
 

Cal	Hort	Online	
Please	visit	our	website	for	
news,	updates,	ar/cles	and	
resources	at	calhortsociety.org	

The	presentations	by	our	
featured	speakers	can	be	found	
on	our	YouTube	site	with	a	new	
easier	to	remember	URL:	
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHor>culturalSociety	

Join	us	for	conversations	on	
Facebook	at	“Friends	Who	Like	
California	Horticultural	
Society”.	

Plant	Forum	
To	share	in	the	Plant	Forum	
send	images	and	any	text	to	
Ellen	Frank,	
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net,	by	
Sunday	prior	to	the	monthly	
meeting.	For	full	details	along	
with	the	slide	shows	visit	the	
Plant	Forums	page	on	our	site.	

Did	You	Know?	
Cal	Hort	is	a	member	of	
Mediterranean	Gardening	
International	(MGi)	an	
international	group	of	like-
minded	horticultural	groups.		
You	can	find	links	to	the	other	
member	organizations	on	the	
Links	of	Interest	page	of	our	
website.	Scroll	down	to	
Organizations	and	Societies:	
International.
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Monday, July 19, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online 
Armenia: Nature and Climate 
with Tamar Galstyan 

The flora of Armenia has diversity and richness from its geography. At a 
crossroad of two major ecosystems, Caucasian and Irano-Turanian, there are 
many species of value which can be grown readily here in California, as well as 
endemics of interest for botanical tourism. 

Tamar Galstyan graduated from the University of Fine Arts and Theater, the 
department of Theory and History of Drama. But her second education, 
studying ecology, brought her closer to what she really loves, plants and the 
protection of nature, as well as what makes a plant rare. Living in a compact 
area covered with many mountains and gorges, she has been able to travel the 
length and breadth of Armenia and has learned its flora. For a decade, she has 
also guided botanical trips in Armenia, Georgia, and Iran.  

More about Tamar Galstyan:  

Plants and Lichens of Armenia Ms. Galstyan has posted an extensive 
collection of plant and lichen photos she has taken in Armenia on Planterium.ru, an 
online plant guide. The site text is in Russian but you can use the tips we published 
in our March issue (available on our website on the Bulletins page) to quickly 
translate the pages. https://www.plantarium.ru/page/gallery/of/1813.html. 

Find Ms. Galstyan on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/tamar.galstyan  

Above: Fritillaria gibbosa (Կնճիթաթերթիկ սապատավոր) native to Afghanistan, Iran, 
Pakistan, Turkmenistan, and Transcaucasia. Photo by Tamar Galstyan.
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Monday, August 16, 2021  
Renewing a Historic 
Nursery 
with Mike Boss, Hidden Forest 
Nursery 

Mike Boss, founder of Rock & 
Rose Landscapes in San 
Francisco and current owner of 
Sonoma Horticultural Nursery, 
re-named Hidden Forest Nursery, 

will discuss the history and future plans of this 
remarkable and significant place, which sits in a 
botanical reserve with many rare and spectacular trees. 
He will also discuss some of the rare plants of the 
forest—Chinese Swamp Cypress (Glyptostrobus 
pencilis), Silver Tree Fern (Cyathea dealbata), and 
Wollemi Pine (Wollemia nobilis)—along with his own 
history and the career that serendipitous path that 
brought him to save this botanical treasure from the 
hands of a real estate developer.  

Extended May Plant Forum Video 
Available 
At the last minute our May speaker was unable to 
appear so we offered an extended edition of the Plant 
Forum.  You can watch the presentation on our 
YouTube channel:  
www.youtube.com/c/
CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety 

A pdf of the slide presentation on the Plant Forum page on 
our website or at: tinyurl.com/CalHortPlantForum  




Plant Show-and-Tell,  
South Africa Edition 
Check out what the gardeners in the  Cape 
Horticultural Society are growing. Despite the colder 
weather there this time of year CHS members still 
have  bright and showy specimens from their gardens
—both exotic and indigenous (from Camellia to 
Liparia and much more)—to show off.  
youtu.be/tpsMReftGW0  

  

Effort Underway to Save  
Historic Western Hills Nursery 

From Jim Salyards, 
Director of 
Horticulture, Filoli 
comes the news that 
the storied Western 
Hills Garden 
property 

(www.westernhillsgarden.com) in Occidental, is on the 
market. “This property is a treasure where some of 
you visited between the 1970s and early 2000s to 
purchase special plants for your gardens that could not 
be found anywhere else. Touring the grounds was like 
going to a local, horticultural motherland.” 

Efforts are underway in the horticultural community to 
help find a new owner for the property. Sara Godwin 
(saragodwin@comcast.net) is connected to the present 
owner and is helping them to find a new owner and 
steward for this property. If you would like more 
information, or have ideas for possible buyers, please 
reach out to Sara. Here’s the link to the listing:  
tinyurl.com/WHN-listing   

In Memoriam 
Tributes can be found at the URLs provided 

We note with sadness the passing of: 

Richard (Dick) Hansen 
August 19, 1950 - May 21, 2021 

husband of Kristen Yanker-Hansen 
https://tinyurl.com/DickHansen 

Barbara H. Stevens 
September 15, 1931 - June 18, 2021 

long time Cal Hort member 
https://tinyurl.com/BarbaraStevens 

Errol Scarr 
April 17, 1942 -May 31, 2021 

Chairman, Cape Horticultural Society  
https://tinyurl.com/ErrolScarr

Photo: Shiela Johnson

https://youtu.be/tpsMReftGW0
http://www.youtube.com/c/CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety
http://www.westernhillsgarden.com
mailto:saragodwin@comcast.net
https://tinyurl.com/DickHansen
https://tinyurl.com/BarbaraStevens
https://tinyurl.com/ErrolScarr
https://calhortsociety.org/about/monthly-meetings/plant-forum/
https://www.zillow.com/homes/16250-Coleman-Valley-Rd-Occidental,-CA,-95465_rb/116084599_zpid/


 Black Fig Fly Found in California 

Cal Hort member Nancy Schramm forwards the news 
from Harvey Correia, a farmer in the Sacramento 
Delta, that Black Fig Fly has been found in California, 
and the following alert was posted on the California 
Rare Fruit Growers Site (https://crfg.org): 

“The first alarm was sounded on the 
ourfigs.com forum three weeks ago [June 
10]. Now the larvae of the Black Fig Fruit Fly 
(Silba adipata McAlpine) has been found from 
Santa Barbara south to at least Orange County.  
The photo above is from Santa Monica.  If your 
unripe figs appear misshapen or prematurely 
dark or soft, please cut them open and check 
for larvae.  You can contact the state, 
www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/reportapest, and 
they will send out inspectors who will take 
samples.  Their “bug docs” are currently trying 
to figure out a lure. 

The folks at ourfigs.com are also worth joining 
as they independently track the infestation and 
hunt down solutions. The fly has been endemic 
in other parts of the world so there is some 
research available.” 

According to Harvey “a fly can lay up to 60 eggs in 
the ostiole of a fruit and then larva emerge, drop to the 
ground, then emerge from soil as flies and continue the 
cycle. There are no pesticides labeled for this pest.”  

1) DO NOT move fruit, plants or soil in areas that
may be infested.

2) DO report sightings to California Department of
Food and Agriculture, www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/
reportapest.

3) DO spread the word.

Deer Repellent

Recommended by member Kristin Yanker-Hansen and 
reprinted with permission of the Danville-Alamo 
Garden Club, www.dagc.us 

“The best and cheapest, ‘guaranteed’ deer 
repellent is a home made spray I have 
used for years. A long time ago I sprayed 
the plants in a garden border, and 
subsequently bought…two 1 gallon 

container plants. The following morning, one had 
fallen over and was still there, but the other one, still 
standing, was the only one eaten by the deer! Now 
even if I forget to spray, the plants are usually all still 
there. I guess the deer feel, 'No sense coming to this 
garden any more’.” 

- Jan Hamby
1 C milk

2 T. liquid detergent

2 eggs, well beaten

2 T. vegetable oil

1-1/2 to 2 gallons water

1. Mix first 4 ingredients and add to water.

2. Spray once a week in the spring when the new
leaves are just sprouting or once every 2-3 weeks
when the leaves have matured.

3. On roses, is also controls or prevents aphids, black
spot, powdery mildew, and rust.

Job Postings 

Regional Parks Botanic Garden 
RPBG currently has two Gardener positions available. 
One is a full-time position and the other is currently a 
nine-month position (that runs from March 1 through 
November 30 each year). Full details available at: 
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/ebparks 

Mendocino Coast  
Botanical Gardens 
Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens is looking for a 
Garden Store Manager. This is a full-time, year-round 
position with benefits. Full details available at: 
www.gardenbythesea.org/about/employment/
garden-store-manager. 

Left: Silba adipata McAlpine. Photo by Francois 
Drouet, https://www.silba-adipata.fr 
Right: Fly damaged fruit. Photo posted on https://crfg.org.
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California Horticultural Society  
San Francisco County Fair Building  
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way  
San Francisco, CA 94122 

Beth Chatto 
Cape Horticultural Society 
recently reminded us of the 
great contributions to gardening 
made by Beth Chatto the 
award-winning plantswoman, 
garden designer, author, and 
lecturer. We thought this was a 
good opportunity to spread the 
word of her contributions to the 
field. She created and described 
the Beth Chatto Gardens in 
Essex, UK using her “right 

plant, right place” principle. Ms. Chatto went on to gain 
international fame through her books, the most famous 
of which are The Dry Garden (1978), The Damp 
Garden (1982), and Plant Portraits (1985).  

Presentation by Catherine Horwood, author of Beth 
Chatto a  Life With Plants (2019) to Mediterranean 
Plants and Gardens on July 15, 2020  
https://vimeo.com/438805923 

An unedited chat with MPG member Caroline Bilsby 
about her long friendship with Beth Chatto that 
followed Cape Horticultural Society’s re-airing of her  
presentation.
https://youtu.be/nzWxxqv1wsY 

Beth Chatto’s Plants and Gardens: Sustainable and 
Ecological Plants and Gardens. The official website for 
her garden. 
www.bethchatto.co.uk 
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Garden Gems

A volunteer poppy, pretty in pink. 

Photo: Charlotte Masson
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