


Cal Hort
October 18, 2021

Plant Forum
Thank you, Judy Wong, Charlotte Mason, Daisy Mah, Connie Levy, Mary Sue Ittner, and Bart 
O’brien for sharing and your contribution to this month’s meeting.  We love seeing what is 
happening in everyone’s gardens.  

Next month:  no plant forum or meeting, but….
we are having a Plant and Book Sale. 
Where:   San Francisco County Fair Building,   9th Avenue and Lincoln
When:   Sunday, November 14, 2021
Time:  11 AM – 3 PM

We are having a Plant and Book Sale in lieu of our normal November meeting. 
If you can help out (anytime between 9am and 5pm), please contact Ellen Frank at 
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net .   We will need help setting up, cleaning up afterwards, and selling during the 
sale.  Volunteers will receive a voucher for 12 plant drawing tickets to use at a future in person meeting. 

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


November

San Francisco County Fair Building, 
Ninth Avenue at Lincoln Way, San Francisco

This special in-person plant and book sale will feature plants that have been specially grown for this sale 
including many species not normally or readily available, as well as plants propagated from Ted Kipping’s garden.

The books are from Ted Kipping’s extensive library. We will be offering them at very reasonable prices to make 
them available to all. The topics include nature, gardening, travel and botany. Many of these were not part of 
the first sale in February 2020.

We’ll need volunteers to help set up, sell and clean up on the day of the sale and transport plants if needed and 
we’ve got a nice gift for you if you can help.



Cal Hort
October 18, 2021

Plant Forum

And in December:  PARTY, PARTY!!!!  We will be having a virtual PARTY in December, on Monday 
Dec. 6th to celebrate and share.   More to come on that in the bulletin and via emails.

We will be having a little different plant forum….we will be sharing anything…. Your favorite 
plant, your favorite garden you may have visited in the past, favorite tool, things you may be 
grateful for, a funny thing happened to me in my garden, a “what was I thinking of when I planted 
this?”…anything that is plant related or would be interesting to plant/garden groupies, like us. 

Please send pictures to Ellen Frank (ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net) and please have the subject as 
“Plant Forum – and your name” by 5:00 pm on the  prior to the jext meeting or anytime before 
then.  Include, if you want a little about the plant, the garden or the situation. …. Or just send it 
and you can tell the story of the picture during the forum.   That is what the plant discussion is all 
about. 

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Judy Wong 
gardens in Menlo Park 

Rhodophiala bifida 
var. spathacea

Pink Oxblood Lily

These opened up on 
the day of the 
September meeting, 
Sept. 20th and it was 
too late for that 
forum…



Charlotte Mason
gardens in San Francisco

Nerine collage



Daisy Mah gardens in 
Sacramento

Cyclamen hederifolium from Italy and Turkey

Cyclamen Persicum, 
Florist’s Cyclamen

from S.E. Mediterranean, N. 
Africa

Cyclamen 
hederifolium &

Cycalmen coum, 
pewter forms



Daisy Mah

Sarracenia x ‘Scarlet Belle’ 
hybrid pitcher plant, Canadian Arctic 
to New Jersey.  This a hybrid between 
S. leucophylla and S. psittacine (the 
parrot-pitcher).  Vendors of this hybrid 
describe the pitchers turning and 
laying downwards as they mature, just 
like the picture shows.  



Connie Levy gardens 
in San Francisco

Connie has a bromeliad 
Just about to bloom….
Billbergia sp. (?)
Growing in the ground?



Connie Levy

From last month:  “Another one that came up from seed and is just 
blooming on the right looks to be in the Solanaceae family along with the 
Physalis, tomatillo, eggplant, peppers and the Ground Cherry.
Anyone know what it is?”

Looks to be a tomatillo.

Update – remember that mystery 
plant from Connie’s garden last 
month?   Well, it got husks, so 
confirmed, Tomatillo it is!



Connie Levy 

Nerine Lilies



Connie Levy

Schlumbergera bridgesii
Christmas Cactus

Native to coastal 
mountains of Brazil, these 
showy succulents are 
epiphytic, growing on rocks 
or in trees.  They prefer 
shade to partial shade and 
high humidity .

Connie says it is 
“Blooming unusually early”



Mary Sue Ittner 
gardens in Gualala, CA 

These are bulbs that are 
currently blooming in Mary 
Sue’s Gualala, CA garden in 
Mendocino County between Sea Ranch and 
Pt. Arena.  Many of the Amaryllids that are 
successful in Southern California are 
challenging in what used to be a wetter 
climate of Gualala. 

“I grow quite a few Cyclamen species and found 
they do really well in my climate and are now 
naturalizing all over my garden although I still 
have a lot in pots. Many of the species eventually 
have tubers that need their own pot since they 
are really large, so growing from seed can yield a 
lot of plants. Last year I had flowering from one 
species or another from July through May. 
Flowering at the moment are Cyclamen cilicium, 
Cyclamen cyprium (just starting), Cyclamen 
graecum, Cyclamen hederifolium, Cyclamen 
mirabile, and Cyclamen rohlfsianum. Cyclamen 
africanum has just finished. “

Cyclamen graecum is native to southern Greece, the Greek 
Islands, southern Turkey and Cyprus and has wonderful leaves. 
Since I've grown it from seed the leaves in each plant are 
different. 



Interruption of Mary Sue’s cyclamens.  
Bart also sent this species of Cyclamen as well, Cyclamen 
graecum.    Question…why does Mary Sue’s have leaves 
already and Bart’s doesn’t?  Different climate? Pot vs. 
ground?  Fertilizer?

Hmmmmm???  



Mary Sue Ittner

Cyclamen hederifolium, from Europe is 
supposed to be one of the easiest from seed 
and it is one of the ones appearing the 
earliest and in interesting places in my 
garden thanks to the ants. It flowers before 
the leaves appear. 

Cyclamen mirabile (mirabile in 
latin means amazing, wonderful 
or miraculous)



Mary Sue IttnerA volunteer Nerine 

Nerine sarniensis ‘BetHudson’ Nerine sarniensis Nerine Wombe X Carmenita

“I received some of 
those bulbs and the 
top three are from 
some of the ones 
flowering so far this 
year.”  The volunteer 
showed up in a 
Veltheimia pot.

From the Pacific Bulb Society’s wiki:  “The late Ed Zinkowski was a talented and serious 
hybridizer of Nerines as well as many other bulbous plants. He volunteered as a docent for 
over a decade at the Huntington Botanic Gardens. He passed away in 1995, leaving no heirs 
and several greenhouses full of bulbs, including a large collection of Nerine hybrids. Steve 
Vinisky organized a rescue of many of the bulbs, which were distributed to several members 
of the International Bulb Society. Unfortunately, Mr. Zinkowski's breeding records were lost, 
so we don't know the parentage of most of these bulbs, although they clearly involve Nerine 
sarniensis. The names are those given on the tags in the pots.”

https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/NerineZinkowskiHybrids
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/Nerine



Mary Sue Ittner

South African Oxalis
“I grow a number of South 
African Oxalis that flower in 
the very late summer-fall. It's a 
time when a lot of other bulbs 
are not in flower yet and they 
are welcome with their bright 
colors and interesting leaves 
and often long flowering 
period. I grow them in pots, 
but the pollinators love them 
(as shown in one of the 
photos) and seed can be 
disbursed unknowingly after 
flowering so I do find a few I 
have not planted showing up 
in the ground. So far this has 
not been a problem. “

Oxalis engleriana w/ pollinator

Oxalis bowiei

Oxalis callosa

Oxalis engleriana



Mary Sue Ittner

Oxalis hirta, 
two color forms

Oxalis livida

Oxalis palmifrons
grown for its leaves 
until I learned how 
to get it to flower

Oxalis zeekoevleyensis
one of the first to appear 
each year



Mary Sue Ittner

These two photos are South African plants in the iris family. 

Moraea polystachya flowers only last a few days at the 
most, but more are produced over a number of months. It 
does best with occasional summer water.

Gladiolus carmineus flowers first and the leaves 
appear later. It is a coastal plant in South Africa and 
is appearing in my garden in multiple places where 
seeds have found their way.



Mary Sue Ittner

Crocus goulimyi

“The most consistent fall flowering Crocus for me is 
Crocus goulimyi from Greece. 

Crocus asumaniae from Turkey is flowering at the 
moment as well. 

Hyacinthoides lingulata from North Africa is a dwarf 
species that flowers in the fall.”

Crocus asumaniae

Hyacinthoides lingulata
Bart O’Brien photo 
of C. goulimyi



Mary Sue Ittner

Narcissus cantabricus

“Nothoscordum montevidense flowers both in 
the fall and in the spring. It is native to 
Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay. I grow it in my 
unheated greenhouse .”n a pot.

Nothoscordum montevidense

Oxalis peridicaria“I lose Narcissus bulbs to 
the Narcissus bulb fly every 
year, but there are often 
smaller ones that flower in 
subsequent years including 
this Narcissus cantabricus
native to southern Spain, 
the Balearic Islands, 
Algeria, and Morocco.”

The yellow Oxalis perdicaria is 
native to Chile (also Argentina 
and Brazil) and is dormant in 
summer and flowers in the fall.

Some miscellaneous 
fall blooming bulbs



Bart O’Brien gardens 
in Berkeley and Point Richmond

Vireya Rhododendron

Native to the Maylay-Indonesian 
archipelago, these Rhododendrons 
are frost tender and can be grown 
indoors as a potted plant in winter 
and outside after frost.   They are 
prized by the waxy long-lasting 
flowers and the broader color 
range includes oranges and golds.  
Many are fragrant.  They need 
good drainage and rich acid soils.  



Bart O’Brien

Chilopsis linearis 
’Lucretia Hamilton’  This “Desert Willow” 
selection was chosen for its more compact, smaller 
growing habit than the species and the deep 
intense color of the flowers 



Bart O’Brien

Ericameria cuneata,  Cliff Goldenbush

Native to southwestern US 
and No. Mexico.  Grows on 
cliffs, rocky hillsides and 
mountain slopes. Makes a 
good low shrub/ground 
cover 



CAL HORT Plant and Book Sale
Sunday, November 14th, 11am to 3pm at the SF County Fair Building (9th and Lincoln), San Francisco

---Cal Hort is having this special plant and book sale instead of our normally scheduled November meeting. We 
have scheduled an early December party meeting via Zoom - see details below.
---The plants that are being specially grown for this plant sale and include many species that are not normally or readily 
available.  Additionally, there will be a few plants propagated from Ted Kipping’s garden.
---The Books are from Ted Kipping’s extensive library consisting of botanical, gardening, nature and travel books. (we had 
one earlier, but those were only half the books, so many have not been offered before)
---Masks are required!  Cash, checks and PayPal only!  Sorry no credit cards except through PayPal. 
We are looking for volunteers to help set up, sell and clean up on the day of the sale and transport plants if needed.
---we are providing volunteers with a voucher for 12 plant drawing tickets at a future in person meeting. 

• If you would like to volunteer, please email Ellen Frank at ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net

Announcements!!!! 

CAL HORT End of the Year – on-line Party
Monday December 6th at 6:30 pm  - Cal Hort and Western Hort members.  
---Join all our Cal Hort & Western Hort friends for a relaxing fun evening to celebrate this past year and welcome to 2022. 
---More to come regarding fun games, maybe a little competition and of course we will have to share our appetizers, 
cocktails or deserts we are enjoying during the party.   Did I mention prizes?  Prizes.  

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Next Month –
Sunday, November 14th

SPREAD THE WORD
PLANT AND BOOK SALE


