
California Horticultural Society
Plant Forum 
May 17, 2021

Thank you Charlotte Mason, Mary Sue Ittner, Sean O’Hara, Judy Wong, 
Robert Finkel, Mark Delepine, Kristin Yanker-Hansen, Bart O’Brien. 
Richard Starkeson and Ellen Frank for sharing and your contribution to 
this month’s meeting.  

We would like to encourage others to share some of their garden 
highlights, garden insights or disasters (we all learn from those).  
Please send pictures to Ellen Frank (ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net) and 
please have the subject as “Plant Forum – and your name” by 5:00 pm 
on Sunday June 20th.  Include, if you want the name of the plant with 
the picture and a bit about it …if you don’t know the name, or just 
want to talk about it, that is just fine. That is what the plant discussion 
is all about. 

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Charlotte Mason 
gardens in San 
Francisco

Luma apiculate

Common name Chilean 
Myrtle

Grown for its fine 
textured foliage, 
commonly multi-trunked 
and its bark that flakes off 
in patches for an 
interesting effect. 



Geum
magellanicum
From Annies and native 
to Chile 

Charlotte Mason

Fuchsia lycoides



Charlottte MasonAlstroemerias



Mary Sue Ittner 
gardens in Mendocino

Bon appetite!

Calochortus uniflorus

Dichelostemma
volubile around Erica 

Triteleia bridgesii
Delphinium nudicale in 
background

“I live in coastal Mendocino County on the ridge in a mixed evergreen, heavy on Redwoods forest. Years ago when I 
moved here and learned that I couldn't grow what I used to because of the low nutrient, acidic sandy soil, and 
redwood roots that go everywhere in search of moisture and nutrients I was inspired by Wayne Roderick to grow 
bulbs and then shrubs which could also compete. Wayne boasted year round flowers from bulbs. I'm sharing some 
of the late April, May photos of some of the ones I grow. First are some natives. I've grown 
some of the attractive local forms of Calochortus uniflorus from seed, including this one, 
but find it survives better in a container than in the ground. This Dichelostemma volubile is 
happier in drier winters and I placed a pot close to a South Africa Erica volunteer in the
ground and the Dichelostemma has wrapped itself around 
the Erica. Triteleia bridgesii is one of my favorites and if you 
Look closely you 
can see Delphinium 
nudicaule in the 
background. 
It and hybrids of it 
appear in a lot of 
my pots as I don't 
always get the 
seeds removed and 
grow a lot of native 
Delphiniums and 
the pollinators love 
them.”



“Iris douglasiana is native to where I live (Mendocino) and I have a lot growing in my garden. I grew Iris innominata from seed 
one year and have one plant of it still in the ground and occasionally I see hybrids that I think are between the two of them. 
This latest one looks really different photographed late in the day when first discovered and then in the light during the day.”

Mary Sue Ittner

Iris douglasiana

Iris innominata hybrid

Iris innominata hybrid



Mary Sue Ittner

When you grow a lot of the same genus in an open pollinated garden you end up with a lot of hybrids. 
Earlier in the year I had lots of interesting Sparaxis and Moraea (Homeria subgroup) hybrids and there are a 
few Moraeas still in flower. I have a patch that gets more sun which I consider my bulb wildflower garden, 
starting with Geissorhiza, Hesperantha, followed by Sparaxis, Moraea, Ixia, Babiana, Triteleia, Toxicoscordion
to name a few. After it starts raining it is wall to wall monocot leaves so there is a bit of work in the summer 
after they all dry out. Here are some Babiana and Ixia hybrids. 

Babiana hybrid

Ixia hybrid

Ixia hybrid



Mary Sue Ittner

Moraea lewsiae

Moraea pendula
Moraea lewsiae is a fugacious species, only 
in flower for less than a day and then it has 
to be sunny, not foggy. 

Moraea pendula is one that used to 
be considered a Homeria. 



Mary Sue Ittner

Solenomelus
pedunculatus

Libertia
grandiflora and 
Huckleberry in 
the background



Mary Sue Ittner

The above Moraea lurida hybrid is from a pot 
of corms shared by my friend Michael Mace 
who is creating some amazing hybrids from 
Moraea species and crossing some of those as 
well.

This year the Leptospermums are putting on an 
amazing show. They like my conditions and I 
have many interesting volunteers besides ones 
that were planted.



Sean O’Hara 
gardens in Berkeley

Rosa 
'Veilchenblau'



Sean O’hara

Salvia 
namaensis



Sean O’Hara 

Iris foetidissima
'Variegata’

Very showy and 
it does not set 
seed like the 
green 
counterpart.



Pelargonium 
domesticum ‘#9’ AKA 
Flor de Fuego (?)

Judy Wong gardens 
in Menlo Park



Cantua buxifolia – Sacred Flower of the Andes
In the Polemoniaceae, phlox family
Can reach up to 6-10 feet tall with these gorgeous flowers 
hanging down.  San Marcos growers says it apparently does not 
like the inland heat  and if ungangly, prune the longest 
branches just after flowering. Judy Wong



Digitalis purpurea 
‘Monstrosa’

Foxglove with a twist…

A peloric mutation –
comes true to seed and 
has this fantastical 
terminal flower.  In new 
Latin and Greek it means 
monstrous…..makes 
sense.

Peloric - Having a 
mutation such that a 
normally asymmetric 
flower becomes 
radially symmetric

Judy Wong



Robert Finkel
gardens in Oakland

Echinopsis chamaecereus
Peanut Cactus

Mat forming cactus with many 
finger-like stems and very free 
blooming with bright 
scarlet/orange blooms in spring 
or early summer.

It is native to mountains over 
4000 feet in Argentina.



Kristin Yanker-Hansen 
gardens in Danville

Sarracenia hybrid
Pitcher Plant
This is watered with East 
Bay mud water and gets 
sun to partial shade. East 
Contra Costa County 
CCWD water has too 
much mineral content



Kristin Yanker-Hansen

Gladiolus sp. 
(maybe 
G. cardinalis, but 
bought it as 
G. carminea)



Josh Schechtel gardens in San Francisco

Kristin Yanker-Hansen 

Lavatera Olbia several color forms



Kristin Yanker-Hansen

Malacothamnus
fasciculatus

Malvacothamnus
from
Baja California



Mark Delepine 
Gardens in Berkeley

Deutzia sp. – one of 60 species in the Hydrangeaceae.  
Native to Eastern and Central Asia, Central America and 
Europe.  China has the highest concentration of species.  
Deciduous.



Mark Delepine

Kolkwitzia amabilis - larger flowering shrub (or prostrate tree) 
which I got from UC Berkeley botanical garden sale.



Ellen Frank
gardens in Martinez

Disocactus phyllanthoides

German Empress is a selection that is 
more compact than the species and 
sometimes you’ll find it as German 
Empress Epipyllum (but it isn’t an 
Epiphyllum) .  I am not sure if I have the 
selection, but I think maybe not.

This pic is from 
Sherman Library 
and Gardens in New 
Port Beach from 
about 30 years ago.  
I evidently admired 
it then.  



Richard Starkeson 
gardens in San Francisco

Common names 
include Purple Torch 
and Blue Mist Flower

Endemic to cloud 
forest habitats of 
Mexico

Bartletina soridida
formerly was an Eupatorium



Ricard Starkeson

What’s coming up here? 



Bart O’Brian gardens 
in Berkeley and Point 
Richmond

All of these are from the 
Regional Parks Botanic Garden, 
and all are variations of 
Dichelostemma x venusta. 
Note the differences in flower 
color, and particularly the 
color of the tips of the buds. 



PLANT FORUM: if you would like to share some pics and information regarding your 
garden in the Plant Forum at 6:30 (and we would love to see them), 
please follow the process below: 

• Email subject: “PLANT FORUM – YOUR NAME”
• Email anytime before 5:00 pm Sunday June 20th

• Email to: ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net
• Include:

Ø A picture (or pictures) of the plant 
Ø The name of the plant (if you know it, if not someone will)
Ø Any extra information (or we can get that verbally during the meeting)

Share!!!! 
We want to see some of your favorite 
plants, plant combinations, or anything that 
Cal Hort would be interested in seeing.

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Next Month – Monday, June 20th
6:30 pm – Plant Forum

7:00 pm – Does Fog Matter?

DOES FOG MATTER?

Sula Vanderplank will give us some insight to what Baja 

California can teach us about the value of fog to plants 

and species that are fog adapted may be excellent 

choices to our Bay Area gardens. 

Sula is the Director of 

Terrestrial Ecosystem 

Conservation for Pronatura

Noroeste, Baja California, 

Mexico and has a Ph.D. in Plant 

Ecology She maintains an 

active cross-border research 

program focused on coastal 

ecosystems.


