describes her personal journey apprenticing in a 
Kyoto landscaping company. 

Leslie Buck is the author of the Japanese garden memoir, Cutting Back-My 
Apprenticeship In The Gardens Of Kyoto, by Timber Press. See her 
website lesliebuckauthor.com for a link to her podcast on NPR’s Cultivating 
Place! Leslie currently lives in Berkeley and has a natural pruning and design 
consultation business for California native gardens.   
Watch your email for the invitation link.  

Just Bee-cause? 
Phoenix and Shalaco sometimes dress 
as bees and walk along the streets of 
San Francisco sprinkling wildflower 
seeds out of spice shakers onto vacant 
lots and anywhere else they have a 
chance of germinating. The couple 
are on a mission to increase the native 
butterfly and bee population in the 
city and make gardening accessible to 
everyone. A one minute video about 
this project is available on YouTube: 
youtu.be/qWFF9COJ6L4 

Screen grab from Urban Seed Shakers Phoenix & Shalaco, 
a film from 60 Second Doc.

Ken Blackford continued from previous page
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Highlights From Our January Plant Forum 
You can watch past Plant Forum videos on our YouTube Channel or view the slides on our website, and you can 
share your own images in the upcoming Plant Forum and/or on our Facebook page. (See page 1 sidebar for details.)

Amanita muscaria 
Submitted by Judy Wong 

“Not in my garden, but due to Nextdoor.com postings or rain 
resulting in ‘superbloom’ I’ve had opportunity to see these locally. 
Had only seen them in wild areas previously.” 
Amanita muscaria is found world-wide. It will eventually open up 
flat.

Deuterocohnia brevifolia 
Submitted by Casper Curto, ©Succulentsandmore.com

Someone thought the little star ornament complimented the natural 
shape of the foliage! Casper and Daryl love to share their garden 
and there is something for every taste—cactus, succulents, 
bromeliads, orchids, exotics, and topicals—the strange and the 
beautiful. They welcome visitors (as long as they call in advance).

Luculia gratissima  
Submitted by Ellen Frank

“Native to the Himalayas in China, Nepal, India, and Bhutan and 
grow at 5,000 feet elevation. In cultivation, it grows best in mild 
climate areas. Luculia gratissima grows about 10’ high and has 
pink flowers (I assume this is the species in the picture).There is a 
larger flowered white species as well, L. grandiflora with large 
white flowers. Literature says to prune back after flowering to 
prevent a leggy appearance and the plant flowers on new wood.  
Like Azaleas and Rhododendrons, it prefers acid, well drained soil 
with lots of loose open organic matter, and partial shade. This 
particular one is in front of Flowerland Nursery on Solano Avenue 
in Albany.”  

Moraea polystachya 
Submitted by Kathy Echols

“These are multiplying faster than I thought they would.”
This cormous perennial tolerates summer water and survives 
without irrigation as well. It is evidently toxic to livestock and is 
native to central South Africa and Namibia.
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Roots of Beauty 
An article posted on Open Culture, a free content curator run out of (but not 
affiliated with) Stanford University, alerted us to the collection of 1,180 root 
system drawings at Wageningen University & Research. These surprisingly 
beautiful illustrations were created to enhance scientific understanding and are 
the outcome of 40 years of  root system excavations in Europe, mainly in 
Austria. 
To read the article: tinyurl.com/2xb7wx4d 

To view the collection: tinyurl.com/Root-Drawings 

https://
www.openculture.com/
2022/01/1100-delicate-
drawings-of-root-systems-
reveals-the-hidden-world-of-
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Time is Running Out 
to Request Seeds!  
The 2022 Seed Exchange List is 
included with the January 
Bulletin and is also available on 
our website.  Don’t wait, send 
in your request today! 

Thanks to all of you who 
donated seeds. Complete the 
form and submit by the end of 
February, along with $5, so you 
don’t miss out! 

Visit calhortsociety.org/
about/annual-seed-exchange 
for more info. 
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