
Cal	Hort	Online	
Please	visit	our	website	for	
news,	updates,	ar/cles,	and	
resources	at	calhortsociety.org	

The	presentations	by	our	
featured	speakers	can	be	found	
on	our	YouTube	channel	with	a	
new	easier	to	remember	URL:	
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHor>culturalSociety	

Join	us	for	conversations	on	
Facebook	at	
www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort/	

Plant	Forum	
To	share	in	the	Plant	Forum	
send	images	and	any	text	to	
Ellen	Frank,	
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net,	by	
Sunday	prior	to	the	monthly	
meeting.	For	full	details	along	
with	the	slide	shows	visit	the	
Plant	Forums	page	on	our	site.	

Did	You	Know?	
Cal	Hort	is	a	member	of	
Mediterranean	Gardening	
International	(MGi)	an	
international	group	of	like-
minded	horticultural	groups.		
You	can	find	links	to	the	other	
member	organizations	on	the	
Links	of	Interest	page	of	our	
website.	Scroll	down	to	
Organizations	and	Societies:	
International.	
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Monday, September 20, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online  
Gardens of the Coast of Chile 
with Cristóbal Elgueta

Cristóbal Elgueta is a forestry engineer and has worked as a landscaper for 
more than twenty years, inspired by the dynamics and ecology of the plant 
communities of central Chile, where color, texture, and wildlife accompany a 
rugged and imposing landscape. His current goal of work and research is that 
the garden connects whoever lives it with the richness and extraordinary 
dynamism of nature.  

More from Cristóbal Elgueta: 
Check out Cristóbal’s website and Instagram page for more photos of his work. 
https://cristobalelgueta.cl 
https://www.instagram.com/paisajismoecosistemico. 

It’s Seed Harvesting Season!
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Basic Steps for Preparing Your Seeds 
for Sharing 
In order to ensure that your seeds arrive in good condition 
recommend the following basic steps: 

▪ Harvest the seed when it is fully ripe. It’s fine to shake 
the seed heads into plastic bags but do not leave them 
there as they can mold. 

▪ Spread your seeds out to air dry. 

▪ Separate the seeds from leaves, stems, petals, and any 
other vegetation. 

▪ Put the clean dry seeds into a small envelope or a piece 
of paper folded to securely enclose the seeds and write 
the name of the plant on the outside. If possible please 
enclose the seed packets in a larger envelope for 
mailing. 

For more detailed information on harvesting and saving 
seeds you can download this guide published by 
Hampshire College in Massachusetts: 
https://tinyurl.com/Haskell-Guide 
 And here are two web articles: 
https://tinyurl.com/BHG-seed-tips 
https://tinyurl.com/diynetwork-seeds 

The Timeline: 
September–November: Members submit properly 
prepared seeds collected from their gardens. If you plan 
to submit seeds that ripen later send Dave a list so he 
can prepare for the. 
January: A list of the donated seeds with a request 
form is made available to members.  
End of February:  Completed request forms must be 
received along with a $5 fee to cover supplies and 
postage by the end of February.  
March: Seeds are distributed by mail. 
If you would like to volunteer to assist please email 
Dave Tivol at dtivol@yahoo.com and type “Volunteer” 
in the subject line. 
Seeds from the following: 

Geographic Zones: 
• California natives in general, particularly wild 

flowers 
• South African native bulbs and shrubs 
• Mediterranean natives 

General Categories:
• conifers 
• acacias 
• aloes 
• edible plants 

Environmental Tolerances:
• Drought, heat, shade 

Specific requests:
• Hesperis matronalis 
• Humulus japonicum ‘Variegatum’ 

Please read the accompanying “Basic Steps” article on 
how to best make sure your seeds arrive safely and in a 
useable state.  

Mail your labeled seeds to: 
Dave Tivol 
130 Locksunart Way #2 
Sunnyvale CA 94087-4666      

Plastic bags are fine for collecting seeds but 
remember to transfer seeds, separated from other 
vegetation, into clean paper envelopes or other paper 
containers for mailing and storing. Photo: Anne 
Anderson

The Annual Seed Exchange
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Monday, October 18, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online  
South African Amaryllid Geophytes for California 
with Ken Blackford 

A long-time hobbyist gardener with a special interest in cacti, succulents and 
other xeric plants, Ken was an active member of both the San Francisco and 
Oakland Cacti & Succulent Societies, volunteering as a docent at the Ruth 
Bancroft Garden under Richard Turner's directorship. He was already growing 
Amaryllis belladonna (Naked Ladies) when Ruth herself, and another docent, 
Wayne Roderick, helped expand his interests in other South African geophytes 
in the Amaryllidaceae. 

When Ken moved to San Diego he incorporated this group of bulbs into his 
garden there. He has done experimental hybridizing, including some 
intergeneric hybrids between some of the closely related Amaryllids. He plans 
to talk about Amaryllis, Boophone, Brunsvigia, Cyrtanthus, and perhaps a few 
others, and will discuss their potential for landscape and/or pot use in 
California.   

What Are They Up to Now? 
Three-time Cal Hort presenter (2012, 2014, 2016) 
and botanical explorer Joseph Simcox has reached 
out to us to announce that an English language 
edition of his  2019 book “Bizarre Edible Plants” 
which was published in Japanese. 

According to the book’s website, this expanded 
edition, “introduces 72 stunning and little-known 
plants from around the world. He describes the 
location where he discovered each species, explains 
which part of the plant is edible (fruits, leaves, 
tubers), [and] how it should be prepared, defines the 

flavor, and includes salient notes of interest about each of them.”  Straight 
Bizarre Books, a small independent publisher lists the book as sold out but you 
can sign up to be notified when the book is back in stock. 
https://explorewithjoseph.com/store/bizarre-edible-plants 

Spread the Word!  
If you have a Facebook account 
we’d like to ask you to head 
over to the Friends of California 
Horticultural Society Facebook 
page and leave some comments. 
Share something on our 
Facebook page, such as photos 
from your garden or a 
horticultural post for another 
Facebook group. Share some of 
our posts on your own 
Facebook page. 

Not sure how to start? Check 
out the many lovely photos 
Charlotte Masson has been 
posting and ask a question or 
share a related story from your 
own garden. Recommend a 
horticulture-focused book you 
recently read, or your favorite 
gardening tool. Ask for advice 
on a garden-related conundrum. 
Share a photo or two of your 
own—maybe a nice shot of 
your garden when the light is 
just right, of your favorite spot 
to sit and contemplate. Share 
the pleasure you get from 
gardening or just being around 
plants.

How does this help? It helps by 
spreading the word, by letting 
other gardeners know we are 
here, and that we can be a 
resource as well as a source of 
community.

www.facebook.com/groups/
friendswholikecalhort/ 
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California Horticultural Society  
San Francisco County Fair Building  
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way  
San Francisco, CA 94122 

California Horticultural Society	

COUNCIL 
2018-2021 (Second Term) 

	 Mark Delepine

	 Andy Stone 

2019–2021 (Second Term) 

	 Mary Engle

	 Bart O’Brien

2019–2021 (First Term) 

	 Ellen Frank

	 Dave Tivol


OFFICERS  
President	 	 	 	 	  
	 Bart O’Brien

Vice President	 	 	 	 	 	
	 Andy Stone

Recording Secretary	 	 	 	
	 Mary Engle

Treasurer	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 Daxin Liu

Membership Chair	 	 	 	 	
	 Charlotte Masson

Neighborhood Plant and Seed Stands 
As with many home-based hobbies, home gardening has blossomed during the 
pandemic and shows no signs of slowing, according to an article in the 
December 2020 issue of AgWeek, which discusses this trend in depth. One 
offshoot of this trend is recent increase in neighborhood stands where locals can 
drop off or pick up excess produce, plant cuttings, pups, seeds, bulbs, and other 
garden bounty. These might be as simple as a folding table set out on the lawn 
or a mail box or bird house mounted on post in the dirt. 
https://tinyurl.com/growth-in-gardening 
https://tinyurl.com/free-plant-libraries 

Have you got a plant stand or seed bank in your neighborhood? If so we’d love 
to see photos and hear about your experiences. Contact us at: 
calhortinfo@gmail.com.  

Volunteer Power 
Cal Hort is first and foremost a 
club for like-minded fans of 
plants and gardens that runs on 
volunteer power. If you have 
some time to spare and an 
interest in helping Cal Hort 
remain vital contact us at 
calhortinfo@gmail.com. 

Photo: Don Anderson
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