
Cal	Hort	Online	
Please	visit	our	website	for	
news,	updates,	ar/cles,	and	
resources	at	calhortsociety.org	

The	presentations	by	our	
featured	speakers	can	be	found	
on	our	YouTube	channel	with	a	
new	easier	to	remember	URL:	
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHor>culturalSociety	

Join	us	for	conversations	on	
Facebook	at	“Friends	Who	Like	
California	Horticultural	
Society”.	

Plant	Forum	
To	share	in	the	Plant	Forum	
send	images	and	any	text	to	
Ellen	Frank,	
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net,	by	
Sunday	prior	to	the	monthly	
meeting.	For	full	details	along	
with	the	slide	shows	visit	the	
Plant	Forums	page	on	our	site.	

Did	You	Know?	
Cal	Hort	is	a	member	of	
Mediterranean	Gardening	
International	(MGi)	an	
international	group	of	like-
minded	horticultural	groups.		
You	can	find	links	to	the	other	
member	organizations	on	the	
Links	of	Interest	page	of	our	
website.	Scroll	down	to	
Organizations	and	Societies:	
International.	
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Monday, August 16, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online 

Renewing a Historic Nursery 
with Mike Boss, Hidden Forest Nursery 

Mike Boss, founder of Rock & Rose Landscapes in San Francisco and current 
owner of Sonoma Horticultural Nursery, re-named Hidden Forest Nursery, will 
discuss the history and future plans of this remarkable and significant place, 
which sits in a botanical reserve with many rare and spectacular trees. He will 
also discuss some of the rare plants of the forest—Chinese Swamp Cypress 
(Glyptostrobus pencilis), Silver Tree Fern (Cyathea dealbata), and Wollemi 
Pine (Wollemia nobilis)—along with his own history and the career that 
serendipitous path that brought him to save this botanical treasure from the 
hands of a real estate developer.  

More: 

Video Tour of Hidden Forest Nursery 
https://tinyurl.com/HiddenForestVideoTour 

Interview in the Sonoma County Gazette 
https://tinyurl.com/SonomaCountGazette-Interview 

Archived Sonoma Horticultural Nursery Website 
http://www.sonomahort.com 
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Monday, September 20, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online  

Gardens of the Coast of Chile 
with Cristóbal Elgueta

Cristóbal Elgueta is a forestry engineer and has worked as a landscaper for more 
than twenty years, inspired by the dynamics and ecology of the plant 
communities of central Chile, where color, texture, and wildlife accompany a 
rugged and imposing landscape. His current goal of work and research is that 
the garden connects whoever lives it with the richness and extraordinary 
dynamism of nature. 

More about Cristóbal Elgueta: 
Check out Cristóbal’s website and Instagram page for more photos of his work. 
https://cristobalelgueta.cl 
www.instagram.com/explore/tags/cristobalelgueta 

From the Archives 
This Plant of the Month article by member Josh Schechtel first appeared in the 
August 2004 Bulletin 

Ornamental grasses have become an 
important part of the modern garden. They 
often form the backbone, anchoring the 
flowering beds while the blooms of other 
plants come and go. One of the most 
beautiful grasses in horticulture is northern 
sea oats. Although it is native to a large area 
of eastern North America, Chasmanthium 
latifolium’s bamboo-like foliage makes it 
appear almost tropical. It performs well 

through several seasons, even transplanted here to the west coast. In spring, the 
new foliage is bright green. During the summer, the foliage darkens, and forms 
an upright arching form. In the autumn it glows a rich copper color, finally 
shading to brown during the winter. The flowers are also green, and mature to a 
copper color by late summer. The large flowers cause the tall thin stems to bend 
gracefully and sway in the slightest breeze, and are wonderful for cut flower 
arrangements.  

Photo: Mel D. On Pinterest  
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
gardening/techniques/collecting-storing-
seeds-your-garden

It’s Time to Start 
Saving Seeds! 
It’s seed collecting time! This 
month we’ll start asking you to 
send in seeds for our Annual 
Seed Exchange and of course  
you might like to collect for 
your own use. It’s relatively 
easy and satisfying and if 
you’ve never tried it before Seed 
Savers Exchange has a lot of 
useful information. Though the 
SSE focuses on vegetables the 
basic principles are the same for 
most plants: 
Here’s a link to a basic how-to: 
www.seedsavers.org/how-to-
save-seeds 

SSE has many useful videos on  
their YouTube channel 
www.youtube.com/user/
SSEHeritageFarm  
including one on the basics of 
seed harvesting and saving 
https://tinyurl.com/
SeedHarvesting
If you grow vegetables you may 
want to download their free chart 
and get links to crop-by-crop 
growing guides here: 
www.seedsavers.org/seed-
saving-chart 

Continued on page 4
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Highlights From Our July Plant Forum 
You can watch the July Plant Forum on our YouTube Channel or view the slides on our website and you can share 
your own images in the upcoming Plant Forum and/or on our Facebook page. (See page 1 for details.)

Rhododendron dalhousiae var. rhabdotum 
Submitted by Bart O’Brien 

“Rhododendron dalhousiae var. rhabdotum was considered as a 
separate species from R. dalhousiae, but the only difference was the 
presence of red stripes on the petal lobes so [it was] reclassified as a 
variety of R. dalhousiae.”

Gloriosa superba synonym Gloriosa rothschildiana 
Submitted by Judy Wong 

“The Gloriosa Lily is a climbing plant grown from a tuber that is in the 
Colchicum family (Cholchicaceae). Gloriosa species were formerly in 
Liliaceae. It is the national flower of Zimbabwe. Can be grown in full 
sun, but partial shade is more desirable in hot dry areas.  Provide good 
drainage.”

Hell Strip Planting 
Submitted by Mark Delepine 

“The plants I want to shout out for their 
performance in my hell strip are mostly 
Dicliptera suberecta and the Verbascum 
whose name I’ve misplaced but might be 
Verbascum olympicum, one Annie’s doesn’t 
carry any more.  There is also some Linaria 
purpurea out there this year, but I consider 
the other two the mainstays of my hell strip 
now.”

Otatea acuminata ssp. aztecorum 
Submitted by Ellen Frank 
“My Mexican Weeping Bamboo is blooming. I understand it dies after 
flowering. Uh-oh. According to San Marco Growers’ listing of this plant 
(https://tinyurl.com/Mexicanb)  it was introduced into horticulture 
around 1958. Those plants flowered in the early 90s, and mine is 
probably from that crop of seed.  So from 1958 to 1993 is 35 years, and 
from 1993 to 2021 is only 27 years. I should have eight more years left. 
Hmmm.”

https://tinyurl.com/Mexicanb
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Saving Heirloom Fruit Trees 
One of our members wrote us to recommend “The 
Ochardist Rescuing Fruit Trees in New Mexico”, 
published in High Country News (link below) about how 
orchardist Gordon Tooley and photographer Esha 
Chiocchio are using their talents to champion 
biodiversity. Mr. Tooley and his wife have been rescuing 
old varieties of apples and Ms. Chiocchio has 
documented some of their work. You can find the article 
at: https://tinyurl.com/Tooley-Chiocchio  
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Northern sea oats, as the name implies, can tolerate salt 
spray, making it very useful along the coast. Unlike 
many of our ornamental grasses, this plant does not 
need full sun. In fact, it does best in rich, evenly moist 
soil in partial shade. It is easily propagated from seed or 
divisions taken in the spring. This plant is useful in the 
perennial bed and also as a specimen plant in a 
container, where its interesting flowers can be 
appreciated up close.  

Landscape Architecture Fellowship  
Open for Applications 

Applications are now being 
accepted for the Linda 
Milbourn Fellowship in 
Landscape Architecture. The 

fellowship will award $5,000 per application cycle to 
one student enrolled in a college/university graduate-
level program pursuing a degree in landscape 
architecture. Interested students should coordinate 
projects with their academic advisors and their public 
garden site partners and submit complete applications 
by October 31, 2021. 

For more information about this, visit: 
https://www.publicgardens.org/scholars/
milbourn-more  

From the Archives, continued from page 2
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