
The next monthly general meeting is Monday, February 15, 2016, at 7:15 pm

Monthly meetings are held at the  
San Francisco County Fair Building,
Ninth Avenue at Lincoln Way in  
Golden Gate Park. 

Free parking is available behind the  
San Francisco County Fair Building  
on Lincoln Way. 

4:00 pm – Botanical gardens walk with  
the featured speaker. Meet at the entrance  
to the San Francisco Botanical Garden.

5:30 pm – No-host dinner will take place 
at Park Chow Restaurant, located at  
1240 Ninth Avenue in San Francisco.

7:15 pm – Announcements, Plant Forum,  
and Program Meeting will be held at the  
San Francisco County Fair Building.

Cal Hort members may attend for FREE.
Non-members—a donation of $5  
is requested

Plant of the Month  
Canarina canariensis

Monday, March 21, 2016

The Enigmatic Horsetails:
Ancient Plants in the Modern World  

and in Horticulture
with Dr. Chad Husby  

of Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden

There are only about 15 species of horsetails (genus Equisetum), but 
they have a big reach, from the furthest reaches of the Canadian arctic all 
the way to the tropics, and from high mountains to the seashore.  This 
presentation will explore the unique and unusual characteristics of these 
plants in nature and in horticulture.

Dr. Chad Husby is Botanical Horticulturist at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden. His 
Ph.D. research focused on the biology of one of the largest species, Equisetum giganteum 
of South America.  He also maintains a large living collection of tropical and temperate 
horsetails. Dr. Husby focuses on plant exploration, plant propagation, horticultural 
research and education.

Monday, February 15, 2016

Drought Tolerant is Irrelevant
with Saxon Holt

“Summer-dry gardens are naturally dry for 
long periods. It’s not drought, it’s normal. All 
plants are drought tolerant in their native 
habitat and no plant can live without water.” In 
this presentation, garden photographer Saxon 
Holt will show examples of some of his favorite 
garden plants that are suitable for summer-dry 
climates and, in addition, will introduce the 
Summer-Dry Project, an online photo database.
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Winter
Horticultural Events  

AN INTRoDuCTIoN To BoTANICAL ART  
Thursday and Friday, February 11–Noon; 10 am–4 pm 
UC Botanical Garden, 200 Centennial Drive, Berkeley

This two-day class will introduce you to the fascinating world of Botanical 
Art. Catherine Watters will teach you to observe, measure and draw plants 
in great detail and with botanical accuracy. Students will work with graphite, 
colored pencil and watercolors. All levels are welcome. Registration required. 
$190, Members $175. Register online, or by calling 510-664-9841, or by 
emailing gardenprograms@berkeley.edu.

VALENTINE’S DAy ALoE TouR 
Saturday, February 13; 10 am–3 pm

The Ruth Bancroft Garden, 1552 Bancroft Road, Walnut Creek
The Ruth Bancroft Garden’s Valentine’s Day Aloe Tour is an all-day event 
focused specifically on the Garden’s dramatic Aloe collection. The Garden has 
an unparalleled collection of aloes, including hybrids not found anywhere else 
in the world. These winter bloomers put on a stunning show with colorful, 
dramatic flower stalks. The Garden is open for regular admission visits with 
self-guided Aloe Tours and docent led tours at 11 am and 1 pm. 

 SWEETS WITH youR SWEETIE
Saturday, February 13; 10 am and Noon

The Ruth Bancroft Garden, 1552 Bancroft Road, Walnut Creek
You and your sweetie will take a guided tour of The Garden led by curator 
Brian Kemble, world-renowned aloe expert, then enjoy tea, sipping chocolate, 
or a mimosa and plate of sweet treats in our covered shade house. Be sure to 
take home the dish garden on your table as a remembrance of your visit. Tours 
with Brian start at 10 am and noon, lasting 60–90 minutes and followed by 
your Sweets seating. Space is limited for this special event so pre-registration 
is required. Event will be held rain or shine. Sign-up online or call the office to 
register. $65/couple, Members $50/couple.
  

MAGNIFICENT MAGNoLIA WALkING TouRS
Saturday, February 20; 1:30–3:30 pm

Strybing Arboretum, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco
Take a fascinating walking tour of the magnolia collection in the company of 
a magnolia expert. Learn about the history of the Garden’s collection and even 
get tips on growing your own here in the Bay Area. Bring your camera and 
take home a lasting memory.  $20, Members $15.

HouSEPLANTS 101: INDooR TRoPICALS  
Sunday, February 28; 10 am–Noon

UC Botanical Garden, 200 Centennial Drive, Berkeley
Don’t have an outdoor space for growing plants? Love that tropical feeling 

indoors? Come learn how to care for indoor 
plants and make lovely and unique selections 
with Brian Petraska. Plants will be available for 
sale. Registration required: $20, Members $15. 
Register online, or by calling 510-664-9841, or 
by emailing gardenprograms@berkeley.edu.

Time for another garden tour!  
This time we’re going to Marin and Sonoma 
counties—most likely on Sunday, April 3.  We’re 
hoping to include at least one garden of a California 
Horticultural Society member. One of the goals 
of these tours is to facilitate members getting to 
know members by visiting each other’s gardens. If 
you would like to have us over to your garden or 
can recommend another garden for the tour please 
contact Mark Delepine at mdelepine@liacook.com.

Kentfield garden which will be on tour in April

THE kIPPINGS INVITE you  
To PoTLuCk*/SLIDE SHoWS 

County Fair Building, Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way, 
Golden Gate Park, Fireplace Room

Wednesday, February 17; 7 pm
BoTANIZING EASTERN  

SIERRA NEVADA
with Mike Uhler

Wednesday, March 15; 7 pm
PELICAN DREAMS, A FILM

with Judy Irving

Wednesday, April 20; 7 pm
RoCk AS ART
with Ted Kipping

*Bring a dish and beverege for eight to share, 
as well as your own plates and silverware.

Hoya australis



Plant of the Month  
by Arcangelo Wessells
Canarina canariensis  
Canary Island Bellflower
Family:  Campanulaceae

The Canary Island Bellflower is an odd plant. You 
might even forget you have it while it is dormant in our 
dry season. But when its stems first poke through the 
ground in early fall, they are an intense smoky purple 
color. By February, scrambling stems roam around to 
find a place to hang their beautiful red bells. It is an 
easy plant to grow in the Bay Area.
 Canarina canariensis is, as its name implies, from the 
Canary Islands. These islands are part of Spain, but 
lie off the coast of southern Morocco. They share our 
winter rainfall pattern but receive much less water than 
we do here. The plant doesn’t seem to mind either the 
lower temperatures or increased water that we have. In 
the ground in both Bolinas and Vallejo, they have done 
fine with several consecutive nights as low as 27°F, 
though it is probably to their benefit to be planted 
under the protection of a shrub or tree.
 In summer, during hot and dry weather, the plants 
will shrivel up and disappear. Our drought did not 
seem to affect them the last two winters. Canarina 
has a large underground storage tuber that is quite 
crisp and moist inside. Where gophers are common, 
planting it in a mesh basket is a good protective 
measure. They tolerate growing in an irrigated garden, 
but need no supplemental water, and should not be 
watered directly in summer to avoid rotting the tuber. 
Full winter sun is ideal, but a half day of sun is enough. 
 The stems start out practically leafless. They can 
be over a half inch thick, with the extremely reduced 
leaf tips held close to the stem. The stems retain their 
purple color while the leaves turn green and grow to 
three inches long. They are elegantly toothed, lustrous 
and delicately leathery. The plants will start to grow 
upright. If they find something to support them, the 
stems will remain very linear, but the leaf petioles 
will twist around branches to anchor it in place. The 
stems can climb six or seven feet into a shrub or onto 

a trellis this way, and the flowing stems will grow relatively 
horizontally to present their flowers. If the plants don’t find 
anything to grow on, the stems will lean down and grow 
along the ground, hidden by the leaves. Without support, 
Canarina will form a clump about a foot high and five feet 
wide. It is beautiful growing on the ground or spilling over 
a wall, but the flowers are best seen from below. Planting 
it beneath a large shrub will allow the flowers to be shown 
more prominently.
 The flowers, like the leaves, are leathery looking. They 
are generally reddish orange, the color of Japanese lacquer 
ware. But there is also variability in the color. Some are 
darker, others washed out, but most display prominent red 
and yellow venation. Each blossom is a flaring bell with 
recurved tips, and can be two inches across, and almost 
three inches long. The calyces are also attractive. They are 
recurved, with as many as seven or nine lobes that extend 
an inch beyond the developing flower. 
 In its native Canary Islands, the flowers are pollinated by 
birds. These include the chiffchaff (a type of leaf warbler) 
and, presumably, an extinct sunbird. The calyces swell up 
and turn dull orange when it sets seed. The mushy one-
inch fruits have very little flavor. In the Canary Islands, 
lizards of the genus Gallotia eat the fruit and disperse the 
seeds.
 Seed can be purchased online, and it is not difficult to 
germinate. If grown from seed, plants will start to bloom 
in their third year. Canarina is relatively new to the Bay 
Area. It can sometimes be found at Annie’s Annuals in 
Richmond or at Greenjeans in Mill Valley.

Canarina canariensis



California Horticultural Society
San Francisco County Fair Building
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way
San Francisco, CA 94122

www.calhortsociety.org

Monthly Plant Drawing News 
Each month various nurseries and individual members donate plants 
for the plant drawing. Thank you to Dylan Hannon who brought a nice 
selection of plants from both The Huntington and his private collection, 
as well as to Strybing Arboretum by way of Don Mahoney, who also 
donated a nice selction of plants.

Monthly Plant Display and Discussion
Each month there is a lively discussion about plants brought in by our 
members. It may be a well-grown specimen or an unusual discovery, or 
a plant that has attributes that are not known by the mainstream. If you 
are interested in participating, bring in a plant to show to the group. You 
can also donate this plant afterwards to the plant drawing.

Council

 2015-2017 (First Term) Mark Delepine, Steve 
Morse, Andy Stone
2016-2018 (Second Term)  Ellen Edelson,  
Charlotte Masson, Kristin Yanker-Hansen
2016–2018 (First Term) Mary Engle, Bart 
O’Brien, Arcangelo Wessells

Officers
President  Open
Vice President  Open
Past President  Ellen Frank
Recording Secretary Open
Treasurer  Carl Meier
Parliamentarian  Open
Membership   Charlotte Masson

Bulletin Editor
editor@calhortsociety.org

Calendar Editor
calendar@calhortsociety.org

To join the California Horticultural Society or to find out about  
a full range of membership levels, please visit our web site at  
www.calhortsociety.org.

Questions from members about your membership?  
Please address them to the Cal Hort membership chair:  
Charlotte Masson, 579 Los Palmos Drive, San Francisco, CA 94127-2209.

The California Horticultural Society has maintained its quality programs 
because of the dedication of the volunteer officers, chairs and members. 
The future of the Society depends upon its member volunteers to provide 
leadership. The Board asks that members volunteer for positions to keep  
Cal Hort the best organization it can be. 

Deadline for publication in this Bulletin is the third Monday of each month for  
the following month’s Bulletin; no Bulletin is published in December. Events during  
the first ten days of the month should be submitted two months ahead.


