
The next monthly general meeting is Monday, February 17, 2014, at 7:15 pm
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Monthly meetings are held at the  
San Francisco County Fair Building,
Ninth Avenue at Lincoln Way in  
Golden Gate Park. 

Free parking is available behind the  
San Francisco County Fair Building  
on Lincoln Way. 

4:00 pm – Botanical gardens walk with  
the featured speaker. Meet at the entrance  
to the San Francisco Botanical Garden.

5:30 pm – No-host dinner will take place 
at Park Chow Restaurant, located at  
1240 Ninth Avenue in San Francisco.

7:15 pm – Announcements, Plant Forum,  
and Program Meeting will be held at the  
San Francisco County Fair Building.

Cal Hort members may attend for FREE.
Non-members—a donation of $5  
is requested

Plant of the Month  
Eschscholzia californica

Monday, February 17, 2014 

The Rich Flora of Mount Diablo  
and Contra Costa County  

by Dr. James Hale

Join wildlife biologist/ethnobiologist James 
“Doc” Hale who will talk about the flora of 
Mount Diablo and Contra Costa County, 
which he believes is the richest flora in all of 
California. Included in his talk will be the 

Native American cultural prehistory of the region as he introduces the 
geology, edible and medicinal plants used by the Volvon tribelet. He will 
also discuss fire ecology as we look at the effects and impact from the 
recent Clayton fire.
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Monday, March 17, 2014 

What Is New at the  
UC Botanical Garden

by Paul Licht

Many new things are happening at the 
University of California Botanical Garden in 
Berkeley’s Strawberry Canyon. Director Paul 
Licht will be highlighting the various new 
programs and projects in the Garden. UCBG 
features a global collection of flora that is 
one of the most diverse in the country and 
includes many rare and unusual plants that 
you‘ll rarely see anywhere else. 



Winter
Horticultural Events  by Judith Taylor

botanical art exhibition 
Plants Illustrated

Saturday, January 18–Friday, February 7  
Open daily from 10 am–4 pm

UC Botanical Garden, 200 Centennial Drive, Berkeley
The Garden is pleased to announce its fourth annual botanical art exhibition, 
Plants Illustrated. The exhibition, held in conjunction with the Northern 
California Society of Botanical Artists, invites viewers to explore the rela-
tionship between scientific study and fine art. The exhibit presents original 
artworks in watercolor, graphite, colored pencil and pen & ink and explores 
the many styles, forms and approaches unique to botanical art and illustra-
tion. Free with Garden Admission.

lovers Day aloe tour
Sunday, February 10; Docent-led tours at 10:30 am, Noon, and 1:30 pm.

Ruth Bancroft Garden, 1552 Bancroft Road, Walnut Creek
Think outside the red box for a green Valentine’s Day! The Ruth Bancroft 
Garden’s exceptional Aloe collection puts on a stunning display every winter. 
Their colorful flower stalks brighten up even the grayest winter day. For the 
first time ever, we are excited to offer a winter Aloe tour so that visitors can 
experience and enjoy this incredible display. Bring a sweetheart as an early 
Valentine’s Day present and get discounted admission! Call the office for 
more information or to purchase your tickets: (925) 944-9352 Event Admis-
sion: $15; Sweetheart Admission: $20 per couple.

WALK WITH WARREN
Wednesday, February 12; Noon–1 pm 

UC David Arboretum, Westend Gardens, meet at Gazebo
Join Warren Roberts, Superintendent Emeritus of the Arboretum and fa-
mous storyteller and punster, for an always engaging noontime exploration of 
the UC Davis Arboretum’s gardens and plant collections. 

Parking Update

San Francisco Recreation and Parks is asking 
those who use the parking lot in back of the Hall 
of Flowers to park only in designated spaces. Cars 
parked otherwise can impede emergency access and 
may be ticketed or towed.

THE KIPPINGS INvITE yoU  
To PoTLUCK*/SLIDE SHoWS 

County Fair Building, Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way,  
Golden Gate Park, Fireplace Room. 

Tuesday, February 25; 7 pm 
EXPLoRING THAILAND  

by Daxin Liu

Tuesday, March 25; 7 pm 
THE WEST: AN INTIMATE LooK

by Ted Kipping

Tuesday, April 22; 7 pm 
SPRINGTIME IN THE SMoKy MoUNTAINS

by Bob Case

*Bring a dish and beverage for eight to share,  
as well as your own plates and silverware. 

Seed Exchange Packeting 
Saturday, March 8; 10 am

Garden Center, Markham Nature Park and Arboretum
1202 La Vista Avenue, Concord

The Cal Hort Seed Exchange is a long-standing benefit for Cal Hort 
members. The 2014 Seed Exchange List (including the addendum 
and instructions for members to obtain the seeds) is available in Cal 
Hort’s January 2014 Bulletin on the web.
   The next step in the Seed Exchange is to fulfill your requests by 
packaging and distributing the seeds for distribution and mailing. 
Like past events, we expect it to take about two to three hours with 
help from other garden aficionados. We promise good company, 
coffee or tea, and snacks—and the strong likelihood there will be 
some “extra” seeds as well. 

 Please let Dave know if have questions about the activity. Ask 
Steve Morse if you have further questions about the location, 
arrangements, etc. For starters, we will be inside, dry, and warm—
and hoping for some rain.

PACIFIC oRCHID EXPoSITIoN  
GALA BENEFIT PREvIEW 

Thursday, February 20; 6:30 pm–10 pm
Fort Mason Center’s Festival Pavilion, San Francisco

The San Francisco Orchid Society (SFOS) invites everyone to paint the town 
with Orchids and All That Jazz, February 20–23, 2014. The SFOS proudly 
supports local horticultural conservation efforts and for the first time ever, 
will donate $5 of every Gala ticket sold to the UC Botanical Garden. $40  
Contact SFOS at info@orchidsanfrancisco.org.



Plant of the Month  
by Josh Schechtel
Eschscholzia californica / California Poppy
Family: Papaveraceae

Eschscholzia californica
Family: Papaveraceae

Sometimes a plant is so much a part of the 
landscape, or of our life, that we take it for granted. 
Such is my relationship with our state flower, the 
California poppy. As much as I love this plant, I 
always seem to overlook it when writing about 
gardening. Feeling somewhat self-chastened, I 
will now give this wonderful plant its turn in the 
spotlight. 
According to our friends at Calflora, the California 
poppy has been found growing naturally in all but 
one of the counties in the state. Taxonomists are 
still fighting about whether or not there are various 
subspecies throughout this range, since there are 
some variations in size, growth habits and flower 
colors. The genus name refers to the German 
physician and botanist Johann Eschscholtz, who 
botanized on the west coast during the early 1800s 
aboard the Russian ship Rurik.
 From its glaucous, ferny foliage to its silky, 
yellow to orange petals, our native poppy is a 
luscious addition to any sunny, well-drained 
garden. Depending on where you garden, it may 

be an annual or perennial. Even where it grows as an 
annual, it happily reseeds so that you will always enjoy 
its spring and summer blooms in your garden. And 
thanks to the wonders of horticulture, there are various 
cultivars in shades ranging from white and cream 
to pink, red and even purple. Some are semi-double 
and  double-flowered. No matter which cultivars you 
choose, they are best planted in the fall, so now is the 
time to put them in your garden for a spectacular 
show this spring. Just give them a sunny spot with 
good drainage, and they will delight you and the native 
pollinators for a long season of blooms.

Eschscholzia californica
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It’s that time of year again. Our sister society, Western Hort, will once again organize the Hot Plant 
Picks (HPP) exhibit at the March 19–23 San Francisco Flower & Garden Show at the San Mateo 
Event Center. They depend on CalHort members to help share in babysitting the plants on display as 
well as provide information to HPP visitors.
   You’ve probably already heard that the show has new owners. Nancy Schramm, Western Hort’s HPP 
coordinator, has spoken with Maryanne Lucas and Sherry Larsen (SF F&GS’s new owners), and they 
tell her that they are re-focusing the show back on to plant materials—the reason we fell in love with 
the show in the first place. If you volunteer for a 2 hour 15 minute shift staffing the HPP exhibit, you 
will get in free for the entire day. I’ll bet you’ll be glad you did. To volunteer, contact Nancy Schramm at 
greenthumb@carmansnursery.com or (408) 847-2313 and sign up now!

Hot Plant Picks  
at the

San Francisco 
Flower & Garden 

Show  
March 19–23



California Horticultural Society
San Francisco County Fair Building
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way
San Francisco, CA 94122

www.calhortsociety.org

Executive Council

2013-2015 (First Term) Mark Delepine,  
Ellen Edelson, Dave Hermeyer, Charlotte Masson

2013-2015 (Second Term) Mike Craib

Council
President  Open
Vice President  Open
Past President  Ellen Frank
Recording Secretary Dae Hermeyer
Treasurer  Carl Meier
Parliamentarian  Open
Membership   Charlotte Masson

Advisory Council
Steve Morse, Andy Stone, Dave Tivol,  
Kristin Yanker-Hansen

Bulletin Editor
editor@calhortsociety.org

Calendar Editor
calendar@calhortsociety.org

Deadline for publication in this Bulletin is the third Monday of each month for  
the following month’s Bulletin, with the exception of December. Events during  
the first ten days of the month should be submitted two months ahead.

To join the California Horticultural Society or to find out about  
a full range of membership levels, please visit our web site at www.
calhortsociety.org, or contact Kristin yanker-Hansen at (925)831-9499.

Questions from members about your membership? Please address them to 
the Cal Hort membership chair, Charlotte Masson, 579 Los Palmos Drive, 
San Francisco, CA 94127-2209 (gardengurus@gmail.com).

The California Horticultural Society has maintained its quality programs 
because of the dedication of the volunteer officers, chairs and members. 
The future of the Society depends upon its member volunteers to provide 
leadership. The Board asks that members volunteer for positions to keep  
Cal Hort the best organization it can be. 

Please contact Ted Kipping, the Nominating Committee Chair, for more 
information about serving on the Council. You can also chat with Council 
members, either by e-mail, by phone or at any Cal Hort meeting.

Monthly Plant Drawing news 
Each month various nurseries and individual members donate plants 
for the plant drawing. Last month plants were donated from Colorspot 
Nursery through our member Marcia Fisher, and from Strybing 
Arboretum through Don Mahoney. Please do not hesitate to bring in 
unusual plants from your garden to share with the members. This is 
also a great opportunity for our members to obtain new plants for their 
collections.

Monthly Plant Display and Discussion
Each month there is a lively discussion about plants brought in by our 
members. It may be a well grown specimen or an unusual discovery, or 
a plant that has attributes that are not known by the mainstream. If you 
are interested in participating, bring in a plant to show to the group. You 
can also donate this plant afterwards to the plant drawing.


