
Plant	Forum	
To	share	during	the	Plant	Forum	
contact	Ellen	Frank,	
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net,	in	
advance	of	the	monthly	
meeting.	Full	details	are	
available	on	our	website	at	
www.calhortsociety.org/about/
monthly-meetings/plant-forum.	

Cal	Hort	Online	
Please	visit	our	website	for	
news,	updates,	arAcles	and	
resources	at	calhortsociety.org	

Join	us	for	conversations	on	
Facebook	at	“Friends	Who	Like	
California	Horticultural	
Society”.	

Notes	and	photos	from	past	
Plant	Forum	sessions	are	
available	on	our	site	at	
@nyurl.com/
CalHortPlantForum	

The	presentations	by	our	
featured	speakers	can	be	found	
on	our	YouTube	site:	
@nyurl.com/CalHortYouTube	

Did	You	Know?	
Cal	Hort	is	a	member	of	
Mediterranean	Gardening	
International	(MGi)	an	
international	group	of	societies	
for	people	with	an	interest	in	
Mediterranean	plants	and	
gardens.		You	can	find	links	to	
the	other	member	
organizations	on	the	Links	of	
Interest	page	of	our	website.	
Scroll	down	to	Organizations	
and	Societies:	International.	
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Monday, June 21, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online  
Does Fog Matter? What Baja California can teach us 
about the value of fog to plants. 
with Sula Vanderplank 

Fog is common in coasts with sunny days and upwelling cold water. Fogs also 
tend to show a strong gradient from coast to inland. In Mediterranean climate 
vegetation, the primary control of plant phenology (flowering, fruiting, and 
senescence) is moisture, including fog moisture, making distance from the coast 
significant for the timing of flowering, as well as in plant distribution patterns in 
general. Fog studies in arid lands, such as the Baja California peninsula, 
elucidate the role that fog plays in plant survival and behavior. 

Species that are fog adapted in Baja California may be excellent choices for Bay 
Area gardens now, and even more so in the not too distant future. Our foggy 
coasts should be particular priorities for species conservation and will 
likely allow the most diverse gardens in a changing climate. 
   
Sula is the Director of Terrestrial Ecosystem Conservation for Pronatura 
Noroeste, Baja California, Mexico. A botanist by training, she has studied the 
diverse ecosystems of Baja California and the offshore islands for the last 15 
years, and has a Ph.D. in Plant Ecology from UC Riverside. She is currently 
working with the San Diego Natural History Museum and San Diego Zoo 
Global to evaluate the status of cross-border rare plants.  
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Monday, July 19, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online 
Armenia: Nature and Climate 
with Tamar Galstyan 

The flora of Armenia has diversity and richness from its geography. At a 
crossroad of two major ecosystems, Caucasian and Irano-Turanian, there are 
many species of value which can be grown readily here in California, as well 
as endemics of interest for botanical tourism. 

Tamar Galstyan graduated from the University of Fine Arts and Theater, the 
department of Theory and History of Drama. But her second education, 
studying ecology, brought her closer to what she really loves, plants and the 
protection of nature, as well as what makes a plant rare. Living in a compact 
area covered with many mountains and gorges, she has been able to travel the 
length and breadth of Armenia and has learned its flora. For a decade, she has 
also guided botanical trips in Armenia, Georgia, and Iran.  

More about Tamar Galstyan: 

Find Ms. Galstyan on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/tamar.galstyan 

Plants and Lichens of Armenia 
Ms. Galstyan has posted an extensive collection of plant and lichen photos she 
has taken in Armenia on Planterium.ru, an online plant guide. The site text is 
in Russian but you can use the tips we published in our March issue (available 
on our website on the Bulletins page) to quickly translate the pages. 
https://www.plantarium.ru/page/gallery/of/1813.html.  

Collaborating with 
Western Hort 
Cal Hort and Western Hort have 
agreed to continue to share 
access to our meetings whether 
online or in person through the 
end of this year. The next 
Western Hort meeting will be in 
September.   

In Case You Missed It… 
Our MGi affiliate Cape 
Horticultural Society has shared 
their latest issue of CHS News 
with us as well as access to their 
most recent Plant Show and Tell 
video. You can download the 
newsletter at: 
https://tinyurl.com/
CapeHortNews 

You can find the video on 
YouTube at: 
https://youtu.be/Fv8NMWhXlrE 

Above: Fritillaria gibbosa (Կնճիթաթերթիկ սապատավոր) native to Afghanistan, Iran, 
Pakistan, Turkmenistan, and Transcaucasia. Photo by Tamar Galstyan.
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Garden Glimpses

Above top and bottom: Deutzia gracilis ‘Nikko’


Top Right: Kolkwitzia amabilis


Bottom Right: The Anisodontea 'Strybing Beauty' 
reaches above the Geranium maderense sporting 
similar looking blooms.

Photos by and from the garden of Mark Delepine
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When Trees Are Not Trees 
Georgia Ray, a student in the Biodefense M.S. program 
at George Mason University, wants you to know that 
there’s no such thing as a tree—phylogenetically. In a 
post on her site Eukaryote Writes a Blog Ray explains 
her statement that, “On the evolutionary tree of plants, 
trees are regularly interspersed with things that are 
absolutely, 100% not trees.” You can find her post with 
illustrations here: 
https://eukaryotewritesblog.com/2021/05/02/
theres-no-such-thing-as-a-tree 

Partial phylogenetic tree of various plants assembled by 
Georgia Ray. Larger image available on her blog post.

The Art of Smelling Trees 
An author, a composer, and an artist have collaborated 
to create Eleven Ways of Smelling a Tree, a podcast 
episode and blog post about the unique, and sometimes 
surprising, aromas of eleven different species of trees. 
David Haskell, award winning author, has written the 
text which he narrates on the podcast; composer and 
musician Katherine Lehman, currently Executive 
Director of the Boulder Philharmonic, provides the 
music; and the artists at Studio Airport, a graphic 
design/film studio based in Utrecht, Netherlands, have 
created the accompanying images. The episode is part 
of Emergence Magazine, a quarterly online 
publication. https://emergencemagazine.org/essay/
eleven-ways/  

Considering Trees

https://eukaryotewritesblog.com/2021/05/02/
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