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Monthly Meeting, Monday, June 17, 2019 
Southern Gulf of California Islands of Baja California, Mexico 
with Bart O’Brien, Director/Manager, Regional Parks Botanic Garden 
Bart will discuss the botanical aspects these fascinating islands of desert vegetation and 
tropical dryland deciduous scrub. Surprisingly, there are a number of “Californian” 
plants this far south and east, but there are even more fascinating and garden-worthy 
plants from this area—Baja’s native persimmon, the golden morning glory, one of the 
best butterfly plants known, two Salvia species, cacti, caudiciforms, xeric ferns, and 
many exciting endemics. The 2018 expedition had permits to go ashore and collect on all 
of the islands and were thus able to explore several rarely visited islands as well as 
privately owned islands.  

Coffee in the Garden, Sunday, June 23, 2019  •  9 a.m. 
Large Scale Landscaping in Lafayette and a Fine Dry Garden in Concord 
For this event, we're hosting the coffee at a friend’s very large hilltop garden in 
Lafayette. Images of this garden can be seen here: https://flic.kr/s/aHsmBqe95D. Then 
we’ll make the Concord garden of member Brian Pyle the bonus visit. Some views of 
Brian’s water-wise garden can be seen here: https://flic.kr/s/aHsmDt2mYi.  

We’ll have the coffee and hot water ready for tea at 9 a.m. in Lafayette. Please bring a 

Monthly Meetings 
Location – San Francisco 
County Fair Building,  
Ninth Avenue at Lincoln Way 
in Golden Gate Park  

Free parking is available 
behind the San Francisco 
County Fair Building off 
Lincoln Way.  

4:00 pm – Botanical Gardens 
walk with the featured 
speaker 
Meet outside the entrance 
gate to the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden. Please 
note that if you don’t enter 
with the California 
Horticultural Society as a 
group, you will need to pay 
the entry fee, unless you are 
SFBG member or a resident 
of San Francisco. 
Please be on time. 

5:30 pm – No-host dinner 
Nopalito, 1224 Ninth Ave., 
(near Lincoln Way) 

7:15 pm – Announcements, 
Plant Forum, and Program 
Meeting at the San Francisco 
County Fair Building.  
Cal Hort members attend for 
free. Non-members are 
welcome; Cal Hort requests a 
donation of $5. 

For more information  
visit our website: 
www.calhortsociety.org 
and visit us on Facebook 
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Continued on back 
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Monthly Meeting, Monday, July 15, 2019  
Iris of the Caucasus and Eastern Mediterranean 
with Carol Wilson, Ph.D. Associate Researcher, University & 
Jepson Herbaria, University of California, Berkeley 
The Caucasus and eastern Mediterranean Basin are rich in Iris, especially 
from subgenera Iris (bearded), Hermodactyloides (reticulatas), and Scorpiris 
(junos). Many Iris from this region  

California Horticultural Society  
COUNCIL 
2018-2020 (Second Term)  
Mark Delepine, Steve Morse, Andy Stone  

2019–2021 (Second Term)  
Mary Engle, Bart O’Brien 

2019–2021 (First Term)  
Ellen Frank, Dave Tivol 

OFFICERS  
President   Bart O’Brien 
Vice President  Andy Stone 
Recording Secretary Mary Engle 
Treasurer  Carl Meier 
Membership Chair Charlotte Masson  
 

VOLUNTEERING 
The California Horticultural Society has maintained its quality 
programs because of the dedication of the volunteer officers, 
chairs, and members. The future of Cal Hort depends upon its 
member volunteers to provide leadership. Please consider 
joining the council to contribute to decisions and make a 
difference: contact Bart O'Brien at bobrien1202@gmail.com. 

 

Coffee in the Garden continued from front 

 
little of something savory or sweet to share 
if you can. Our Lafayette host has lots of 
private parking and will make bathrooms 
available. 
Attendance to this event is not capped. Our 
host at the Lafayette garden first offered to 
host an event for us when she attended our 
March garden visit as a guest. Bringing 
along our gardening friends is a great way to 
build our group and connect to the wider 
horticultural community. You never know 
where it may take us next. 
RSVPs must be sent directly to Mark 
Delepine at mdelepine@liacook.com. In 
order to receive the itinerary as well as to 
ensure an adequate provision of coffee, 
please be sure to include the names of all 
guests you plan to bring along.  
 are not in the horticulture trade but  

are likely to perform well in rock 
gardens or be of interest to those that 
appreciate a challenge. Carol Wilson 
has studied the molecular evolution 
and morphology of Iris for about 30 
years and will present a talk on some 
of the species from Georgia, Turkey, 
and Syria.  

Iris suaveolens from western Turkey 

Iris gatesii habitat, eastern Turkey 
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