
Monthly	Mee*ngs		
Loca*on	–	San	Francisco	
County	Fair	Building,		
Ninth	Avenue	at	Lincoln	Way		
in	Golden	Gate	Park		

Free	parking	is	available	
behind	the	San	Francisco	
County	Fair	Building	off	
Lincoln	Way.		

4:00	pm	–	Botanical	Garden	
walk	with	the	featured	
speaker	
Meet	outside	the	entrance	
gate	to	the	San	Francisco	
Botanical	Garden.	Please	
note	that	if	you	don’t	enter	
with	the	California	
Hor6cultural	Society	as	a	
group,	you	will	need	to	pay	
the	entry	fee,	unless	you	are	
SFBG	member	or	a	resident	
of	San	Francisco.	
Please	be	on	*me.	

5:30	pm	–	No-host	dinner	
Fresca,	737	Irving	St.		

7:15	pm	–	Announcements,	
Plant	Forum,	and	Program	
MeeFng	at	the	San	Francisco	
County	Fair	Building.		
Cal	Hort	members	aIend	for	
free.	Non-members	are	
welcome;	Cal	Hort	requests	a	
donaFon	of	$5.	

For	more	informa*on		
visit	our	website:	
www.calhortsociety.org		
and	visit	us	on	Facebook	at	
“Friends	Who	Like	California	
Hor*cultural	Society”

Monthly Meeting, Monday, February 17, 2020  

A Botanical Journey from Central Asia to the Middle East 
with Dr. Ori Fragman-Sapir 
Dr. Ori Fragman-Sapir will share his expertise on the plants of Central Asia and the 
Middle East. Some of the most striking flower bulbs, as well as blooming trees and other 
plants, grow in steppes and other arid habitats: Central Asia (Tajikistan and Uzbekistan), 
the Caucasus (Armenia, Georgia, and Azerbaijan), Turkey, and the Holy Land (Israel to 
Jordan). These plants show magnificent adaptations to droughts, and many have potential 
for cultivation. 
Dr. Fragman-Sapir has been the scientific editor of the “Flora of Israel Online” website 
since 2016, and is the scientific director of the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens. He is an 
expert on the Mediterranean and West Asian floras, as well as on geophytes, plant 
conservation and sustainable horticulture.

Monthly Meeting, Monday, March 16, 2020 

“So Many Plants, So Little Time!”
with Ourselves! 
We had a great time last year, and we plan to do it again this year: a full meeting of plant 
display and discussion only this time in March. Last year’s meeting was a wonderful 
round table discussion and major learning experience for our members. March is full 
Spring: bulbs are going crazy and something new is blooming every day. Plants which 
might show the warming of our climate would also be of interest. If you have a special 
plant or a few that you would like to discuss with the group, come to our March meeting 
and bring it along. It could be a cutting or a beautifully grown specimen, or something 
you are having trouble growing. This is a meeting for everyone to learn. 
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http://www.calhortsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1927355967557623/
https://flora.org.il/en/plants/


2020 Coffee in the Garden Events 
By Mark Delepine 

This announcement is to let you know some of the 
members' gardens we will be meeting in for coffee and 
refreshment this coming year, and to let you know it isn’t 
too late to have us over to enjoy your garden too.  At this 
point, I can only tell you who, where, and which month.  
Final dates will be announced by e-mail, at a general 
meeting prior to the date of each event, and in our Bulletin. 
• In April we’ve been invited back to Charlie and Karen

Reiter’s San Francisco garden, on the site of the
historic Victor Reiter horticultural nursery.

• Arcangelo Wessells, best known to most of us as the
Archie who brings in so many unusual and fascinating
plants for discussion and to share, will be inviting us
back to see his unique garden in Vallejo in May.

• Sometime this summer, Kati Gyulassy will be having
us back to her vibrant gem of a garden in Oakland.

What is a Coffee in the Garden? 
A member of Cal Hort will invite us to gather in their 
garden to enjoy the coffee and tea we provide and the 
savory or sweet treats the guests will bring. Ideally the 
host’s only job is to have their garden looking the way 
they like it. Then, in addition to soaking up the ambiance 
of the garden, we get to enjoy the company our fellow 
plant and garden enthusiasts and, where space allows, their 
guests. 
I introduced the format to Cal Hort a few years back after 
hearing Ken Blackford describe this popular event at the 
San Diego Horticultural Society, where he is a member. 
There they do one such event each month of the year, and 
people sign up well in advance for the opportunity to share 
with each other what they’re doing in their gardens.  Here 
we cater to having the gathering in the month you prefer 
even if that means several events in some months and 
none in others. Following the event, our custom is to 
arrange to see a bonus garden, which might belong to 
another member, or a neighbor, or sometimes a public 
garden. But we aim to squeeze it all into just the morning 
so as not take up your entire day or become too tiring. 
If you haven’t yet joined us at one of these gatherings, we 

continued  

Coffee in the Garden, continued 
hope you will join us at one this year.  Please also consider 
hosting Cal Hort in your garden. Feel free to contact me at 
mdelepine@liacook.com if you want more details and, 
of course, if you'd like to host a Coffee in the Garden!

Wollemi Pine in the News 
Australia’s famous 
hidden grove of  
“living fossil” trees, 
Wollemia nobilis, was 
threatened by the 
recent fires raging 
through parts of that 
country. Below we’ve 
gathered some links to 
the story and to places 
where you can see a 
specimen in person. 

• Incredible, secret
firefighting
mission  saves
famous 'dinosaur
trees' (The
Sydney Morning
Herald)

https://
www.smh.com.au/
environment/conservation/incredible-secret-
firefighting-mission-saves-famous-dinosaur-
trees-20200115-p53rom.html 

• Australia's prehistoric Wollemi pine trees saved
from bushfires in secret government mission
(CNN)

https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/15/australia/dinosaur-
pines-rescued-scli-intl/index.html 

• Endangered 'dinosaur' Wollemi pines saved by
firefighters ahead of bushfires (SBS News)

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/endangered-dinosaur-
wollemi-pines-saved-by-firefighters-ahead-of-
bushfires 

Various California botanical institutions now contain 
specimens of Wollemia nobilis —check with your local 
garden directly for more information. 
• San Francisco Botanical Garden

https://www.sfbg.org/copy-of-asarum-caudatum-sept
• University of California Botanical Garden

at Berkeley
https://botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu/collections 

• Salesforce Park, San Francisco
https://salesforcetransitcenter.com/salesforce-park
Self-guided walking tours at https://www.sftrees.com 

Wollemia nobilis specimen in the 
Ancient Plant Garden at San 
Francisco Botanical Garden.

Reiter San Francisco garden in 2017.
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benefiting the California Horticultural Society 

Monday, February 17 
Monday, March 16 
4 pm–7 pm 

San Francisco County Fair Building 
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 
This collection, assembled by the late Ted Kipping, covers virtually every subject in 
horticulture, including plant hunting and tree care. There are complete sets of books, 
some even in duplicate: general books on collecting, gardening, and propagation, as 
well as field guides and encyclopedias of general and specific plants, along with entire 
books on categories, such as ferns, and individual plants, such as salvias, hydrangeas, 
and rhododendrons. 

Ted Kipping (1945–2019), born in San Francisco, traveled far and wide to see and 
photograph plants in their native habitats. He studied natural history at Columbia 
University, and upon his return, started working at Strybing Arboretum (now the San 
Francisco Botanical Garden). In 1976, he formed his company Tree Shaper, which 
became Tree Shapers in 2002 in partnership with Phil Danielson. 

Ted was a particularly active member of Cal Hort, contributing in many ways. For 
years, he organized and led field trips to wild locations, gardens, and nurseries. His 
irrepressible enthusiasm for plants and natural history were always in evidence, and his 
outgoing generous spirit connected him to plant people throughout the country and 
internationally. 

You can read Cal Hort President Bart O’Brien’s tribute to Ted on our website at:  
www.calhortsociety.org

The horticultural library of Ted Kipping

www.calhortsociety.org

http://www.calhortsociety.org
http://www.calhortsociety.org


VOLUNTEERING 
The California Horticultural Society has maintained its 
quality programs because of the dedication of the volunteer 
officers, chairs, and members. The future of Cal Hort 
depends upon its member volunteers to provide leadership. 
Please consider joining the council to contribute to 
decisions and make a difference: contact Bart O'Brien at 
bobrien1202@gmail.com.

California Horticultural Society  

COUNCIL 
2018-2020 (Second Term) 

Mark Delepine, Andy Stone 

2019–2021 (Second Term) 

Mary Engle, Bart O’Brien

2019–2021 (First Term) 

Ellen Frank, Dave Tivol 
OFFICERS  
President 	 	 Bart O’Brien

Vice President		 Andy Stone

Recording Secretary	 Mary Engle

Treasurer	 	 Daxin Liu

Membership Chair	 Charlotte Masson

California Horticultural Society  
San Francisco County Fair Building  
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way  
San Francisco, CA 94122 

2020 Annual Seed Exchange 
There’s still time! 
You have till the end of February to submit your 2020 
Seed Request Form.  The form and the list of available 
seeds were included in the January Bulletin and can be 
downloaded from the Annual Seed Exchange page of our 
website at calhortsociety.org  

Thanks to those who donated seed for the 
exchange this year, without whose participation this 
program would not be possible. 

Time to Renew Your Membership! 
If you receive the Bulletin by U.S. Mail and you 
don’t renew by March 15 we will, regretfully, 
have to terminate your subscription. 

You can download a membership form from the website:   
https://calhortsociety.org/about/membership 
Thank you to all who have done so! 

Questions about your membership? 

Please contact:  
Charlotte Masson, Membership Chair  
579 Los Palmos Drive,  
San Francisco, CA 94127-2209.  

If you prefer a printed version of the Bulletin 

by US mail, you can subscribe for $20 (this is in addition 
to your regular membership fee).  

Don’t m
iss out, re

new today!

mailto:bobrien1202@gmail.com
https://calhortsociety.org/about/membership



