


Cristóbal will be back to elaborate on how the natural principles Cristóbal presented in 
September can be applied to wherever you garden. He will take us on a Chilean garden tour 
to show several different gardens throughout Chile which fulfill his vision that plant 
selection can make the difference between, what he would say a beautiful green and 
colorful biological desert or a full-of-life amazing garden ecosystem.  Successful gardens that 
work with natural systems rely on being adapted to their specific location. Gardeners and 
designers can adapt these principles to satisfy the senses, aesthetically, ecologically and 
functionally wherever they garden.

At 7 PM we will have our 
featured presentation:

Applying 
Site Specific Principles to 
California Gardens

With Cristóbal Elgueta

Make a difference and 
create a full-of-life 

amazing garden 
ecosystem



Seed Exchange
Did you see that seed list in the Bulletin this month?  Amazing 
plants offered this year and many that are not available anywhere 
else. Thank you all who contributed, botanic gardens, growers, 
collectors, and like most of us the curious, the adventurous and 
nurturing gardeners that have backyards, balconies and any spot of 
soil we can plant a seed.  It takes time to collect, clean and send off 
these glimmers of hope to allow others the joy of getting a chance 
to have that particular plant. 

A special THANK YOU to Dave Tivol who has been orchestrating 
this whole seed exchange program and much of it on his own since 
we cannot meet in person.    



Plant and Stories Forum
Thank you 
Kathy Echols,
Connie Levy, 
Judy Wong, 
Beryl Golden, 
Casper Curto,
Ellen Frank,
Bart O’Brien

Thank you, 
for sharing your gardens, your 
gardening experiences, your 
questions and your advice at 
this month’s Plant Forum.  We 
love seeing what is happening 
in everyone’s gardens.  

Next month, send Forum pics to 
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net on or 
before Sunday, February 20th at 5pm

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Kathy Echols gardens in 
Martinez, CA

Moraea polystachya-
“These are multiplying faster than I thought they would.”

This cormous perennial 
tolerates summer water 
and survives without 
irrigation as well.  
Annie’s Annuals does 
have this blooming and 
for sale now. 
This is evidently toxic to 
livestock.

Native to Central South 
Africa and Namibia.



Kathy Echols 

Montanoa arborescens
(Montanoa leucantha
var. arborescens), Mexican 
Tree Daisy

“This froze down in 2016, but 
came back and here it is in 2022
This fast-growing shrub to 10 + 
feet has a display of clouds of 
showy white daisies in fall and 
winter.  San Francisco Botanical 
Garden website says the flowers 
in mass have a sweet cherry 
scent.
It does need protection from 
hard frosts.  
Grows in sun or light shade.
It is native to cloud forests, so 
prefers moderate temperatures.   
It can be drought tolerant once 
established, but looks better with 
irrigation. 



Kathy Echols

Lachenalia red – species unknown, but maybe bulbifera (?).  Lachenalia 
bulbifera generally has dark green or purple markings on the broad surfaces according to the 
Pacific Bulb society website, which these don’t seem to have. 



Connie Levy gardens in 
San FranciscoD, CA

Brugmansia – Angel’s Trumpet

You will see these flower machines blooming 
all around the Bay Area pretty much year-
round.  The flowers are wonderfully fragrant 
and come in a variety of colors, pink, white, 
yellow, peach, orange and red.   It is a bit cold 
tender so keep that in mind, but it grows fast if 
you need to replace it.   It likes rich soil and 
regular watering. 

“This is one of the Brugmansias I bought at the sale. It 
has bloomed twice, even though it's still in a 1-gallon 
pot.  However it looks like my Charles Grimaldi rather 
than the photo that was with it. The label is very 
faded and I'm hoping someone will help me figure 
out what it is.”   

It was discussed and the label was not clear, but it 
was determined the label said Brugmansia ‘Jean 
Pasco’ which has similar flowers to ‘Charles Grimaldi’



Ellen Frank gardens in 
Martinez

The story of two succulents

Aloe ‘Safari Sunrise’

Bulbine latifolia 
with beautiful 
spires of lemon-
yellow flowers

and Aloe ‘Safari 
Sunrise’ with 
spikes of showy 
bicolor rosey-red 
and white 
flowers.

Bulbine latifolia 



Ellen Frank

The Deer Sphere 
is doing its job on the 
Aloe 

Aloe Safari Sunrise’

Chomp! Chomp!Chomp!Chomp!

Arrrrrggggg!!!!!  
The foliage looks 
great, but…

I think it would 
be better with 
those lovely 
lemon-yellow 
spires of color.

– the blooms are protected!!!



Ellen Frank 

Indian Warrior or Warrior’s Plume – Pedicularis densiflora , is 
in the broomrape family and is a hemiparasite which means it 
can survive on its own, but if presented the opportunity, it will 

tap into a host, commonly Manzanitas or members of the 
Ericaceae.  It is found in woodlands and in this case was in 

Chaparral on the South side of Mt. Diablo. Las Pilitas Nursery 
says it is pretty near impossible to grow in a garden. 

California 
Milk Maids –
Cardamine 
californica (syn. 
Dentaria 
californica) one of 
the first of the 
season to bloom.  
It grows shaded by 
woodland trees.

Early Wildflowers on Mt. Diablo 
blooming on 1/8/2022



Ellen Frank

Native to the Himalayas in China, Nepal, India 
and Bhutan and grow at 5,000 feet elevation.  
In cultivation, it grows best in mild climate 
areas.

This particular one is in front of Flowerland
Nursery on Solano Ave. in Albany.  

Luculia gratissima grows about 10’ high and 
has pink flowers (I assume this is the species in 
the picture).  There is a larger flowered white 
species as well, L. grandiflora with large white 
flowers.  Literature says to prune back after 
flowering to prevent a leggy appearance and 
the plant flowers on new wood.  Like Azaleas 
and Rhododendrons, it prefers acid, well 
drained soil with lots of loose open organic 
matter and partial shade.  This one is on the 
North side of the building. 

Luculia  - delightfully fragrant



Ellen Frank

Annie’s Annuals & Perennials says this plant is tough as nails and I would 
agree with that, however it is shy to bloom for me.  Annie’s also says this 
blooms Spring through Fall and here it is in Winter and it is finally 
blooming where I actually notice it. In my opinion the foliage is a bit foul 
smelling, but it is care-free and a good filler. Annie’s indicates it is frost 
sensitive, though I’ve never protected it or thought of protecting it…though 
that kind of goes with my gardening philosophy…if it can’t take it…it won’t 
last in my garden.  

Plectranthus neochilus



Casper Curto gardens 
in Oakland, CA

Some orchids blooming in Casper’s garden currently



Casper Curto

Casper Curto and Daryl Ducharme’s garden 

Featured garden in Gerhard Bock’s blog “Succulents and More”

A league of its own: Casper's and Daryl's garden in Oakland

• https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTpPjmapTr5l5E9XkAGoOIA
• https://www.succulentsandmore.com/2020/11/a-league-of-its-own-caspers-

and-daryls_13.html

Casper and Daryl love to share their garden and there is something for 
every taste – cactus, succulents, bromeliads, orchids, exotics & 
topicals—the strange and the beautiful.
AND…the best is that they love to have folks visit their garden. Photos are copyrighted by 

Succulentsandmore.com

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTpPjmapTr5l5E9XkAGoOIA


Casper Curto

The lower garden

I

Photos are copyrighted by 
Succulentsandmore.com

Dioscorea elephantipes

Deuterocohnia brevifolia



Casper Curto

Then up the 
long set of 
steps to the 
Upper 
Garden

Photos are copyrighted by 
Succulentsandmore.com

Thunbergia mysorensis

Vireya Rhododendron



Judy Wong gardens in 
Menlo Park 

Some bulbs in 
bloom this month 
in Judy’s Garden.  

Gladiolus flanaganii or 
“Suicide Lily” 
It is called the Suicide Lily 
since it grows on steep cliffs
and collectors would make
fun that it was so risky trying
to collect it. Massonia depressa –

This was planted from seed about 5 
years ago.  It bloomed for the first time 
last year. 



Judy Wong

“Not in my garden but 
due to Nextdoor.com
postings or rain resulting 
in “superbloom” I’ve had 
opportunity to see these 
locally. Had only seen 
them in wild areas 
previously. 

Amanita muscaria 
or "fly agaric" because it was used to attract 
and kill flies, it is however not an agaric 
mushroom.

It is found world-wide and it is evidently illegal to buy, sell or 
possess this mushroom.   It will eventually open up flat.



Beryl Golden 
Gardens in Richmond

“I do not know which one is it is but it is doing quite well 
especially for this time of year, and it is severely rootbound”

These perennials are easy to care for, bloom year-round and 
are great for filling in and covering the ground.

Bidens

Lots of varieties 
and mostly in 
combinations of 
orange and yellow.  
They are prolific 
bloomers and are 
attractive to 
butterflies, bees 
and well suited to 
pollinator gardens.  

Ellen Frank contributed 
the Yellow Bidens pics 



Bart O’Brien gardens in Point Richmond and 
the Tilden Regional Parks Botanic Garden 

Those Showy Flowering currents AGAIN…..
This one is 
Ribes malvaceum ’Dancing Tassels’

Native to San Clemente Island, 
this selection is vigorous, 
growing 10 feet tall and wide.  
The inflorescence is up to 12 
inches long and has one of the 
biggest, if not the largest fruit of 
all the native Ribes.  It is 
evergreen in Pt. Richmond and 
summer dormant in Southern 
California.  Can take full sun 
near the coast and inland needs 
some protection from the hot 
sun.  



PLANT FORUM: if you would like to share some pics and information regarding your 
garden in the Plant Forum at 6:30 (and we would love to see them), 
please follow the process below: 

• Email subject: “PLANT FORUM – YOUR NAME”
• Email anytime before 5:00 pm Sunday February 20th
• Email to: ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net
• Include:

Ø A picture (or pictures) of the plant 
Ø The name of the plant (if you know it, if not someone will)
Ø Any extra information (or we can get that verbally during the meeting)

Share!!!! 
We want to see some of your favorite 
plants, plant combinations, or anything that 
Cal Hort would be interested in seeing.

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Next Month 

Mission statement:  Theodore Payne Foundation inspires and 
educates Southern Californians about the beauty and ecological 
benefits of California native plant landscapes.

Monday, February 21st

6:30 p.m. online

Theodore Payne Foundation
A non-profit organization to 
perpetuate California’s native flora

What the Foundation offers to Northern 
California
By Evan Meyer, Executive Director 


