
Cal Hort
August 16, 2021

Plant Forum
Thank you, Charlotte Mason, Judy Wong, Connie Levy, Robbie Ridenour, 
Richard Starkeson and Angelika Busi, for sharing and your contribution 
to this month’s meeting.  

We would like to encourage others to share some of their garden 
highlights, garden insights or disasters (we all learn from those).  Please 
send pictures to Ellen Frank (ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net) and please have 
the subject as “Plant Forum – and your name” by 5:00 pm on Sunday 
September 19th or anytime during the month before then.  Include, if 
you want the name of the plant with the picture and a bit about it …if 
you don’t know the name, or just want to talk about it, that is just fine. 
That is what the plant discussion is all about. 
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Charlotte Mason gardens 
in San Francisco 

Nerine flexuosa ‘alba’ / synonymous with Nerine 
undulata ‘Alba’

Most Nerines are summer dormant and normally 
bloom before the foliage comes up, but this one is 
a summer growing species that is native to the 
Eastern Cape province of South Africa where it 
rains in the summer, so blooms when it has 
leaves.  In its native habit, it grows on steep 
partially shaded slopes The flowers are pure white 
with petals that have wavy margins.  The non 
‘alba’ varieties are pink.



Charlotte Mason 

Eucomis ‘Freckles’ – Freckles Pineapple Lily

'Freckles' was selected from  a cross of 
Eucomis 'Leia' and Eucomis vandermerwei
and was developed by Terra Nova Nurseries, 
Inc.  Small for Eucomis, the plant grows about 
10” tall with red flowers with green wavy, red 
freckled leaves.  

The bulbs die down totally in the winter, but 
the showy foliage returns in spring and the 
pineapple looking flower stalk blooms for a 
portion of the summer. 



Charlotte Mason 

More Eucomis - Pineapple Lilies

Eucomis comosa
Oakhurst



Judy Wong gardens in 
Menlo Park 

Eucomis comosa
‘Freckles’

Eucomis, 
(possibly comosa)



Judy Wong 

Magnolia champaca, 
formerly known as Michelia champaca.

Very Fragrant flowering tree that flowers year-
round in mild coastal gardens, but Summer is its 
main blooming period other areas. The flowers 
are used in perfumes.  The tree is slow growing 
to 25-30’ tall.  It can tolerate temperatures in the 
high 20 degree F.   Grows best in deep fertile soils.  
It is native to India and Southeast Asia.



Judy Wong 

Podocarpus elongatus 
‘Icee Blue’

Acanthus mollis
‘Whitewater’

Two plants I admired in a 
garden I visited recently 
and will consider adding 
to my garden!



Robbie Ridinour
gardens in Oakland, Oregon 
(Southwestern Oregon)

Lilium speciosum
“This lily didn't get the judges vote at the local 
county fair, but I really like the nodding petals.” 

This is a Turk’s Cap type lily and is used widely in 
breeding in horticulture for garden use. 



Robbie Ridenour

What Cactus is this?
(Probably an 
Echinopsis)

This cactus was 
given to me by a 
fellow gardener in 
the Bay Area & 
surprisingly they do 
very well up here in 
Southwest Oregon 
against a garage wall 
with southern 
exposure. They 
bloom for only a few 
days and then get 
brown, fuzzy & drop. 
They have grown 
about a foot taller in 
the 3 years here.

In bud

Newly opened 
bloom 

full bloom 
after a few 
days



Robbie Ridenour

Dahlias, Glorious Dahlias
Such vivid beautiful colors…

How do they do that!  Amazing!

“These are from a garden event on 
the southern Oregon Coast, Coos 
Bay area & I wanted to share a few 
pic from a Dahlia Growers Garden”



Richard Starkeson 
Gardens in Marind

Verbena bonariensis or Argentinian vervain is 
native to South  America, but has naturalized in 
the US from North Carolina to Florida and west 
to Texas.  Seeds around and is a nice vertical 
filler plant and the flowers attract butterflies, 
bees and birds will visit for the seed. 

Schinus mole flowers are dioecious and bloom in Summer.  Evidently 
only females have the small pink clusters of “peppercorns”.   They are 
native to the Northern arid areas of South America and naturalized in 
many parts of the world.  Molle is derived from the Quechua word for 
the tree. 

What are these plants? Identified!



Richard Starkeson 

Fragrant summer blooming bulb grows best 
in partial shade and bloom best in moist soils 
but will tolerate dry soils as well. 
Each flower lasts a day, but there are many in 
a cluster and blooms for weeks.  Crinum lilies 
grow 3 to 5 feet tall, but this one looks much 
shorter…hmmm, Richard, do tell…

Crinum is a large genus found primarily in 
tropical, subtropical and warm temperate 
regions of the world.  There are many, many 
hybrids and there are hybrids of Crinum and 
Amaryllis as well.

Crinum Lily



Connie Levy 
Gardens in San Francisco

A few critters taking residence in Connie’s garden.  
Anyone have any thoughts on who the culprits are?



Connie Levy 

Connie 
presented this 
last month and 
it stumped 
everyone….any
one else have 
any ideas?

The Mystery plant returns for round two…



Pictures of 
Monarch 
Metamorphosis

Angelika Busi 
gardens in Wayne, IL

The leaves to the 
right  and the food 
plant above, in 
Angelika’s garden, 
are Asclepias syriaca
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Angelika Busi 
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PLANT FORUM: if you would like to share some pics and information regarding your 
garden in the Plant Forum at 6:30 (and we would love to see them), 
please follow the process below: 

• Email subject: “PLANT FORUM – YOUR NAME”
• Email anytime before 5:00 pm the Sunday prior to the monthly meeting

(see the our website—www.calhortsociety.org—for meeting information)
• Email to: ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net
• Include:

Ø A picture (or pictures) of the plant 
Ø The name of the plant (if you know it, if not someone will)
Ø Any extra information (or we can get that verbally during the meeting)

Share!!!! 
We want to see some of your favorite 
plants, plant combinations, or anything that 
Cal Hort would be interested in seeing.
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