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Monday, March 18, 2019  
Gardenlust: A Botanical Tour of the World’s Best New Gardens 
For three years, Chris Woods traveled the world seeking out contemporary 
gardens and found fifty of the best. With wit and humor, he describes the most 
arresting features in public parks in exotic locations like New Delhi and Dubai, 
mission-redefining botanic gardens in Chile and Australia, and the most 
enviable details of lavish private estates and gemlike city yards. Throughout, he 
reveals the fascinating people, plants, and stories that make these gardens so 
lust-worthy.  
 

 
Monday, April 15, 2019 
Throw it Outside and See What Happens 
Growing indoor plants outdoors in the San Francisco Bay Area 
Don’t take anything for granted about cold tolerance. Many plants from  
tropical and subtropical regions can tolerate chilly temperatures better  
than we expect. Alan LaVergne grows sinningias (family Gesneriaceae),  
cacti, orchids, and begonias outdoors. A few die in winter, but most  
survive. The only way we can discover what they can take is to experiment.  

Monthly Meetings  
Location – San Francisco 
County Fair Building,  
Ninth Avenue at Lincoln Way  
in Golden Gate Park  

Free parking is available 
behind the San Francisco 
County Fair Building off 
Lincoln Way.  

4:00 pm – Botanical Gardens 
walk with the featured 
speaker 
Meet outside the entrance 
gate to the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden. Please note 
that if you don’t enter with 
the California Horticultural 
Society as a group, you will 
need to pay the entry fee, 
unless you are SFBG member 
or a resident of San Francisco. 
Please be on time. 

5:30 pm – No-host dinner 
Fresca, 737 Irving St., 
(near Ninth Avenue) 
7:15 pm – Announcements, 
Plant Forum, and Program 
Meeting at the San Francisco 
County Fair Building.  
Cal Hort members attend for 
free. Non-members are 
welcome; Cal Hort requests a 
donation of $5. 

For more information  
visit our website: 
www.calhortsociety.org  
and visit us on Facebook  
 

https://www.facebook.com/California-Horticultural-Society-195409240518023/


 

 

 
East Bay, Saturday, March 23 • 9 a.m. 
First “Coffee in the Garden” for 2019! 
Join us for Coffee in the 
Garden of Mark Delepine in 
Berkeley followed by a tour 
of Regional Parks Botanical 
Garden led by RPBG 
Director and Cal Hort 
President Bart O’Brien.  A 
final bonus garden is that of 
Richard Sullivan and his wife 
Shari, each of whom runs 
their own garden design/build 
business, located just over the 
hill from first bonus garden. As the name suggests we supply Peets coffee and hot water for tea.  Please bring a 
sweet or savory snack to share if you can. 
This inaugural event of the 2019 season will be held in Mark’s somewhat naturalistic but eclectic Berkeley garden. 
You can see images here (to see a full-screen slide show click on the icon that resembles a computer monitor on the 
right near the top of the screen). 
Sometimes we must restrict attendance to members when space is limited but both my garden and the Orinda 
garden are large and our first bonus garden, RPBG, is much larger still so this would be a good time to bring along 
a guest you think might have horticultural tendencies.  It is a great way to grow our group. 
RSVPs must be sent to Mark Delepine and please include the names of any guests you plan to bring. You’ll 
receive the location of the garden and we will be sure have plenty of coffee and hot water on hand. 
If you’d like to host a Coffee in the Garden please contact Mark.  
 

A Climbing Geranium 
Seán A. O'Hara 

It is over ten years ago now 
that I photographed a 
gorgeous plant combination 
in Mark Delepine's garden 
during one of his Coffee in 
the Garden events. I was 
determined to capture a few 
of the other garden visitors 
into a shot—I have a thing 
against garden photographs 
without people. I could not 
believe my luck when a 
woman’s dress almost exactly matched the color of a Pelargonium flower gracing the arbor supporting a ‘Sally 
Holmes’ rose in full bloom (see photo on page 3). 

When Mark was asked how he got this geranium to “climb”, he confessed that the plant did it quite on its own. He 
thought the flower color would go well with ‘Sally Holmes’ which is why he planted it at the base of the arbor. 
Sometime later, he was surprised to find that a few shoots had gotten away from him, threading their way up 
through the rose stems! 
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This particular Pelargonium is fairly common in the San Francisco Bay Area, and I had always known it as           
P. × hortorum ‘Platinum’. When I would refer to it under this name, more than once I would be told by a 
horticultural acquaintance, “No, that is the cultivar ‘Frank Healdly’.” Not being a geranium expert, I generally 
didn’'t quibble, but I filed it away in my mind as something to follow up later. 

This day, the same challenge was issued by two of the gardeners at Mark’s party where I took the featured 
photograph. Researching such stuff is something I find enjoyable, so that was all I needed to really dig in and find 
out more. Indeed, the Internet is full of photos of this plant labeled as ‘Frank Headley’, but the Internet isn’t always 
right. Many of the references I found for the identity of ‘Platinum’ were European, so I began to wonder if this 
might have arisen originally overseas. Seeing this hybrid attributed to ‘Heidgen’ seemed to suggest perhaps that it 
was German. 

Not finding anything more about a plant breeder named Heidgen, I set my quest aside for a bit. I was researching a 
different topic when, by chance, I found a reference to Chuck Heidgen of Shady Hill Gardens of Elburn, Illinois! 
Looking at their website, www.shadyhill.com, I found that they supplied geraniums to the trade! And they listed 
‘Platinum’ among their offerings! 

My inquiry to Shady Hill about Pelargonium ‘Platinum’ yielded the following response: 
Good morning. 

Yes, the geranium ‘Platinum’ is from Shady Hill and was introduced by dad, Chuck Heidgen. I am not 
certain of the year, but my thought is that is would have been sometime in the '80s. We still grow it now and 
if my memory serves me, it was a sport of another Fancy Leaf variety called ‘Frank Headley’. ‘Platinum’ is 
much larger and rangier growing than Frank Headley and has almost silvery grey leaves with a cream 
colored edge. It is a very prolific bloomer and has coral-ly salmon colored flowers. 

I hope that helps. 
Joe Heidgen 
SHADY HILL GARDENS 
630-365-5665 
Home grown plants since 1974 

     (continued on next page)  
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A Pelargonium flower 
graces the arbor 
supporting a ‘Sally 
Holmes’ rose in full 
bloom. 
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California Horticultural Society  

COUNCIL 
2018-2020 (Second Term)  
Mark Delepine, Steve Morse, Andy Stone  

2019–2021 (Second Term)  
Mary Engle, Bart O’Brien 

OFFICERS  
President   Bart O’Brien 
Vice President  Andy Stone 
Recording Secretary Mary Engle 
Treasurer  Carl Meier 
Membership Chair Charlotte Masson  
 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 

Thank you to those who have promptly 
renewed your membership.  

If you haven't already please send your 
dues with the membership form.   

VOLUNTEERING 
The California Horticultural Society has 
maintained its quality programs because of the 
dedication of the volunteer officers, chairs, and 
members. The future of Cal Hort depends upon 
its member volunteers to provide leadership. 
Please consider joining the council to contribute 
to decisions and make a difference:  
contact Bart O'Brien  

 

A Climbing Geranium continued from previous page 

Well, so now I guess the confusion between ‘Platinum’ 
and ‘Frank Headley’ make some sense. I also find it 
interesting that ‘Platinum’ is the more vigorous plant— 
unusual for a variegated cultivar. 

Because of its ease of growth and a ready amount of 
cutting material, ‘Platinum’ continues to show up in 
gardens around the Bay Area. I think its unusual, very 
“retro” colors, fit well with the palettes favored by the 
younger generation of gardeners. I have met many who 
are quite amused to be growing these plants, a familiar 
indoor pot-plant for new transplants from cold-winter 
climates, outdoors year round! 

While it does not, in fact, climb like a vine, this and 
other vigorous and rangy geraniums can become 
“scramblers” like climbing roses. I wonder if there are 
other vigorous Pelargonium cultivars that might exhibit 
this character if allowed to grow into the supporting 
structure of another plant or arbor?  
 
2019 Flower & Garden Show  
Moved to Sacramento  
Due to scheduling conflicts this year’s San Francisco 
Flower & Garden Show, March 21-24, will be held in 
Sacramento at Cal Expo, 1600 Exposition Boulevard 
near Hwy 160.  
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	membership form.



