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Monthly meetings are held at the  
San Francisco County Fair Building,
Ninth Avenue at Lincoln Way in  
Golden Gate Park. 

Free parking is available behind the  
San Francisco County Fair Building  
on Lincoln Way. 

4:00 pm – Botanical gardens walk with  
the featured speaker. Meet at the entrance  
to the San Francisco Botanical Garden.

5:30 pm – No-host dinner will take place 
at Park Chow Restaurant, located at  
1240 Ninth Avenue in San Francisco.

7:15 pm – Announcements, Plant Forum,  
and Program Meeting will be held at the  
San Francisco County Fair Building.

Cal Hort members may attend for FREE.
Non-members—a donation of $5  
is requested

Plant of the Month  
Carex divulsa

Monday, February 16, 2015

The High Line: Protecting History  
and Inspiring Change in Our Green Spaces

with Thomas Smarr

The High Line is a remarkable urban 
park along the western side of  
Manhattan. Opened in 2009, it  
symbolizes today the transformation 
of former industrial spaces into  
inspiring gardens for public enjoyment 
that also lead to economic benefits. 
Tom Smarr, Director of Horticulture 
for Friends of the High Line, will tell 
how the elevated track structure upon 
which the garden was built was saved, 
along with the design, horticulture 
and care of “the park in the sky”.

Monday, March 16, 2015

Plant Hunting in Southern China
by Kelly Dodsen and Sue Milliken of Far Reaches Farm 

In 2012 Kelly and Sue explored Guizhou and Guanxi  provinces and 
found many plants that they think will be suitable for the Bay Area.  
Exploring the highest tropical mountains which had not been botanized 
by westerners, they found new plants as well as better forms of plants 
already in cultivation.



Winter
Horticultural Events  

FOLLOWING IN tHE BARtRAMS’ FOOtStEPS:  
CONtEMPORARy BOtANICAL ARtIStS 

 ExPLORE tHE BARtRAMS’ LEGACy 
Through February 15, 2015

UC Botanical Garden, 200 Centennial Drive, Berkeley
This major art exhibition includes forty-four original artworks based on the 
native plant discoveries made by John and William Bartram in their renowned 
and influential travels throughout the eastern wilderness of North America 
between the 1730s and 1790s. The UC Botanical Garden will be the only 
West Coast showing of the exhibition. 

MARIA SIByLLA MERIAN:  
A PASSION FOR PLANtS AND INSECtS

February 5; 10–11:30 am 
UC Botanical Garden, 200 Centennial Drive, Berkeley

The artist and scientist Maria Sibylla Merian 
(1647-1717) was born in Frankfurt, Germany, 
into a middle-class family of publishers and 
artists. At the age of fifty-two, Merian traveled 
with her younger daughter to Suriname, a 
Dutch territory in South America, to paint its 
exotic insects. She was an adventurous woman 
way ahead of her time, whose amazing career 
as an artist, writer and teacher revolutionized 
botany and zoology. Come learn more about 
this fascinating woman. Registration required: 
$12, $10 members. Register online, or by call-
ing 510-643-2755, or by emailing: gardenpro-
grams@berkeley.edu.

PLANt FAMILIES  
BroMeliaceae & aizoaceae

Saturday, February 7; 10 am–Noon
Ruth Bancroft Garden, 1552 Bancroft Road, Walnut Creek

The Bromeliad Family (Bromeliaceae) includes pineapples and many 
ornamental plants. Most have a rosette form, and they come in an amazing 
array of leaf colors, from silver to purple to green, often with sharp teeth along 
the leaf edges. Their wonderful flowers are an added attraction. The Ice Plant 
Family (Aizoaceae) is amazingly diverse, with more different species than any 
other family of succulents except the Cactus family. Some are groundcovers 
with dazzling flowers, while others are highly specialized miniatures with 
great appeal to collectors. Examples include living stones, tiger jaws, split 
rocks and baby toes. The lecture is open to the public but is also a part of 
the Docent Training course at the garden. Join RBG staff for this in-depth 
plant identification class in the garden. $20, $15 Members. Space is very 
limited, pre-registration is highly recommended. Visit the web site: www.
ruthbancroftgarden.org.

WEDNESDAy WALKS WItH WARREN
Wednesday, February 11; Noon

Arboretum Gazebo, Arboretum Teaching Nursery, UC Davis Arboretum
Join our Superintendent Emeritus Warren Roberts—famous storyteller and 
punster—for an always engaging noontime exploration of the UC Davis 
Arboretum’s west-end gardens.

HIStORy OF tHE GARDEN  
AND HuMAN uSES OF PLANtS

Saturday, February 21; 10 am–Noon
Ruth Bancroft Garden, 1552 Bancroft Road, Walnut Creek

Learn how this drought-tolerant garden came to be in the middle of Walnut 
Creek. From pear and walnut orchards to suburbia, discover the changes that 
made this area what it is today. In addition to the history of this property, 
this class will cover the historical uses of many of our plants—those used 
for medicinal purposes, food sources, building materials or hobbies. Our do-
cent trainees will each present on an assigned plant as a part of their train-
ing course. The lecture is open to the public but is also a part of the Docent 
Training course at the garden. $20, $15 Members. Space is very limited, pre-
registration is highly recommended. Visit the web site: www.ruthbancroft-
garden.org.

Send in your Requests for the 
2015 Seed Exchange

by the End of February

The 2015 Seed Request forms were distributed 
with the January Bulletin. You can also access  

it online at the Cal Hort web site:   
www.calhortsociety.org  

Choose Seed Exchange from the left hand menu. 
Requests should be returned by the end of 

February. A request is complete only when it also 
includes your payment of $5 to cover the cost of 

supplies and postage; make your check payable to 
the California Horticultural Society. Send  

the form along with your payment to:

Dave Tivol,  
140 Locksunart Way #1, 

Sunnyvale CA 94087-4668

Volunteers are needed to help with the fulfillment 
of seed requests on March 7 at the Markham 

Nature Park and Arboretum in Concord. 
Please get in touch with Steve Morse or  

Dave Tivol if you would like to help.
 



Plant of the Month  
by Josh Schechtel
Carex divulsa
Eurasian Grey Sedge
Family: Poacea

The only thing better than a good plant is a good 

plant with a good story. This brings us to Carex 
divulsa, otherwise known as the Berkeley Sedge. 

In the rest of the world it is known as the grey 

sedge, not to be confused with the gray sedge or 

Gray’s sedge, which are entirely different plants 

native to North America. Yes, this is going to be 

confusing.

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, gardeners 

on the West Coast found a new favorite plant 

among the many horticultural introductions at 

that time. Rumors swirled that the original stock 

for the plant had been discovered on the UC 

Berkeley campus, and that this wonderful native, 

named Carex tumulicola, was a miracle plant. 

Sun, shade, dry, moist. This plant thrived in all 

but the most extreme locations. Deer ignored it, 

gophers ran from it, and it could even figure out 

quadratic equations and cook dinner for a family 

of four. Best of all, it was a West Coast native, 

so gardeners could plant it and enjoy a certain 

smugness in some horticultural circles. 

 Unfortunately, the miracle was only partly true. 

This plant, though attractive, could do no math, 

could not cook, and worst of all, was not a West 

Coast native after all. To the consternation of 

many a West Coast gardener, in 2005 experts 

realized that C. tumulicola was actually C. divulsa, 

native to Europe, northern Africa and parts  

of Asia. 

 The news was delivered in an article in the July 

2006 issue of Pacific Horticulture. While native 

plant enthusiasts wept, and some tore the plant from 

their gardens (Tony Avent wrote “I’ll bet the West 

Coast eco-nazi, ethnic-profiling crowd who’d been 

promoting its use were more upset than Mel Gibson 

locked in a synagogue”), the rest of us just enjoyed 

another useful garden introduction. 

 Carex divulsa indeed grows well in both sun and 

shade, and in dry as well as moist soils. It can even 

grow in our difficult clay, which makes it very useful. 

It forms graceful mounds of arching foliage, with 

attractive and subtle seed heads, and can be planted 

close together and sheared into a high lawn. It is also 

useful under native oaks and other trees that need dry 

summer soil or have dense roots that usually starve 

out undergrowth. 

 Once established, it stays glossy green with minimal 

summer watering. Despite worries about its ability to 

self seed and become invasive, this hasn’t happened 

yet. It may not be a native, but it is certainly a work 

horse in our gardens.

Carex divulsa



California Horticultural Society
San Francisco County Fair Building
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way
San Francisco, CA 94122

www.calhortsociety.org

Council

2013-2015 (First Term) Ellen Edelson,  
Charlotte Masson, Kristin Yanker-Hansen 
2013-2015 (Second Term) Mike Craib
2015-2017 (First Term) Steve Morse, Andy Stone

Officers
President  Open
Vice President  Open
Past President  Ellen Frank
Recording Secretary Open
Treasurer  Carl Meier
Parliamentarian  Open
Membership   Charlotte Masson

Bulletin Editor
editor@calhortsociety.org

Calendar Editor
calendar@calhortsociety.org

Deadline for publication in this Bulletin is the third Monday of each month for  
the following month’s Bulletin, with the exception of December. Events during  
the first ten days of the month should be submitted two months ahead.

to join the California Horticultural Society or to find out about  
a full range of membership levels, please visit our web site at www.
calhortsociety.org.

Questions from members about your membership?  
Please address them to the Cal Hort membership chair,  Charlotte Masson. 
579 Los Palmos Drive, San Francisco, CA 94127-2209  
(gardengurus@gmail.com).

The California Horticultural Society has maintained its quality programs 
because of the dedication of the volunteer officers, chairs and members. 
The future of the Society depends upon its member volunteers to provide 
leadership. The Board asks that members volunteer for positions to keep  
Cal Hort the best organization it can be. 

Monthly Plant Drawing News 
Thank you to those who brought plants for the January plant raffle. 
Please bring unusual plants from your gardens for sharing. It is also an 
opportunity for our members to obtain unusual plants. 

Monthly Plant Display and Discussion
Each month there is a lively discussion about plants brought in by our 
members. It may be a well-grown specimen or an unusual discovery, or 
a plant that has attributes that are not known by the mainstream. If you 
are interested in participating, bring in a plant to show to the group. You 
can also donate this plant afterwards to the plant drawing.


