
Plant	Forum	
To	share	during	the	Plant	Forum	
contact	Ellen	Frank,	
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net,	in	
advance	of	the	monthly	
meeting.	Full	details	are	
available	on	our	website	at	
www.calhortsociety.org/about/
monthly-meetings/plant-forum.	

Cal	Hort	Online	
Please	visit	our	website	for	
news,	updates,	arAcles	and	
resources	at	calhortsociety.org	

Join	us	for	conversations	on	
Facebook	at	“Friends	Who	Like	
California	Horticultural	
Society”.	

Notes	and	photos	from	past	
Plant	Forum	sessions	are	
available	on	our	site	at	
@nyurl.com/
CalHortPlantForum	

The	presentations	by	our	
featured	speakers	can	be	found	
on	our	YouTube	site:	
@nyurl.com/CalHortYouTube	

Did	You	Know?	
Cal	Hort	is	a	member	of	
Mediterranean	Gardening	
International	(MGi)	an	
international	group	of	societies	
for	people	with	an	interest	in	
Mediterranean	plants	and	
gardens.		You	can	find	links	to	
the	other	member	
organizations	on	the	Links	of	
Interest	page	of	our	website.	
Scroll	down	to	Organizations	
and	Societies:	International.	
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Monday, May 17, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online  
Gardens of the Coast of Chile 
with Cristóbal Elgueta

Cristóbal Elgueta is a forestry engineer and has worked as a landscaper for more 
than twenty years, inspired by the dynamics and ecology of the plant 
communities of central Chile, where color, texture, and wildlife accompany a 
rugged and imposing landscape. His current goal of work and research is that 
the garden connects whoever lives it with the richness and extraordinary 
dynamism of nature.  

Monday, June 21, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online  
Does Fog Matter? What Baja California can teach us 
about the value of fog to plants. 
with Sula Vanderplank

Fog is common in coasts with sunny days and upwelling cold water. Fogs also 
tend to show a strong gradient from coast to inland. In Mediterranean climate 
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vegetation, the primary control of plant phenology (flowering, fruiting, and 
senescence) is moisture, including fog moisture, making distance from the 
coast significant for the timing of flowering, as well as in plant distribution 
patterns in general. Fog studies in arid lands, such as the Baja California 
peninsula, elucidate the role that fog plays in plant survival and behavior. 

Flowering times and the synchrony of flowering can be significantly shifted, 
which in turn affects predation and the timing of seed release, along with 
seedling recruitment and survival, an important factor for restoration and 
management efforts. Up the trophic chain, animals also respond to the 
presence of coastal fogs through shifts in communication, breeding, and 
behavior based on plant response. Perhaps most significantly, the presence of 
consistent fogs results in the creation of climate refugia that have reduced 
temperature extremes and protect species from extinction during long-term 
climatic change.  

On the Baja California peninsula, the influence of Pacific moisture can be 
seen in the distribution of different ecoregions at the largest scale, including 
the great fog deserts in the center of the peninsula. At a smaller scale, the 
southernmost extent of the California Floristic Province is a biological 
diversity hotspot of high endemism and conservation value, with two steep 
moisture gradients: rainfall (N-S), and coastal fogs (W-E). 
Species that are fog adapted in Baja California may be excellent choices for 
Bay Area gardens now, and even more so in the not too distant future. Our 
foggy coasts should be particular priorities for species conservation and will 
likely allow the most diverse gardens in a changing climate. 

You’re Invited to the 
Western Hort Meetings 
Cal Hort members receive an 
email with instructions for 
registering to attend the online 
meetings. 
There is no cost to Cal Hort 
members but visitors will be 
asked to pay $10. 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021,  
7:15 p.m. online 
When is a Weed a Weed? 
How to ID and  
Control Them 

with Steve 
Fennimore, 
Extension Specialist 
(and weed scientist), 
UC Davis
Since 1997, Steve 
has conducted a 

research and extension program 
focused on weed management in 
vegetables, flowers and 
strawberries in coastal production 
areas of California. His special-
ization is in non-chemical weed 
management for strawberry and 
vegetable crops. 

You May Also  
Be Interested in… 

Heronswood Lunch 
Break Lectures 
The beautiful Heronswood 

botanical garden in 
the Pacific 

Northwest 
continues to host 
online events 
about twice a 

month. You can 
learn more and buy 

tickets at their events page:  

heronswood.odoo.com/events


Does Fog Matter?  continued from previous page
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Baja California, planimetric map and satellite view. Source: Google Maps

Sula is the Director of Terrestrial Ecosystem Conservation for Pronatura 
Noroeste, Baja California, Mexico. A botanist by training, she has studied the 
diverse ecosystems of Baja California and the offshore islands for the last 15 
years, and has a Ph.D. in Plant Ecology from UC Riverside. Sula serves as 
adjunct Faculty at San Diego State University and the Center for Scientific 
Research and Higher Learning (CICESE) in Ensenada. She maintains an 

https://heronswood.odoo.com/


active cross-border research program focused on coastal ecosystems, and has 
published more than 50 scholarly articles and books. She is currently working 
with the San Diego Natural History Museum and San Diego Zoo Global to 
evaluate the status of cross-border rare plants.  

More about Sula and Baja California Ecology: 

An Interview with Sula Vanderplank 
Read more about Sula in this interview on the Center for 
Plant Conservation website. The article includes some 
very nice photos (mouse over the images to see the 
captions).  

Click on the weblink and then, in the left-side menu,  
click on “Conservation Champion: Sula Vanderplank” 
to go directly to her interview:  
saveplants.org/april-news-2021 

“Unraveling the Mysteries of Baja’s Botanical Bounty”  
This episode of the In Defense of Plants podcast was 
recorded on May  26, 2019 when Ms. Vanderplank 
worked with San Diego Zoo’s Institute for  Conservation 
Research finding, describing and conserving native plants 
of Baja. You can download this show from your favorite 
podcasting app or listen online at the website: 
tinyurl.com/SulaVanderplank  

More about the Flora of Baja: 

Flora of Baja California website 
This website, hosted by The San Diego Natural History Museum, is dedicated 
to the plant life, the flora, of the Baja peninsula of Mexico and related islands. 
It documents an ongoing project of the Botany Department of the San Diego 
Natural History Museum. It includes photos, maps, checklists and more. 
http://bajaflora.org  

continued from previous page

Mediterranean 
Gardening France 
Announces a New 
Facebook Page 
One of our international 
partners Mediterranean 
Gardening France has launched 
a Facebook page. They have 
issued the following 
announcement: 

“We publish content relating to 
Mediterranean gardens and we 
relay the activities organized by 
the association in the same way 
as the newsletter. We invite you 
to subscribe to the page if you 
use this network and to share, if 
you wish, your best photos of 
gardens or plants adapted to the 
Mediterranean climate. We 
reassure you that no identifying 
photos of members or personal 
information will be disclosed 
on Facebook.” 

Mediterranean Gardening 
France is a non-profit society 
founded in 2014 for everyone 
who has an enthusiasm for 
Mediterranean plants, gardens, 
and gardening.

https://www.facebook.com/
mediterranean.gardening.
france
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California Horticultural Society	
COUNCIL 
2018-2021 (Second Term) 
Mark Delepine

Andy Stone 

2019–2021 (Second Term) 
Mary Engle, Bart O’Brien

2019–2021 (First Term) 
Ellen Frank, Dave Tivol


OFFICERS  
President	 	 Bart O’Brien

Vice President	 	 Andy Stone

Recording Secretary	 Mary Engle

Treasurer	 	 Daxin Liu

Membership Chair	 Charlotte Masson

Job Openings 

Ruth Bancroft Garden and Nursery 

The folks at the 3.5 acre 
Ruth Bancroft Garden and 
Nursery have openings for a 
Nursery Sales Manager, an 
Associate Landscape Designer 

and a Sales Host. You will find complete details at: 
www.ruthbancroftgarden.org/about/opportunities 

The Santa Barbara Botanic Garden 

SBBG has begun a job search for 
a Living Collections Curator. 

"This is a position that we 
haven’t had at the Garden in over a decade and are 
excited to be bringing back. Our collection was 
severely damaged by the Jesusita fire in 2009 and we 
haven’t quite had the capacity to recover without 
someone to dedicate enough time on strategic 
collection development. For the plant nuts, some 
current strengths of our collection are plants of the 
California channel islands and Dudleya. Onboarding 
this person, we will be gearing up to do some strategic 
collections and capital improvements planning which 
should make it an enticing opportunity. Please forward 
this out to people that you think may be interested in 
this position or for any others that we have open.” 

www.sbbg.org/get-involved/join-our-team

A blue Gentian in Charlotte Masson’s 
garden. Photo: Charlotte Masson

Garden Gems
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