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Thank you, Ellen Frank, Judy Wong, Sean O’Hara, Connie Levy, Bart 

O’Brien , Dave Hermeyer, Beryl Golden, Robbie Ridenour and Mark 

Delepine for sharing and your contribution to this month’s meeting.  

We would like to encourage others to share some of their garden 

highlights, garden insights or disasters (we all learn from those).  

Please send pictures to Ellen Frank (ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net) and 

please have the subject as “Plant Forum – and your name” by 5:00 pm 
on Sunday July 18th.  Include, if you want the name of the plant with 

the picture and a bit about it …if you don’t know the name, or just 

want to talk about it, that is just fine. That is what the plant discussion 

is all about. 

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Coming up at 7pm…  
DOES FOG MATTER?

Sula Vanderplank will give us some insight 

to what Baja California can teach us about 

the value of fog to plants and species that 

are fog adapted may be excellent choices to 

our our Bay Area 

gardens.



Ellen Frank Gardens 
in Martinez

Monardella villosa ssp. franciscana ‘Russian River’
Coyote Mint 

Grown in pretty harsh conditions, little water on a western slope.  
Fragrant mint  smelling foliage.  



Ellen Frank

Bromeliad…
My guess, a Billbergia sp.???

Does anyone have a name 
for this baby?    

My good buddy Tosh Phillips gave me this Bromeliad last year…or was it in 
March (?) and it is blooming with very striking bracts and flowers.  



Ellen Frank

Phaedranassa species (maybe P. 
dubia from Southern Colombia 
to Ecuador.)  It is in the 
Amaryllis family from Central 
and South America.
Blooms after a dry season or 
after withholding water for a 
few months and then resume 
watering.

It is evidently frost tender and I 
pretty much ignore it.  I grow it 
in my area that I don’t water 
except every couple of weeks in 
the summer.   It has bloomed 
reliably for quite a few years. .  

II thought it was Dichelostemma Ida-Maia, but Bart set me 
straight. The leaves are different with the Paedranassia being 
broad strap-like leave and if you look at the flowers, they are 
different, but similar enough if you don’t know what you are 
looking at.   



Ellen Frank

Hydrangea quercifolia
Oak leaf Hydrangea

Showy sterile flowers on 
the outside lure pollinators 
in to where the fertile 
flowers are underneath.

Where is that 
bee going?  



Judy Wong 
gardens in Menlo Park

Neomarica gracilis –
Apostle’s Iris or Walking 
Iris is new to the garden 
in 2020.  This is the first 
bloom. Fragrant Flowers.  
Native from Mexico and 
Costa Rica and South to 
Brazil

Neomarica caerulea –
Walking Iris has 
evergreen foliage and 
native to Brazil. This 
bloom is from 2020



Judy Wong

Philadelphus microphyllus ‘Desert Snow’

This is a larger flowered selection of P. 
microphyllus and good for smaller gardens 
growing 4-5’ tall and about 5’ wide. 

Fragrant flowers just like the big boys!

From Cistus Nursery by way of Western Hills 
Nursery.



Judy Wong

This ground cover is native to Bolivia, 
Brazil and North-East Argentine. 
Deciduous

Aristolochia fimbriata
White Veined Hardy 
Dutchman’s Pipe

Leaves and seed pods



Sean O’hara
gardens in Berkeley



Sean O’hara



Connie Levy
gardens in San Francisco

Stream orchid, 
Epipactis gigantea

Epipactis gigantea ‘Serpentine Night’

Bart O’Brien 
Gardens in the 
Botanic Gardens in 
Tilden Regional Park



Dave Hermeyer
gardens in San Francisco

“This is my Aloe polyphylla in my front garden in 
the Haight. I won it about 15 years ago at a Cal 
Hort meeting plant raffle, when it was in a 3" pot! 
It's now 38" across. It likes being slightly tilted 
and getting some afternoon shade. It flowered for 
the first time 3 years ago (2nd and 3rd pics), and I 
was able to find another plant flowering at the 
same time to collect pollen to hand pollinate my 
plant. I got about 100 seeds and grew many 
babies for the SF Botanical Garden.”



Beryl Golden 
gardens in Richmond

1- Euphorbia (name?) regrowth from 
stem I cut to get a bushier plant 

2- A dark form of Cotinus coggygria
which I purchased at a U.C. Davis 
plant sale

3- Chartreuse leaves of Hypericum 
(don't know species)

4- Volunteer orange
Alstroemeria 

'Ligtu Hybrid’

5- Neighbor's 
Redwood

6- Only a few 
flowers 
remaining on the 
Plectranthus
(don't know 
which one) 

7- Variegated 
Aspidistra (barely 
showing @ right 
edge of photo)

A Colorful 
Combination



Robbie Ridenour 
gardens in Douglas County, 
Southern Oregon USDA zone 8a

“Ginkgo biloba "Spring Grove", an upright dwarf 
with dense branching on a single trunk. At 
maturity to 10' tall to approximately 4' wide 
depending on conditions. It's male so no stink. 
Butter yellow foliage in fall. Drought tolerant 
once established. Suitable for smaller gardens 
and containers.”

Ginkgo Biloba ‘Spring Grove’



Robbie Ridenour 
gardens in Douglas County, 
Southern Oregon

“The Azalea was in fresh bloom a month ago, but 
now has faded…It is semi-evergreen which grows 
about 4 ft tall & much wider. It is hardy in zones 6-
8 depending of course on sun/shade & moisture. I 
like its fine texture & airy appearance. It does not 
have a fragrance to my nose. ”

Spider Azalea                                         
Rhododendron Stenopetalum var. Linearifolium



Mark Delepine 
gardens in Berkeley

This member of the Legume family (Fabaceae) has 
showy soft yellow flowers with long red stamens 
that attract hummingbirds.  Its fine textured lacy 
bi-pinnate compound leaves are semi-evergreen to 
evergreen in mild winters.  It flowers in the 
summer and is native to Argentina and Uruguay. 

Caesalpinia gilliesii 
Yellow Bird of Paradise Bush



Mark Delepine 

Cordyline fruticosa ‘Soledad’



Mark Delepine 

Teucrium betonicum
Madeira Germander



Mark Delepine 

Streptosolen jamesonii
Marmalade Bush



Bart O’Brien 
gardens in the 
Regional Parks 
Botanic Garden 
at Tilden 
Regional Park

Lilium kelloggii

Salvia 

It is endemic to the Klamath Mountains of 
northwestern California and southwestern Oregon, 
where it grows in semi-coastal chaparral areas.

Salvia chionopeplica – endemic to Baja California.  Very 
drought tolerant and prefers Western facing slopes. 



Bart O’Brien

Lilium columbianum has a wide distribution 
from So. BC, Canada to Northern California, 
East to Idaho and Nevada.  It grows in open 
areas new woods and forest openings. 

Lilium humboldtii subsp. ocellatum

This subspecies is native 
to Southern California 
from Santa Barbara 
County to San Diego 
County and down to 
Northern Baja California 
and on some Channel 
Island.



Bart O’Brien

Aquilegia Formosa with Epipactis
gigantea ‘Serpentine Night’ with in 
the foreground

Silene californica



Bart O’Brien

Eriogonum grande
var. timorum

Eriogonum crocatum



PLANT FORUM: if you would like to share some pics and information regarding your 
garden in the Plant Forum at 6:30 (and we would love to see them), 
please follow the process below: 

• Email subject: “PLANT FORUM – YOUR NAME”
• Email anytime before 5:00 pm Sunday July 18th

• Email to: ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net
• Include:

Ø A picture (or pictures) of the plant 
Ø The name of the plant (if you know it, if not someone will)
Ø Any extra information (or we can get that verbally during the meeting)

Share!!!! 
We want to see some of your favorite 
plants, plant combinations, or anything that 
Cal Hort would be interested in seeing.

mailto:ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net


Next Month – Monday, July 19th
6:30 pm – Plant Forum
7:00 pm – the main presentation

Armenia: A very botanically diverse country
By Tamar Galstyan
Covered with many mountains and gorges, this compact 
country packs a big punch in diversity. Armenia is on the 
border of two major ecosystems, Caucasian and Irano-Turania, 

Tamar Galstyan has led 
many guided botanical 
trips in Armenia, 
Georgia and Iran.  
Tamar’s second 
education was in plants, 
their protection and 
what makes a plant rare. 

Fritillaria gibbosa native to 
Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, 
Turkmenistan, and 
Transcaucasia.

Photo by Tamar Galstyan


