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Monthly Meetings
Location – San Francisco
County Fair Building,
Ninth Avenue at Lincoln Way
in Golden Gate Park
Free parking is available
behind the San Francisco
County Fair Building off
Lincoln Way.
4:00 pm – Botanical Gardens
walk with the featured
speaker
Meet outside the entrance
gate to the San Francisco
Botanical Garden. Please note
that if you don’t enter with
the California Horticultural
Society as a group, you will
need to pay the entry fee,
unless you are SFBG member
or a resident of San Francisco.
Please be on time.
5:30 pm – Annual Dinner
San Francisco County Fair
Building

Monthly Meeting, Monday, May 20, 2019

Annual Award Meeting & Potluck Dinner (full list of winners pages 4-5)
Featuring the Cal Hort “Horticulturist of the Year,” Kristin Yanker-Hansen

“You Can’t Grow That in Danville!” Although Danville, California, is still
considered to be a Mediterranean climate, the temperatures are more extreme,
which changes the palette of plants that can be grown. Kristin will talk about the
plants that she has grown successfully, including “temperates” and “tropicals.”
•
•
•
•

Come at 5 pm to help with flower arrangements and set up.
Bring your favorite dish—enough to serve eight—along with a serving
utensil, your own place setting and a beverage (alcohol is not permitted).
Bring your unusual and choice plants for the Silent Auction.
RSVP required by Friday, May 17 to calhortsociety@gmail.com using
“Annual Dinner” in the subject line.

7:15 pm – Announcements,
Plant Forum, and Program
Meeting at the San Francisco
County Fair Building.
Cal Hort members attend for
free. Non-members are
welcome; Cal Hort requests a
donation of $5.
For more information
visit our website:
www.calhortsociety.org
and visit us on Facebook

Coffee in the Garden, Saturday, May 11, 2019 • 9 am

Plant Sale Bargains, Bock Garden and an Herb Farm
Join us for UC Davis Arboretum’s clearance plant sale of the season, 9–10:30
am, followed by a visit to Gerhard Bock’s garden in Davis (photo above). We
will leave there around noon and will stop at the Morningsun Herb Farm
Nursery and Gardens in Vacaville on the way home. RSVP to Mark Delepine at
mdelepine@liacook.com.

Monthly Meeting, Monday, June 17, 2019

2018 Expedition to the Southern Gulf of California Islands of Baja California, Mexico
Photo credit: Jon Rebman
http://gulfprogram.ucsd.edu/general/divers
ity-among-the-islands-of-the-gulf-ofcalifornia/

with Bart O’Brien, Director/Manager, Regional Parks Botanic Garden

In November of 2018, a multidisciplinary team of American and Mexican scientists (botanists, entomologists,
herpetologists, ornithologists, mammologists, and others) journeyed to 14 of Baja California Sur's southern islands
from Isla Tortuga in the north to Isla Cerralvo in the south. Bart will be speaking primarily of the botanical aspects
of these fascinating islands of desert vegetation and tropical dryland deciduous scrub. Surprisingly, there are a
number of “Californian” plants this far south and east, but there are even more fascinating and garden-worthy plants
from this area—see some of the best of them in this presentation: Baja's native persimmon, the golden morning
glory, one of the best butterfly plants known, two Salvia species, cacti, caudiciforms, xeric ferns, and many exciting
endemics. The expedition had permits to go ashore and collect on all of the islands and were thus able to explore
several rarely visited islands as well as privately owned islands.
Since late 2013, Bart O'Brien has been the Director/Manager of the Regional Parks Botanic Garden in Tilden Park
in the Berkeley Hills. Prior to this, he served in a variety of capacities at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden for 24
years. Bart is a fifth-generation Californian, and is an authority of the native flora of the state and of northwestern
Baja California, Mexico. He is an accomplished collector, grower, photographer, lecturer and author. In 2018 he
became a Fellow of the California Native Plant Society. He was named Horticulturist of the Year in 2005 by the
Southern California Horticultural Society, and was listed as one of "The 100 Most Powerful People in Southern
California by the editorial staff of the Los Angeles Times/West Magazine (August 13, 2006).

That Mysterious Plant
Article and images by Seán A. O'Hara

It must have been 25–30 years ago. I was walking home from the office through a
neighborhood adjacent to Lake Merritt in Oakland. This area was once full of grand
houses surrounded by equally grand gardens. Vestiges of this elegant past can
occasionally be encountered and one such property was being renovated the day I
happened to walk by. All of the landscape had been scraped clean and a large metal
dumpster on the street contained the unfortunate former plantings. Right on top, an
unusual cluster of roots caught my eye. Obviously yanked rudely from its former home,
it looked relatively alive and healthy. I could not resist saving it from its fate, carrying it
home.
As I planted this unknown specimen in a pot, I thought the thick, fleshy roots and short
rhizome looked reminiscent of an asparagus. There were fat buds seemingly ready to
bust forth, so I was hopeful as I watered it well and set it in a shady spot. Over time,
whenever I checked it, the plant seemed reticent to grow even though the buds continued to show great promise.
Gradually, my attention became focused on other plants and projects and this rescue remained in its shady corner.
A few months later, while tidying up my menagerie of potted plants, I discovered my adoptee again, but it was
unrecognizable! Several of the buds had sprouted and elongated into a number of shiny, bright green shoots! Each
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shoot had rounded leaf-like scales that covered miniature leafy branches tipped with a cluster of teeny-tiny flower
buds. Gradually, these tender new growths expanded into a graceful stem, with multiple leafy side laterals each
terminating with a short spike of rounded cream flowers.
The soft, chartreuse-green foliage gradually hardened and became a darker green. Over time, the rounded flowers
gave way to bead-like green fruits that gradually turned red, and lasted for months. Eventually, these became
raisined and dark maroon. Each contained one or two round, hard seeds. Casual sowing of these seeds never
germinated, so I was keen to find its identity and learn more about what it needed.
Next time I was able to visit a library in those pre-Internet days, I perused
various botanical references. I suspected this interesting plant was
related to Ruscus (butcher’s broom) and Asparagus (asparagus ferns),
though I also wondered if it might be of the genus Semele.
A few years later my wife and I traveled to France for the first time.
While visiting friends in the South of France, our friend Olivier wished to
show me was Le Jardin des Plantes de Montpellier, France’s first
botanical garden (started in 1593). During that visit, we also entered the
herbarium adjacent to the garden, which contained thousands of pressed
specimens dating back hundreds of years!
Seeing so many interesting and very important herbarium collections was
mind boggling. I recalled various plants I was currently researching and
looked at whatever specimens I could find in the collection. In one aisle,
right at eye level, I happened to spot a folder labeled Ruscus, with another for Semele. Grouped with these was a
folder labeled Danaë. When I opened it, to my dismay, it was empty!

Long lasting red berries gradually
shrivel, making seed harvest easy.

Our allotted time evaporated far too quickly and Olivier had to physically usher me towards the exit. As he said his
“Adieu” to the herbarium manager, they began a short conversation in French. While I waited, I noticed a group of
books on a shelf close at hand, including a set of Histoires des Plantes (H.E. Baillon, 1892-1894). Quickly
checking the index, I was able to find an entry for Ruscus (Danaë) racemosa, including a drawing that looked
exactly like my plant!
Of course, once I had this name, locating information was far
easier. Apparently, this species was originally placed in Ruscus but
later determined to be distinct enough for its own genus: Danaë
racemosa. Most descriptions of this species spent time discussing
the genus name, which is from Greek mythology. It was foretold
that King Acrisius’ daughter, Danaë, would give birth to a man
who would kill him, so the King locked her away to protect her
virginity (and himself). Zeus took up the challenge by
inseminating her via a “golden shower” through the roof of her
enclosure. She later gave birth to Perseus who did indeed kill the
King.
The genus Danaë was created in 1787 by a German physician and
botanist Friedrich Medikus (1738–1808). I imagine he was
Greek ceramic depicting Danaë and Zeus’
inspired to reference the
golden shower, ca. 430 BCE.
above mythological tale
by the clusters of small creamy flowers of this species dangling from their
delicate spikes, borne on a graceful cascade of foliage. The ‘ë’ in Danaë
tells us to pronounce it as ‘dah-NAH-eh’, which is meant to emulate the
classical Greek name of our lovely virgin.
There is nothing virginal about my plant—it bears fruit copiously each
year. I have tried germinating the seed periodically but have yet to sprout
3-year-old seedlings at Jurassicplants
Nurseries, North Wales.

Continued on back page
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2019 California Horticultural Society Awards
2019 Horticulturist of the Year
Kristin Yanker-Hansen
Kristin has a notable garden in Danville, where she has experimented with all
sorts of interesting and challenging plants. Her long-time interest has been in
plants of the Malvaceae, and more recently tropicals that can surprisingly be
grown where extreme summer heat, drought, and freezing temperatures are
common occurrences. Based on her years of experience and trialing many
different irrigation techniques, she has found that watering her garden daily for
four minutes at night (with one clock cycling at 9 pm and the other at midnight)
yields the best results—a visit to her garden provides certain proof of the
success of her methods. The hottest part of her garden, along the street, is given
a bit more water when daytime temperatures are over 100. Kristin freely shares
her gardening methods and plant discoveries and nearly always brings plants to
Cal Hort meetings for discussion, free distribution, or the drawing table. She
has also been actively involved with the Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut Creek
for many years. Kristin has served on the Council of the California
Horticultural Society since 1991, and, as program chair for the past dozen
years, she has arranged an unusually diverse set of excellent speakers.

2019 Rixford Award for service to the California Horticultural Society
Steve Morse has been a stalwart member of the Council of the California Horticultural Society for
decades. In the past, he managed the publication of our Bulletin in both print and electronic form and
was the originator of our email blasts. Steve has been responsible for setting up and operating our
audio-visual system for many years, and assists with the Society’s Annual Seed Exchange. Up until
last year, when the new website launched, Steve was responsible for maintaining and upgrading Cal
Hort’s website. He is a Master Gardener and has been involved with the Markham Arboretum and, of
course, is a major plant grower.

2019 Lifetime Achievement Award (three recipients):
Betsy Clebsch has had a remarkable life amongst gardens, books, and in particular sages
(Salvia spp.). The author of the first major book on sages, A Book of Salvias in 1997, was such a
success that its publisher (Timber Press) convinced Betsy to write an extended, revised, and updated
version titled A New Book of Salvias in 2003. Betsy has consistently opened her amazing garden to
visitors from throughout the world. Betsy is a long-time member of Cal Hort.
Barrie and Carol Coate are also long-time members of Cal Hort, and are a formidable horticultural team, both
having made numerous contributions to Bay Area horticulture. While we could easily have acknowledged their
work as a couple, we do hereby recognize their many accomplishments as individuals, too.

Barrie Coate is an esteemed arborist, educator, consultant, and is a long-time part of the Saratoga
Horticultural Foundation (where he served as Director for a number of years) and the subsequent
Saratoga Horticultural Research Endowment at U.C. Davis. Barrie has a deep knowledge of plants,
pests, and growing conditions throughout the Bay Area.

Carol Coate is the primary person responsible for the transformation of the assets of the liquidated Saratoga
Horticultural Foundation into the Saratoga Horticulture Research Endowment at UC Davis. Carol is also an
accomplished plantsperson, gardener, and designer.
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2019 California Horticultural Society Awards

2019 Lifetime Publisher Award
Cachuma Press – John Evarts and Marjorie Popper
What a remarkable run of Californian natural history, travel, and gardening books have been
published by Cachuma Press of Los Olivos since 1991:
Cacti, Agaves, and Yuccas of California and Nevada;
California Native Plants for the Garden;
Coast Redwood: A Natural and Cultural History;
Conifers of California;
Oaks of California, Reimagining the California Lawn;
and many more. Owners John Evarts and Marjorie Popper are commended for their dedication to producing high
quality, award-winning books for nearly 30 years.

2019 Writer’s Award (two recipients)
Jason Dewees for Designing with Palms

Johanna Silver for The Bold Dry Garden: Lessons from the Ruth Bancroft Garden

2019 Photographer’s Award (two recipients)
Caitlin Atkinson for Designing with Palms

Marion Brenner for The Bold Dry Garden: Lessons from the Ruth Bancroft Garden

2019 Publisher’s Award
Timber Press for Designing with Palms and The Bold Dry Garden: Lessons from the Ruth Bancroft
Garden

2019 Website Award
Annie’s Annuals and Perennials for www.anniesannuals.com
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California Horticultural Society

San Francisco County Fair Building
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way
San Francisco, CA 94122

That Mysterious Plant continued from page 3

a single one. Recently, I happened to see a British nursery
post a photo of a group of seedlings on Facebook. In online conversation with them I came to find out that these
little plantlets are three years old! I am told that it took a
year for the seed to sprout and put down a root, and now
each seem to have only two single leaves. It makes sense
why this species is so uncommon in the trade. My plan is
to experiment with various methods of stratification to see
if the germination can be sped up, but seedling
development will obviously be very slow going.
Here in Berkeley, it is March or April when my potted
plant bursts forth with a new set of stems. Because, in its
sheltered place, it receives little rainfall, I try to water the
pot well during this time and sprinkle on some organic
fertilizer to assist in growing as many new buds as
possible. I also try to clear away any impediment to the
tender emerging stems which can easily become deformed
or break. Once the foliage hardens, the plant requires little
water or attention. We keep it close to the well-traveled
section of the garden so that we are aware of its cycle but
also because the evergreen foliage is beautiful throughout
the seasons.
Native to areas adjacent to the Mediterranean climate
regions in the Middle East—Iran, Syria, Turkey,
Azerbaijan—this hardy plant is often grown in the UK and
the Eastern US, where it is better known than in
California. But its adaptability and interesting character
would give it a place in our local gardens. Hopefully, as
continued next column
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would give it a place in our local gardens. Hopefully,
as its propagation is mastered, this species will receive
more attention.
[Ed Note: There are more images in the online version of
this article in the “Selected Articles” section at:
https://calhortsociety.org/selected-articles ]
VOLUNTEERING
The California Horticultural Society has
maintained its quality programs because of the
dedication of the volunteer officers, chairs, and
members. The future of Cal Hort depends upon
its member volunteers to provide leadership.
Please consider joining the council to contribute
to decisions and make a difference: contact Bart
O'Brien at bobrien1202@gmail.com.
California Horticultural Society
COUNCIL
2018-2020 (Second Term)
Mark Delepine, Steve Morse, Andy Stone
2019–2021 (Second Term)
Mary Engle, Bart O’Brien
2019–2021 (First Term)
Ellen Frank, Dave Tivol
OFFICERS
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chair

Bart O’Brien
Andy Stone
Mary Engle
Carl Meier
Charlotte Masson

