
Cal	Hort	Online	
Please	visit	our	website	for	
news,	updates,	ar4cles	and	
resources	at	calhortsociety.org	

Join	us	for	conversations	on	
Facebook	at	“Friends	Who	Like	
California	Horticultural	
Society”.	

Notes	and	photos	from	past	
Plant	Forum	sessions	are	
available	on	our	site	at	
>nyurl.com/
CalHortPlantForum	

The	presentations	by	our	
featured	speakers	can	be	found	
on	our	YouTube	site:	
>nyurl.com/CalHortYouTube	

Plant	Forum	
To	share	during	the	Plant	Forum	
contact	Ellen	Frank,	
ellenfrank@sbcglobal.net,	in	
advance	of	the	monthly	
meeting.	Full	details	are	
available	on	our	website	at	
www.calhortsociety.org/about/
monthly-meetings/plant-forum.	

Did	You	Know?	
Cal	Hort	is	a	member	of	
Mediterranean	Gardening	
International	(MGi)	an	
international	group	of	societies	
for	people	with	an	interest	in	
Mediterranean	plants	and	
gardens.		You	can	find	links	to	
the	other	member	
organizations	on	the	Links	of	
Interest	page	of	our	website.	
Scroll	down	to	Organizations	
and	Societies:	International.	
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Monday, April 19, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online  
This program will not be recorded. 
Cal Hort and Livermore-Amador Valley Garden Club present 
Creating Windcliff: The New Garden, Mistakes and 
Miracles Found Along the Way 
with Dan Hinkley

Windcliff, a 6½ acre garden on a high bluff overlooking Puget Sound, is the 
second garden of horticulturist Dan Hinkley and his partner, architect Robert L. 
Jones. The garden incorporates a wide palette of plants from western North 
America, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Chile, and China, many 
representing Dan’s own collections propagated from seed over the past 35 years. 
Dan discusses the reason and process of assembling these plants in a naturalistic 
style, along with the mistakes and miracles found along the way. 

Dan is an award-winning teacher, writer, lecturer, consultant, nurseryman, 
naturalist, and gardener committed to solid and sustainable horticultural 
practices, above average garden plants, landscapes of distinction and raising the 
collective awareness of the diversity of plant life on Earth as well as the magic 
and mysteries of our natural world. 

More about Dan Hinkley : 

Dan has authored four books—Windcliff, A Story of People, Plants, and 
Gardens; The Explorer’s Garden: Rare and Unusual Perennials; The Explorer’s 
Garden: Shrubs and Vines from the Four Corners of the World; and Winter 
Ornamentals: For the Maritime Northwest Gardener (out of print, but available 
used). continued on next page
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On Dan’s website you can find Bark-a-Lounger Botanist, a series of virtual 
garden tours narrated by Dan and the assistant director of Heronswood, Ross 
Bayton. See what is blooming at Heronswood and learn about plants in the 
Wenatchee Mountains of Central Washington.  
https://danieljhinkley.com 

You May Also Be Interested in… 

Plant Exploration with Dan Hinkley 
In this episode of the In Defense of Plants podcast from 
December 15, 2019 Dan talks about his love of plants, how he got 
started and what has kept him going. 
https://tinyurl.com/Dan-Hinkley 

 

Monday, May 17, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. online  
Gardens of the Coast of Chile 
with Cristóbal Elgueta

Cristóbal Elgueta is a forestry engineer and has worked as a landscaper for more 
than twenty years, inspired by the dynamics and ecology of the plant 
communities of central Chile, where color, texture, and wildlife accompany a 
rugged and imposing landscape. His current goal of work and research is that 
the garden connects whoever lives it with the richness and extraordinary 
dynamism of nature. 

More about Cristóbal Elgueta: 
Check out Cristóbal’s website and Instagram page for more photos of his work. 
https://cristobalelgueta.cl 
https://www.instagram.com 

 

Your Invited to the 
Western Hort Meetings 
Cal Hort members receive an 
email with instructions for 
registering to attend the online 
meetings. 
There is no cost to Cal Hort 
members but visitors will be 
asked to pay $10. 

Wednesday, April 14, 2021,  
7:15 p.m. online 
The Summer-Dry Garden:  
Beyond Mediterranean 
with Saxton Holt, photographer, 
author, and life-long gardener

Saxon Holt 
will present 
on his new 
book which 
he co-
authored with 
Nora Harlow,  
Gardening in 
Summer-Dry 
Climates 

(Timber Press, January 2021). 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021,  
7:15 p.m. online 
When is a Weed a Weed? 
How to ID and Control 
Them 
with Steve Fennimore, extension 
specialist & weed scientist, 
UC Davis

Since 1997, 
Steve has 
conducted a 
research and 
extension 
program 
focused on 
weed 
management 
in vegetables, 
flowers and 

strawberries in coastal production 
areas of California. His special-
ization is in non-chemical weed 
management for strawberry and 
vegetable crops. 

 

Dan Hinkley  continued from previous page
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Mediterranean Garden International 
Sharing knowledge and experience of 
gardening and plants in the Mediterranean 
climate zones of the world. 

www.mediterraneangardeninginternational.org

Check out last month’s issue of the Bulletin for 
profiles of our other partner members of 
Mediterranean Garden International. You might want 
to check out their sites as you create your dream 
International garden tour itinerary. 

Mediterranean Plants and 
Gardens, UK

Based in the UK, MPG  embraces concepts of 
sustainable gardening, such as matching plant species 
intelligently to their environments and giving particular 
attention to the economical use of water. Their website 
includes galleries of plant images and links to some of 
their recorded illustrated lectures. www.medpag.org 

Mediterranean Gardening 
Association Portugal 

MGAP is a not-for-profit association in Portugal. Their 
web site contains articles on diverse aspects of 
Mediterranean gardening as well as news, notices, 
practical information, and comments.  
www.mgaportugal.org 

Mediterranean Gardening Margaret 
River 

Members of MGi associations visiting this 
beautiful corner of Western Australia are 

welcome to contact Julie Kinney, 
jkinney@westnet.com.au, for advice on gardens to 
visit. 

The gardens of the Margaret River region are also the 
subject of Julie Kinney's new book The Garden Wanderer.  
The public portion of their website includes some plant 
profiles written by members and garden visit reports. 
www.mediterraneangardeninginternational.org/
mgmrhome.html 

TECH TALK 

How to Keep Email You Want  
Out of Your Spam/Junk Folder  
Sometimes emails you want to receive end up in the 
Junk folder or marked as spam. To keep that from 
happening you can“white list” it. It’s easy to do but 
because the procedure is a little different for  each 
email client (Apple Mail, Outlook, Gmail and 
others) has its own instructions, the article at the site 
noted below includes instructions for the most 
popular email clients: 

https://howtowhitelist.com


How to Change your Zoom background 
1. Sign into the Zoom desktop application.
2. Click on the icon with your photo or initials in the

upper right corner.

3. In the menu that drops down, click Settings.
4. In the new window click Background & Filters.
5. Choose one of the pre-installed images or upload

your own by clicking on the + button on the right
just above the gallery of images and navigate to an
image on your computer.

6. Use the camera view above the gallery to preview
how the background looks with you in it.

7. Click on Video Filters to play with different frames
and amusing effect.

For more information go to: 
https://tinyurl.com/virtual-setting and scroll down 
to “Using Virtual Background”and choose your 
device platform (Windows, Mac, Android, or iOS)


Lighting is important to get the best results on a 
video conference wether you use a virtual 
background or not.  
• Don’t sit with your back to a bright window.
• Set up in a well lit space.
• Do position a lighting source towards your face.

Cal Hort Virtual Backgrounds 
Seán O’Hara made some virtual backgrounds you can 
download from our website: 
calhortsociety.org/zoom-backgrounds
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News From Bay Area Gardens 

SF Botanical Garden at Home 
Click over to SFBG at Home (www.sfbg.org/
at-home) for a panoply of horticulturally 
focused resources you can take advantage of 
at home: book recommendations, family 
activity sheets, virtual programs, and garden 

highlights to name a few. You can also 
download six beautiful images from the garden to use as 
your background in video conferencing. 
https://www.sfbg.org/at-home  

Ruth Bancroft Garden  
Open for Picnics 
Spring has sprung, the Garden is looking 

fabulous, the tables are back, and guests are once again 
welcome to bring a picnic to make your visit all the more 
enjoyable. Don’t forget to ask for the latest RBG Leaflet 
that has Garden bingo and other kids’ activities, from the 
kiosk when you check-in. 

Note, when not eating and drinking at a table, please wear 
a mask and observe social distancing. 

https://www.ruthbancroftgarden.org/visit 

Gamble Garden  
Second Saturdays are Back 
Gamble Garden has resumed Second 
Saturdays on-site. For everyone’s health 
and safety, in-person classes will be held 
outdoors and class size will be limited. 

Masks and social distancing are required. The details 
and registration are on their website along with a 
schedule of online classes. 
https://www.gamblegarden.org/events 
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