




Plant and Stories 
Forum

Robbie Ridenour, 
Ellen Frank, 
Janet Hoffmann, 
Suzanne Breshears , 
Charlotte Mason,
Mary Engle 
Judy Wong, 
Mark Delepine, 
Beryl Golden, 
Saxon Holt, 
Lorena Gorsche and 
Bart O’brien

Thank you, 
for sharing your love of 
gardening, your stories and 
your advice at this month’s end 
of year celebration.  We love 
seeing what is happening in 
everyone’s gardens.  

Next month, send Forum pics to 
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net on or 
before Sunday, January 16th at 5pm

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Robbie Ridenour
gardens in 
Oakland, Oregon

Our Big Rambling Rose Move



Robbie Ridenour



Ellen Frank gardens in 
Martinez

Inspiration from 
the Western Hort 
November 
meeting 
presentation on 
crevice 
gardening with 
plants bought at 
the Cal Hort 
plant sale.  

Recording of the 
presentation is on the 
Western Hort website 
(links to past 
programs are on the 
bottom of page of 
upcoming speakers) .

Anemone drummondii
var. lithophila

Penstemon procerus

Unknown plant 
growing in the Tufa 
tub for years.  Anyone 
know what it is? 



Ellen Frank

Just an 
awesome 
pruning job 
on a couple 
of fruitless 
mulberries.  

Pruning 
with a 
purpose.  



Janet Hoffmann 
gardens in Campbell

The first photo is Ribes blooming 
right now and the second is from 
January 2021. It seems to be at 
least a month earlier. Another 
interesting note is that with no 
summer water the half that gets the 
most afternoon sun lost its leaves 
this year and has yet to bloom. The 
side in more shade from the CA 
pepper tree above it, kept its leaves 
and is blooming early. 

Ribes malvaceum ‘Christy Ridge'

Below is my pummelo 
which is ripening a couple 
months earlier than usual.  
I have yet to pick the fruit 
but it is usually still green 
this time of year.

This year Dec. 2021

Last year Jan. 2021



Suzanne Breshears
gardens in Oakdale, CA

PRUNING ADVICE:
Suzanne sent this beautiful picture of 
Caesalpinia pulcherrima (Red Bird of 
Paradise) taken in June and said if you 
want yours to look like this, then it 
would be best to prune it down to 12 
inches on December 7th . 
(They suggested December 1st, but tomorrow probably 
will be just as good.)   



Charlotte Masson 
gardens in San Francisco

Hoya bella – wax flower

“This was a Cal Hort opportunity table acquisition 

success story. It was donated by Kristin Yanker-Hansen”

Hoya lanceolata ssp. bella (syn. Hoya bella) is 

commonly grown as a houseplant and they are in 
the family Apocynaceae and subfamily Asclepiadoideae.  

(Note: the family Asclepiadaceae, is now classified as 
the subfamily Asclepiadoideae of the dogbane family, 
Apocynaceae). It is named in honor of the 18th-century 

botanist Thomas Hoy who was the gardener to the Duke 

of Northumberland.  It is native to southern Asia, 

Australia, and the Pacific Islands

The sweetly scented waxy flowers can appear year-round 

and are arranged in clusters that hang down which lend 

themselves to a hanging container so one is able to look 

up into the flowers. 



Judy Wong gardens in 
Menlo Park and browses 
on Instagram. 

Double Take…
Like that old 
advertisement, it is live 
or is it Memorex?  In 
this case, water it or eat 
it?  Judy found this 
succulent dish garden 
on Instagram that Luke 
Vincentini has created 
and there are some 
spectacular…live or 
Memorex cake 
examples.  



Judy Wong

So, Judy’s friends 
created this cake for her 
birthday!!!!   
So much FUN!!!



Judy Wong

Chestnuts roasting on an 
open fire…. Hmmmm

my friend give me a bag of chestnuts and 
when looking for info on preparing them, I 
find that they are California Buckeyes and 
toxic! Not the same as chestnuts grown in the 
East for culinary use.:))

Chestnuts (edible)
Castanea sativa (the culinary chestnut of 
roasting)  is in the beech family Fagaceae

Horse Chestnuts (toxic)
Aesculus californica, or California horse-
chestnut (buckeye) is in the family 
Sapindaceae, the soapberry family along 
with maples and lychees. 



Judy Wong (Menlo Park) and Mary Engle (Berkeley) 

Rhodophiala bifida var. spathacea
Pink Oxblood Lily
These opened up on the day of 
the September meeting, Sept. 20th

and it was too late for that 
forum…

The right two pics and text were 

from the October plant Forum….

and there was some question 

regarding the similarity to 

Zephyranthes, pictured on the right 

from Mary  - Zephyranthes carinata
(? species).

FOLLOW UP 

from October Forum



Mark Delepine 
gardens in Berkeley

Mark’s garden 
evolution (or a section 
of Mark’s garden) from 
1995 to present.  Over 
25 years of developing, 
changing and transiting 
to new ideas, new 
interests and adapting 
to the dynamic nature 
of plants and gardens. 
That is what makes 
them so interesting 
and creative.   There 
are many factors that 
go into a garden, 
microclimate, plant 
types, use of the space, 
the interests of the 
gardener and much 
more.

Trellises

Blue container 
fountain

Gate



Mark Delepine 
gardens in Berkeley

Gradually I started planting other corners, built the 
greenhouse and redid the gate. It is winter or early 
spring in this picture but clearly this bed had no 
bones yet. I just noticed both the Fuyu persimmon 
(near right) and the Fuji apple are in. Closer to the 
greenhouse is an apricot tree which failed to thrive, 
so I eventually replaced it with the indigo blue 
Iochroma cyaneum.

BEFORE: 
Approx. 1995, I'd been gardening here for 
about 2 or 3 years. Where you first 
enter the back garden, featuring an archway which 
helped define and separate the gravel entry garden 
from what started out as the circle lawn beyond.
The crescent shaped bed at this point had been 
fussed with by me for at least 3 years. 

archway

Circle lawn behind

1.

2.



Mark Delepine

Overall view of the garden, 
(about 2004), showing the 
location of the circle lawn.
There is an arch below the 
gold/orange roses in the 
foreground which connects the 
circle lawn on the left to the gravel 
entry garden on the right. Beyond 
the gravel area is a little courtyard 
made of broken concrete that 
extends out from the back door. 
Between the Palo Verde tree and 
the tree fern a path winds around a 
large Gunnera m. plant and black 
bamboo (in deep shade) back 
under the reddish foliage of the 
Australian tea tree to a juncture I 
call the "Y". From there it is 
possible to pass under another arch 
to the broken concrete courtyard or 
continue straight to the circle lawn.

Gate 
entrance

Lawn 
Circle

Arches

The “Y” 



Mark Delepine

Gravel Entry Garden.
Looking past the fountain from the 
corner bench toward the dry island 
bed in the distance.

The fountain through the arch beside the greenhouse.



Mark Delepine

Gravel Entry Garden.
Dry island bed in the distance.



Beryl Golden 
Gardens in Richmond

Agave attenuata 'Nova’ –
Blue Fox Tail Agave 

“This agave had gotten too large 
and was bending too much 
towards the southwest for its 
location. 

I severed this head from its stem 
on July 4th, let its stem dry for a 
couple of weeks, then put it in 
this container with 
approximately 20% soil on the 
bottom. I did not moisten the 
soil until I saw new growth. One 
of these days I will remove some 
of the old damaged leaves and 
plant it in the ground.”



Beryl Golden 
Gardens in Richmond

FESTUCA glauca 'Golden Toupee’

“I hope the yellowish-green color comes 
through; I like the color of these leaves.
I ordered some plugs of FESTUCA glauca 
'Golden Toupee' at EMERISA GARDENS in 
Santa Rosa about ten years ago.” (It is no 
longer on their plant list of Festucas that 
they grow)

Looks like it is still available from 
several sources online.

“It has never flowered that I can 
remember. I neglected it for many 
years. I left it in a 4" in the shade. It just 
kept on living despite the poor 
conditions.”



Saxon Holt 
Gardens in Novato

My December 3rd Garden



Saxon Holt My December 3rd Garden



Saxon Holt 

My December 3rd Garden



Lorena Gorsche
Gardens in Lake Oswega, Oregon 
about 8 miles south of Portland

December Sunflowers in Northern Oregon?

“I planted seeds in September for fun! Wanted to dispel the Pacific North-
West cold.  Very unusual weather up here, or has it become ‘the normal’! 
Two years ago, I bought my house, January moved in, by March all the 
invasive ivy and periwinkle  was pulled out.  I began shopping for plants. 
COVID hit, seeds replaced shopping and of course Annie’s Annuals 

shopping gave me the opportunity 
to have native plants spring of 
2020. 

The sunflower seeds were saved 
from my hardy seeds planted last 
year. Some I gleaned along the road 
side. Don’t know what variety.”



Bart O’brien
Gardens in Point RichmondRibes malvaceum ’Dancing Tassels’

Ipheion ‘Jessie’ in bloom now

Streptocarpus ’HP’



Bart O’brien

Cneoridium dumosum - Bush Rue



Bart O’brien

Berberis (Mahonia) harrisoniana

Berberis (Mahonia) claireae



Bart O’brien
Acer circinatum

Xylococcus bicolor



Here is Mark Delepine, Andy Stone, Richard Starkeson 
and Ellen Frank hanging up the big sign outside.

Tosh Phillips putting together 
some tasty bits of apricot, goat 
cheese and basil on a colorful 
bed of persimmon leaves

Janet 
Hoffmann 
working the 
floor with 
Mark Delepine 
and Connie 
Levy waiting 
for some 
action.

Some happy 
customers 
leaving the book 
area. Daxin Liu 
(the book 
cashier) sitting 
with his back to 
the camera.

Cal Hort Plant and 
Book Sale 
on November 14th



PLANT FORUM: if you would like to share some pics and information regarding your 
garden in the Plant Forum at 6:30 (and we would love to see them), 
please follow the process below: 

• Email subject: “PLANT FORUM – YOUR NAME”
• Email anytime before 5:00 pm Sunday January 16th
• Email to: ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net
• Include:

Ø A picture (or pictures) of the plant 
Ø The name of the plant (if you know it, if not someone will)
Ø Any extra information (or we can get that verbally during the meeting)

Share!!!! 
We want to see some of your favorite 
plants, plant combinations, or anything that 
Cal Hort would be interested in seeing.

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Next Month –

Cristóbal will be back to elaborate on how the natural principles Cristóbal presented in 
September can be applied to wherever you garden. He will take us on a Chilean garden tour 
to show several different gardens throughout Chile which fulfill his vision that plant 
selection can make the difference between, what he would say a beautiful green and 
colorful biological desert or a full-of-life amazing garden ecosystem.  Successful gardens that 
work with natural systems rely on being adapted to their specific location. Gardeners and 
designers can adapt these principles to satisfy the senses, aesthetically, ecologically and 
functionally wherever they garden.

Monday, January 17, 
6:30 p.m. online

Applying 
Site Specific Principles to 
California Gardens

With Cristóbal Elgueta

Make a difference and 
create a full-of-life 

amazing garden 
ecosystem


