
 

Cal	Hort	Online	
Please	visit	our	website	for	
news,	updates,	ar/cles,	and	
resources	at	calhortsociety.org	

The	presentations	by	our	
featured	speakers	can	be	found	
on	our	YouTube	channel	with	a	
new	easier	to	remember	URL:	
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety 
Join	us	for	conversations	on	
Facebook	at	
www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort/	

Plant	Forum	
To	share	in	the	Plant	Forum	
send	images	and	any	text	to	
Ellen	Frank,	
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net,	by	
Sunday	prior	to	the	monthly	
meeting.	For	full	details	along	
with	the	slide	shows	visit	the	
Plant	Forums	page	on	our	site.	

Mediterranean		
Gardening	International	
(MGi)	is	an	international	group	
of	like-minded	horticultural	
groups	including	Cal	Hort.		You	
can	find	links	to	the	other	
member	organizations	on	the	
Links	of	Interest	page	of	our	
website.	Scroll	down	to	
“Organizations	and	Societies:	
International”.	

Shared	Meetings	
Through	a	mutual	sharing	
agreement	members	of	Cal	
Hort,	Western	Hort	and	Cape	
Hort,	in	South	Africa,	have	
access	to	each	others	meetings	
at	no	additional	cost.
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Monday, October 18, 6:30 p.m. online  
South African Amaryllid Geophytes for California 
with Ken Blackford 

A long-time hobbyist gardener with a special interest in cacti, succulents and 
other xeric plants, Ken was an active member of both the San Francisco and 
Oakland Cacti & Succulent Societies, volunteering as a docent at the Ruth 
Bancroft Garden under Richard Turner's directorship. He was already growing 
Amaryllis belladonna (Naked Ladies) when Ruth herself, and another docent, 
Wayne Roderick, helped expand his interests in other South African geophytes 
in the Amaryllidaceae. 

When Ken moved to San Diego he incorporated this group of bulbs into his 
garden there. He has done experimental hybridizing, including some 
intergeneric hybrids between some of the closely related Amaryllids. He plans 
to talk about Amaryllis, Boophone, Brunsvigia, Cyrtanthus, and perhaps a few 
others, and will discuss their potential for landscape and/or pot use in 
California.   

Western Hort Meeting 
Wednesday, October 13, 7:15 p.m., online 
Lift Every Voice! 
with Abra Lee,
national speaker, writer, and founder of Conquer the Soil

It was nothing short of a grand affair when a Florida floral business with family 
ties to a Harlem Renaissance legend launched during the roaring twenties. And 
when it came time to sell her beautiful blooms, an iconic gospel singer made 
customers an offer they just couldn't refuse! From the ordinary to the 
extraordinary, join in as we celebrate iconic Black Americans in horticultural 
history. Watch your email for the invitation link.  

https://calhortsociety.org/links-of-interest/
https://calhortsociety.org
http://www.youtube.com/c/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/
mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net
http://www.calhortsociety.org
https://calhortsociety.org/about/monthly-meetings/plant-forum/


 

The Annual Seed Exchange 

It’s time to collect and 
submit seeds for our 
Annual Seed Exchange. 
Come January we will 
send out a list of the seeds 
donated and all members 
will have a chance to 

request the seeds of their choice. 

We’ve listed the types of seeds your and your fellow 
members have expressed interest in on the Annual Seed 
Exchange page of our website, 
www.calhortsociety.org, under Meetings and 
Events. Of course, donations of any and all kinds of 
seeds are welcome! Plants which have given you 
pleasure will please others of our members, too, 
especially in these times of epidemic and fire, when our 
gardens can be a source of refuge and comfort.  

Please mail your labeled seeds to: 
Dave Tivol 
130 Locksunart Way #2 
Sunnyvale, CA  94087-4666 

November Meeting Change 

Sunday, November 14, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Cal Hort Plant and Book Sale  
(In-Person) in Lieu of Nov. Meeting 
SF County Fair Building  
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way, San Francisco 

We are having this special plant and book sale on  
Sunday instead of our normally scheduled November 
meeting. 
▪The plants 


These are being specially grown for this plant sale and 
include many species that are not normally or readily 
available. Additionally, there will be a few plants 
propagated from Ted Kipping’s garden. 

▪The books  
As many of you know, we lost our good friend and 
longtime Cal Hort plant aficionado, Ted Kipping in 
2019. Cal Hort is selling Ted’s extensive library at 
very reasonable prices to get them into the hands of 
people who will use and enjoy them as much as Ted 
did. There are books about nature, gardening, travel, 
and botany, priced to sell, to be used and appreciated. 
Many of these were not offered at our first sale in 
February 2020. 

▪Masks are required!   
▪Cash, checks and PayPal only   

Sorry no credit cards except through PayPal.  

▪We are need volunteers…  
to help set up, sell and clean up on the day of the sale 
and transport plants if needed. 

We are giving volunteers a voucher for 12 plant 
drawing tickets for use at one or more future in-person 
meetings Cal Hort meetings of your choice. 

 Thank you to those who have already volunteered: we 
appreciate you all!  

If you would like to volunteer, please email Ellen 
Frank at ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net   

SAVE THE DATE! 
Monday, December 6 
6:30 p.m. 

End of the Year 
Party! (on-line) 
for all Cal Hort and 
Western Hort members 
▪Join all our Cal Hort and Western Hort friends 

for a relaxing fun evening to celebrate this past year 
and welcome in 2022.  
▪Fun games, a little competition, prizes and of course 

we will “share” virtually what ever appetizers, 
cocktails or deserts we are each enjoying during the 
on-line party. 

▪The Plant Forum will turn into a sharing fest of sorts. 
What is your favorite plant of all times? Your best 
garden memory, favorite tool, favorite garden? What 
was special in your garden in 2021—first time for a 
plant to bloom? started a new section? started 
collecting a particular plant? Reflect and think about 
what you would like to celebrate or share! 

http://www.calhortsociety.org
mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Comarostaphylis diversifolia, Summer Holly  
Submitted by Bart O’Brien 

“Native to coastal Southern California and Northern Baja 
California, this very handsome shrub to small tree has 
manzanita-type white flowers in the spring that look like 
lily of the valley in their arrangement.  These are followed 
by small round bumpy red fruit along the flower raceme 
in Summer.  The tree has attractive  gray fissured  bark 
that adds to the attraction.   Most often found growing on 
shady dry slopes near intermittent creeks and in the 
garden, it is best in dry part shade and in heavier richer 
soils.  No direct summer water after the first year.”

Highlights From Our September Plant Forum 
You can watch past Plant Forum videos on our YouTube Channel or view the slides on our website and you can 
share your own images in the upcoming Plant Forum and/or on our Facebook page. (See page 1 sidebar for details.)

Albuca setosa  
Submitted by Judy Wong 

“Bulb season is coming! [I’m] busy dividing, potting, up-potting and fertilizing 
my South African bulbs.

Albuca means white and setosa means bristly, which refers to brown fibers that 
develop at the base of the leaves. In habitat  this bulb blooms August through 
January as it seems to here as well.”

Oxalis ‘Plum Crazy’ 
Submitted by Richard Starkeson 

“These new oxalis hybrids are so satisfying. They can be a small low spreading 
ground cover or…a great addition to the edge of a bed or pot. It will cascade and 
spread to create a colorful mat of bronze, pink and green leaves and then top that 
off with the yellow flowers, and it is crazy fun! It does like a rich, well-drained 
soil with regular watering. Partial shade inland.”

Echeveria pulvinata var. frigida  
Submitted by Seán O’Hara 
“White Chenille Plant, from Oaxaca, Mexico. 
[It is] often sold as Echeveria pulvinata 'Frosty'. [I] found this among a group of 
regular red-tinged E. pulvinata. The snowy-white stiff hairs would certainly seem 
to merit the variety 'frigida' ”

https://www.youtube.com/c/CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety
https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendswholikecalhort


California Horticultural Society  
San Francisco County Fair Building  
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way  
San Francisco, CA 94122 

Volunteer Power 
Cal Hort runs on volunteer power. If 

you have an interest in helping in 
any capacity we encourage you to 
contact us. Volunteer work can be 
done remotely as we continue to be 

cautious about going out. You can 
contact any council member—you’ll 

can find those email addresses on the Council Members 
page under About US on our website. Or you can send 
an email to calhortinfo@gmail.com.  

We Need Your Input Please 
Hello, Mark Delepine here. I would love to 
hear everyone’s thougts on the topic of 

garden visits, by email at mdelepine@liacook.com, 
so I can begin planning now. Please consider the 
questions below and let me know your views. 

• Would you like to attend some garden visits with Cal 
Hort next year if it is safe?  If so, what measures 
would make you feel safe?  For example, in addition 
to requiring masks, we could also require vaccination 
(either certified or on the honor system), limit 
participation, or break into smaller groups to view the 
garden in turns. 

• Would you like to invite us to visit your garden? 
Please let me know what safety measures you would 
require. I'd also like you to remind me which city you 
are in and what month or date you’d prefer to have us 
over. 

• Are there public gardens you’d like us to plan a trip 
around? I’m hoping we can plan a North Bay trip 
around a visit to the old Sonoma Horticultural 
Nursery, now operating as Hidden Forest Nursery and 
run by Mike Boss, our featured speaker this past 
August. I would also like a South Bay trip centered 
on visiting the Hakone gardens in Saratoga. Please 
indicate if either of those destinations appeal and, if 
so, other stops you think we should include, perhaps a 
nursery. 
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